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Background 

Partnership for Sustainable Communities Indicator Catalog 

(SCIC) 

 In  partnership with PennIUR and  the Ford  Foundation 

 Approach: 

 Use previous research  and Partner ship expertise to vet existing  

indicators  for their relevance and ease  of  use 

 Promulgate a set of  indicators  that simplifies outcome 

measurement among interested communities 



A built environment perspective that 
emphasizes community  sustainability  goals 

Livability Principles 
1. Provide more  transportation choices 

2. Promote equitable, affordable housing 

3. Enhance economic competitiveness 

4. Support existing communities 

5. Coordinate and leverage federal policies
and investment 

6. Value communities  and neighborhoods 

  

Qualities/Goals 
Access  and Equity 

Health 

Economic Competitiveness  and Efficiency 

Affordability 

Environmental Quality and Resilience 

Community and Sense  of Place 



    

 

Methods 

- Identify Audience, Users, and Needs -

Method: Analysis of grants by the PSC (2009 through 2012). 

Results: 

 A preponderance of grants  funded land use planning and 

interventions. 

 Many of the potential users of the knowledge-sharing platform  

are  small  or resource-limited communities. 



•	 Consulted with  expert panels 

 Washington, DC (PSC) 

 Cambridge, MA (Lincoln Institute  of Land Policy) 

•	 Suggested an  equity measure  for each highlighted 

indicator 

• Create tip sheets on various aspects of 

measurement and indicator use 

 11 topics 



  

   

     

- Create Use Ca ses  -

Organization Type: Sub-Municipal Organization 

User: Planner in a Community-based Healthy Neighborhoods Coalition 

Areas of Interest: Promoting Biking and Walking 

Use Case: 
The community planner for a Healthy Neighborhoods  Coalition  is developing 
program  to promote  walking  and  biking  as healthy, inexpensive, and  
sustainable modes of transportation. 



   
   

Development 

- Identify Tags -
Further analysis of the users/grantees to identify the most important characteristic and aspects of 

projects, followed by testing from the perspective of different types of users to develop tags. 

Area of Concern 
•	 Access and  Equity 

•	 Health 

•	 Economic Competitiveness 

and  Efficiency 

•	 Affordability 

•	 Environmental Quality  and  

Resilience 

•	 Community  and  Sense  of  

Place 

Land  Use 

•	 Compact Development 

•	 Redevelopment 

•	 Growth Management 

Housing 

Geographic scale and  

level  of development 
• County 

• Municipal 

• Neighborhood 

• Site/project 

• Urban 

• Suburban 

• Rural 

Transportation 

• Rail, Subway, Light Rail 

• Fixed Route  Bus 

• Demand  Response  Transit 

• Non-motor Transportation 

• Auto-oriented  transportation 



Indicators 

Housing Land Use Transportation 

1. Housing Cost Burden 1.   Growth in Existing   1. Commuter Mode Share 
2. Homeownership Rate  Urban Centers and  2. Bike lane and trail 
3.  Vacancy Rate Suburbs mileage 
4.  Building Permit 2.  Access to Transit   3. Public Transportation  

Issuance 3.  Mixing of Uses Ridership 
5. Stable Residential 4.   Access to Parks and 4. VMT 

Tenure Open Space  9. Number of alternative   
6.   Number of People Per 5.   Access to Walking and   transportation users 

Room  Biking Networks 10. Walkability 
6. Brownfield 

Redevelopment 





PSC Website: 

www.sustainablecommunities.gov 

- Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities website  

- Sustainability Indicators link 



PSC Website: 

SCIC Overvi ew Page 

Click on either 
of these two  
links  to access  
Indicators  page   



PSC Website: 

SCIC Indicator Catalog  

The catalog allows the  user  to 
filter  categories by topic, issue of 
concern, level  of urbanization  
and geographic scale. 
Then provides a list of indicators 
by name   



  
  

  
  

PSC Website: 

SCIC Indicator Detail  

Click to get Indicator Detail page with 
definition, data source calculation 
instructions, other communities using 
the indicator and a link to other 
indicators in the same category 
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PSC Website: 

SCIC Indicator Detail 

Definition 

Relationship to 
Sustainable Communities 

See who else is using it 

Click on indicator category 
to find other indicators 

Data sources 
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Applications 

The SCIC is appropriate for communities that… 

• would like to expand their existing set  of measures to include:
 
 New  sustainability goals 

 Equity considerations 

 More rigorous  and/or complex methods 

• like their measures, but seek to improve their understanding of 

indicator use, communication, and strategy, in general 

• have limited resources or technical capacities 

• are  interested in the measurement strategies of peers 



Ted Cochin
 
Cochin.ted@epa.gov
 

www.sustainablecommunities.gov
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