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Public participation 
EPA invites you to comment on the 
proposed Industrial Area cleanup 
plan from Nov. 27 until Jan. 26, 
2018. EPA will also hold a public 
meeting on Jan. I 0, at the Pastrick 
Branch Library, 1008 W. Chicago 
Ave, 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm to present 
the proposed cleanup plan, answer 
questions and accept oral comments. 

For information on community 
participation or the public meeting, 
please contact Rafael P. Gonzalez, 

EPA community involvement 
coordinator, at 312-886-0269 or 
rafaelp.gonzalez@epa.gov. 

EPA will respond to comments, 
select a final cleanup plan and 
publish a "Final Decision with 
Response to Comments" 

Jennifer Dodds 

Project Manager 
C01,-ective Action Section 2 
EPA Region 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (LU-16J) 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 
312-886-1484
dodds.jennifer@epa.gov

EPA toll-free at 800-621-8431, 
weekdays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

For more information 
You may see site-related documents 
at the East Chicago Public Library's 
Pastrick Branch, 1008 W. Chicago 
Ave., and at EPA's regional office, 
7th Floor Records Center, 77 W. 
Jackson Blvd., Chicago, or visit 
https://www.epa.gov/in/hazardous­
waste-cleanup-dupont-facility-east­
chicago-indiana 

EPA Proposes Cleanup for 
Industrial Area at DuPont 
Chemours - Former DuPont Facility 

East Chicago, Indiana November 2017 

Under a proposed cleanup plan, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency will require cleanup of metal-contaminated soil and 
groundwater at the former DuPont East Chicago facility. Through its 
investigations, DuPont found that releases from its fonner industrial 
processes and waste management practices had contaminated soil 
and groundwater throughout the industrial portion of the site. 
"Groundwater" is an environmental term for underground supplies 
of fresh water. 

The entire DuPont facility is about 440 acres. The western portion of 
the facility contains a solid-waste landfill, former industrial property 
available for light industrial redevelopment, and leased industrial 
property. The eastern portion contains the 172-acre Natural Area 
and adjacent 23-acre Buffer Zone. The Natural and Buffer Zone 
areas were cleaned up under a separate corrective action decision 
document and a long-term monitoring program in 2014. 

EPA' s proposed plan for the western p01tion of the industrial area 
requires cleanup of the remaining contamination. The work will be 
done under the legal authority of the federal Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act, or RCRA. RCRA requires public paiticipation in 
the cleanup process, so EPA has set a public comment period (see 
box, left). This fact sheet provides background on the site and 
describes the proposed cleanup plan. The full plan is available at the 
East Chicago Public Library's Pastrick Branch. 

Proposed cleanup plan 
Results from investigations indicate arsenic, lead, zinc and cadmium 
are the primary pollutants in the soil ranging from the surface to 10-
feet deep. Arsenic is the primai·y contaminant in the groundwater. 

After evaluating all the proposed alternatives, EPA proposes the 
following cleanup steps to manage contaminated soil and 
groundwater at the DuPont East Chicago facility: 

• Soil - A permeable soil cover and source-area soil
excavation with on-site management.
Removal of 61,780 cubic yards of metal-contaminated soil
and replacement with clean soil. Placement of a I-foot-thick
pe1meable soil cover in addition to maintaining other
existing barriers such as asphalt (parking lot) or concrete
(building foundations, etc.) to reduce risks to both human
health and wildlife.
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