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Area of Expertise: Garcia has over 15 years in leading and managing environmental programs.  
In addition, she conducts multi-disciplinary research to integrate environmental models and data 
to address ecosystems and human health issues. This research includes developing multi-
variable models to examine associations between environmental exposures and health, indices 
for tracking environmental conditions, and spatial approaches for conducting network analyses, 
predicting environmental contamination, and investigating health risks. 
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Education: 
 
• B.S., Information Systems, University of San Francisco, 1990 
• M.S., Forestry, North Carolina State University, 2004 
• Ph.D., Forestry, North Carolina State University, 2010 
 
Professional Experience 
 
• 2008–present: Branch Chief/Team Lead, US Environmental Protection Agency/Office 

of Research and Development/National Exposure Research Laboratory, Research 
Triangle Park, NC.   

• 2005-2008: Deputy Director, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Air Research Laboratory, Atmospheric Sciences 
Modeling Division, RTP, NC.   

• 2001-2005: Lead Assistant Lab Director, US Environmental Protection Agency.  
• 2000-2001: Special Assistant, Environmental Scientist. US Environmental Protection 

Agency.   
 
 
Awards and Honors 
 
• US EPA Silver Medal for work with the Center for Disease Control, Public Health Air 

Quality Surveillance Evaluation program (2008)  
• Laboratory Excellence Award for development of advanced modeling tool to 

characterize near-road exposure (2015) 
• Impact Award for NOx Budget Trading Program Accountability Team (2011)  
• 8 Bronze Medal Awards 


