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RULE 100 - TITLE

These Rules and Regulations are adopted pursuant to the provisions of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code of the
State of California and shall be known as the Rules and Regulations of the California North Coast Air Basin.

The North Coast Air Basin is comprised of the Counties of Del Norte, Trinity, Humboldt, Mendocino, and that region of
Sonoma County designated as the Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District. The boundaries of each Air
Pollution Control District or Air Quality Management District shall be coterminous with existing county boundaries,
except for the southern boundary in Sonoma County which shall lie along a line described as follows:

Beginning at the southeasterly corner of the Rancho Estero Americano, being on the boundary line between Marin and
Sonoma Counties, California; thence running northerly along the easterly boundary line of said Rancho Estero
Americano to the northeasterly corner thereof, being an angle corner in the westerly boundary line of Rancho Canada de
Jonive; thence running along said boundary of Rancho Canada de Jonive westerly, northerly and easterly to its
intersection with the easterly line of Graton Road; thence running along the easterly and southerly line of Graton Road,
northerly and easterly to its inter-section with the easterly line of Sullivan Road; thence running northerly along said
easterly line of Sullivan Road to the southerly line of Green Valley Road; thence running easterly along the said
southerly line of Green Valley Road and easterly along the southerly line of State Highway 116, to the westerly line of
Vine Hill Road; thence running along the westerly and northerly line of Vine Hill Road, northerly and easterly to its
intersection with the westerly line of Laguna Road; thence running northerly along the westerly line of Laguna Road
and the northerly projection thereof to the northerly line of Trenton Road; thence running westerly along the northerly
line of said Trenton Road to the easterly line of Trenton-Healdsburg Road; thence running northerly along said easterly
line of Trenton-Healdsburg Road to the easterly line of Eastside Road; thence running northerly along said easterly line
of Eastside Road to its inter-section with the southerly line of Rancho Sotoyome; thence running easterly along said
southerly line of Rancho Sotoyome to its inter-section with the Township line common to Townships 8 and 9 North,
M.D.M.; thence running easterly along said township line to its intersection with the boundary line between Sonoma
and Napa Counties, State of California.

The Counties of Del Norte, Humboldt and Trinity operate as a single unified special district agency entitled the North
Coast Unified Air Quality Management District.
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RULE 110 - PURPOSE

These rules and regulations are set forth to achieve and maintain such levels of air quality as will protect human health
and safety; prevent injury to plant and animal life; avoid damage to property; and preserve the comfort, convenience and
enjoyment of the natural attractions of the California North Coast Air Basin.

It is the intent of all air pollution control districts and air quality management districts in the California North Coast Air
Basin to adopt and enforce rules and regulations which assure that reasonable provision is made to achieve and maintain
state and federal ambient air quality standards for the area under their jurisdiction and to enforce all applicable
provisions of State law.
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RULE 120 - ADMINISTRATION

The procedures and restrictions set forth in these rules and regulations shall be administered by each individual air
pollution control district or air quality management district within its area of jurisdiction as authorized by Section 40002
of the Health and Safety Code; Chapter 3, Part 3, Division 26 of said code; or by contractual agreements between
districts in accordance with the provisions of Section 40701 of said code, and further described in Section 90120 of Title
17 of the California Administrative Code.



RULE 1-130 - DEFINITIONS 
 
Except as otherwise specifically provided in these rules and regulations, words used in these 
rules and regulations are used in exactly the same sense as the same words are used in the federal 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and as amended at the time of application, Title 40 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 52.21, and Division 26 of the State of California Health and 
Safety Code.  Where Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 52.21 refers to the 
responsibilities of the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the term 
Administrator shall be construed to mean Air Pollution Control Officer. 

[Amended 5/6/03, Amended 12/5/06, Amended 2/15/11] 
 
(b2) Best Available Control Technology (BACT): 

 
An emissions limitation based on the maximum degree of reduction of each air 
contaminant subject to regulation under the federal Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 
and as amended at the time of application emitted from or that results from any stationary 
or portable source or modification, which the Air Pollution Control Officer, on a case by 
case basis, taking into account energy, environmental, and economic impacts and other 
costs, determines is achievable for such stationary source through application of 
production processes and available methods, systems, and techniques for control of such 
air contaminants.  Said BACT determinations may include a design standard, operational 
equipment specifications, fuel restrictions, work practice or combination thereof.  In no 
event shall application of BACT result in emissions of any pollutants that will exceed the 
emissions allowed under Rules 1-490 and 1-492 of this regulation.  If the reviewing 
authority determines that technological or economic limitations on the application of 
measurement methodology to a particular emissions unit would make the imposition of 
an emissions standard infeasible, a design, equipment, work practice, operational 
standard or combination thereof, may be prescribed instead to satisfy the requirements for 
the application of BACT (40 CFR 52.21(b)(12)). 

 
The BACT process shall be applied to any air contaminants that have been identified as 
toxic air contaminants (TAC) by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the 
California Air Resources Board or the Mendocino County Air Quality Management 
District Board. 

[(b2) Paragraph 2 is not included as part of the SIP] 
 
(g2) Greenhouse Gases (GHGs):  
 

A gas that has the capacity to create a warming effect in the earth’s atmosphere; for the 
purposes of this rule: carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrous oxide (N2O), methane (CH4), 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). 

[Added 2/15/11] 
 



 
(p1) Particulate Matter: 
 

Any material, except uncombined water, that exists in a finely divided form as a liquid or 
solid at standard conditions.  Specific size fractions of particulate matter are defined as 
follows: 
 

1. PM2.5 means particulate matter, both filterable and condensable, with an 
aerodynamic diameter less than or equal to a nominal two and one half 
(2.5) micrometers. 

 
2. PM10 means particulate matter, both filterable and condensable, with an 

aerodynamic diameter less than or equal to a nominal ten (10) micrometers. 
[Amended 2/15/11] 

 
(p7) Precursor: 
 

A substance that, when released to the atmosphere, forms or causes to be formed or 
contributes to the formation of another or secondary air pollutant for which a national 
ambient air quality standard has been adopted, or whose presence in the atmosphere will 
contribute to the violation of one or more national ambient air quality standards.  
Presently identified precursors and secondary pollutants are: 

 

Precursors    Secondary Pollutants 
 

Volatile Organic Compounds 
   a) Photochemical oxidants (ozone O3) 

b) Organic fraction of PM10 
 

Nitrogen Oxides (NOx)  a) Photochemical oxidants (Ozone) 
b) Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
c) Nitrates NO3 

d) Nitrate fraction of PM10 
e) Nitrate fraction of PM2.5 

 

Sulfur oxides (SOx)   a) Sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
b) Sulfates (SO4) 
c) Sulfate fraction of PM10 
d) Sulfate fraction of PM2.5 

[Amended 2/15/11] 
 



(p7) Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Increment: 
 

The maximum allowable increase of ambient air quality above baseline concentration in 
the three classified areas. 

Allowable PSD Increments  
micrograms per cubic meter 

 

 Class I Class II Class III 
Sulfur Dioxide    
             Annual Arithmetic Mean 2 20 40 
                    24-hour maximum* 5 91 182 
                       3-hour maximum 25 512 700 
    
 Particulate Matter (PM 2.5)    
             Annual Arithmetic Mean 1 4 8 
                  24-hour maximum* 2 9 18 
    
Particulate Matter PM-10    
             Annual Arithmetic Mean 4 17 34 

                  24-hour maximum* 8 30 60 
    
Nitrogen Dioxide    

                         Annual 
Arithmetic Mean 

2.5 25 50 

*   Not to be exceeded more than once a year.   
 
 
(s2) Significant: 
 

The potential of a new or modified source to emit air contaminants that would equal or 
exceed any of the following rates, calculated on the basis of 24-hour emissions profiles, 
except as noted otherwise: 

Air Contaminant   Significant Emissions Rate 

Carbon monoxide    550 lbs. per day 
Nitrogen oxides    220 lbs. per day 
Sulfur dioxide    220 lbs. per day 
Particulate matter    135 lbs. per day 
PM-10       80 lbs. per day 
PM2.5   54 lbs. per day of direct PM2.5 emissions; 
 220 lbs. per day of sulfur dioxide emissions; 
 220 lbs. per day of nitrogen oxide emissions. 
Ozone     220 lbs. per day of VOCs * or nitrogen 
oxides 
Lead         3 lbs. per day 
Asbestos           .038 lbs. per day 
Beryllium           .002 lbs. per day 
Mercury         0.5 lbs. per day 
Vinyl chloride        5.4 lbs. per day 
Fluorides       16 lbs. per day 
Sulfuric acid mist      38 lbs. per day 



Hydrogen sulfide (H2S)     54 lbs. per day 
Total reduced sulfur (including H2S)    54 lbs. per day 
Reduced sulfur compounds 
     (including H2S):       .027 lbs. per day 
Municipal waste combustors:  
Organic emissions: 3.2 × 10-6 megagrams per year (3.5 × 10-6 

tons per year) (measured as total tetra-
through octa-chlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins 
and dibenzofurans)  

Metals emissions: 14 megagrams per year (15 tons per year) 
(measured as particulate matter)  

Acid gas emissions: 36 megagrams per year (40 tons per year) 
(measured as sulfur dioxide and hydrogen 
chloride)  

Municipal solid waste landfills:  
Nonmethane organic compounds: 45 megagrams per year (50 tons per year) 

Greenhouse Gases: 
For the purpose of Rule 1-220 only: as specified in Rule 1-221.4 (a) or 1-221.4 (c) 
For the purpose of Regulation 5 only: as specified in Rule 1-221.4 (b)   

Other pollutants regulated under the Clean Air Act: any emissions rate whatsoever 
(52.21(b)(23)(ii)). 
 

Hazardous Air Pollutant (HAP)  
  listed pursuant to Section 112(g)  
  of the federal Clean Air Act  
  Amendments of 1990 and as  
  amended at the time of application   10 tons per year of any one HAP 
    25 tons per year for two or more HAPs 

* Volatile Organic Compounds except for ethanol sources below the EPA 
yearly threshold (40 tons per year). 

 
Not withstanding the above significant emissions rates for various air contaminants, 
significant also means any net emissions increase from any new or modified stationary 
source that would be constructed within 10 kilometers of a Class I area and have an air 
quality impact on such area equal to or greater than 1 microgram per cubic meter (24 
hour average). (40 CFR 52.21(b)(23)(iii))  The above Significant Emissions Rates are not 
to be used for CEQA determination. 
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RULE 150 - PUBLIC RECORDS

In accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 6254.7, all air pollution monitoring and emission data in
the possession of the District are public records. All information, analyses, plans or specifications that disclose the
nature, extent, quantity, or degree of air contaminants or other pollution which any article, machine, equipment or other
contrivance will produce, which are in possession of the District, are public records, with the exception of certified
"trade secrets". Trade secrets may only be certified upon written request by the owner of said secrets and concurrence of
the Control Officer. Within 10 days of receipt of any documents containing trade secrets, so designated by the owner,
the Control Officer shall:

a. Concur in the certification of said trade secrets and notify the owner that the documents will be placed in a locked
file to be made accessible only to the staff of the District or to the public following a court order.

b. Return to the owner all documents which have been designated as trade secrets, following a determination by the
Control Officer that they are not necessary in conducting the activities of the District.

c. Notify the owner that said trade secrets do not meet the criteria established and place the documents in a locked
file. All such documents will be considered as public records and will be so designated at the end of a 30 day
period, unless the owner files an appeal with the Air Pollution Control Board.

Upon request, any specific public records in the possession of the District will be made available to the public within 10
days. Such requests shall be in writing and a reasonable fee may be charged, not to exceed the actual cost of providing
the requested information.
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RULE 190 - VALIDITY

 

a. If any provisions of these regulations shall be rendered void or unconstitutional by judicial or other determination,
all other parts of these regulations which are not expressly held to be void or unconstitutional shall continue in full
force and effect.

b. The regulations are not intended to permit any practice which is in violation of any statute, ordinance, order or
regulation of the United States, State of California, county or incorporated city; and no provisions contained in
these regulations are intended to impair or abrogate any civil remedy or process, whether legal or equitable, which
might otherwise be available to any person.

c. These regulations shall be liberally construed for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the people of
the California North Coast Air Basin.
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RULE 210 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

If the Control Officer determines that the application is for a project or a portion of a project for which another public
agency has already acted as the lead agency in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970
(CEQA), no further processing of environmental documents shall be required. The Control Officer shall then follow the
procedure set forth in Article XII of Appendix A to this regulation.

If the Control Officer determines that the application is for a project which does not fall within the above paragraph, and
the Control Officer determines that the project is ministerial, categorically exempt or will have no significant effect on
the environment, it shall be exempt from the requirements of CEQA. If the Control Officer determines that such project
is not ministerial, is not categorically exempt but that it may have a significant effect on the environment, the
Procedures for Environmental Impact Review as found in Appendix A to this regulation, shall be followed. Other
project reviews performed by the District may proceed concurrently with a detailed environmental assessment, but no
Authority to Construct may be issued by the Control Officer until completion and filing of the Notice of Determination.



MENDOCINO COUNTY AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

RULE 220 - NEW SOURCE REVIEW STANDARDS (INCLUDING PSD EVALUATIONS)

(a) EMISSION ANALYSIS
In reviewing an Authority to Construct for any new or modified stationary source subject to the requirements of this
chapter, the Control Officer shall require the applicant to submit information sufficient to describe the nature and
amounts of emissions; the location, design, construction, and operation of the source; and to submit any additional
information requested by the Control Officer to make the approval determinations required by the provisions of Rule
230.

For the purposes of emission considerations:

1. Emissions from a proposed new or modified stationary source shall be based on the source's potential to emit any
air contaminant subject to regulation under the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977. (52.21(b)(4)).

2. Emissions from a proposed modified stationary source shall be based upon the cumulative net emission increases
or reductions that may occur as a result of the modifications and both Authority to Construct and Permit to
Operate conditions, excluding any emission reductions required to comply with federal, state, or district laws,
rules, or regulations, (52.21(b)(2&3)).

3. Emissions from an existing stationary or previously permitted source shall be based on the actual rate of air
contaminant emissions during the two-year period of operation prior to the date of application. A different
averaging period may be used if the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Control Officer that it would
be more representative of normal source operation, (52.21(b)(3&21)).

(b) NEW SOURCE REVIEW PROCEDURE

In reviewing an Authority to Construct for any new or modified stationary source which is subject to Rules 490 or 492;
or for any new or modified stationary source which the Control Officer estimates will result in a significant net increase
in emissions of any air contaminant regulated under the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, and precursors of such
contaminants, the Control Officer shall: (Significant levels are defined in Rule 130(s2))

1. Determine best available control technology (BACT) for each air contaminant for which the significance level is
exceeded and so inform the applicant, (52.21(b)(12)).

2. Analyze the effect of the new or modified stationary source on air quality for each air contaminant for which the
significance level is exceeded and require that the applicant comply with the pre-construction monitoring
requirements of Section 52.21 of the Code of Federal Regulations, (52.21(m)).

3. Apply approved stack height good engineering practice and prepare, or cause to be prepared, an analysis of the
effect of increased emissions of air contaminants on the PSD increments and the expected net increase above
baseline concentration for any proposed new major stationary source or major modification as defined in
[52.21(b)], including any associated vessel emissions. 

4. Publish a notice by prominent advertisement in at least one newspaper of general circulation in the District stating
where the public may inspect the information required by this Rule. The notice shall include the preliminary
determination; present additional and cumulative increment consumption; provide opportunity for a public
hearing; and allow 30 days beginning on the date of publication, for the public to submit written comments on the



application.
5. Make available for public inspection at the District office, the information submitted by the applicant, the analysis

of the effect of the source on air quality, and the preliminary decision to grant or deny the Authority to Construct.
6. On the date of publication, forward copies of the notice required in 220(b)(4) above to the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board, all APCD's in the air basin, and all adjoining APCD's in
other air basins, and any federal land managers of a Class I area which may experience a significant air quality
impact or is within 100 kilometers.

7. Hold a public hearing on the project in the event of an air quality controversy and consider all public comments
submitted prior to the granting or denial of the Authority to Construct.

8. Transmit copies of the application and notice of each action affecting the application to EPA and the managers of
any affected Class I areas.

9. All comments and the final determination on the application shall be available for public inspection.

(c) POWER PLANT REVIEW PROCEDURES

This section shall apply to all power plants proposed to be constructed in the District and for which a Notice of Intention
(NOI) or Application for Certification (AFC) has been accepted by the California Energy Commission. The Control
Officer, pursuant to Section 25538 of the Public Resources Code, may apply for reimbursement of all costs, which may
include lost fees, incurred in order to comply with the provisions of this section.

1. Within fourteen days of receipt of an NOI, the Control Officer shall notify the ARB and the Commission of the
District's intent to participate in the NOI proceeding. If the District chooses to participate in the NOI proceeding,
the Control Officer shall prepare and submit a report to the ARB and the Commission prior to the conclusion of
the nonadjudicatory hearings specified in Section 25509.5 of the Public Resources Code. That report shall
include, at a minimum: (a) a preliminary determination of the need for and a specific definition of best available
control technology (BACT) for the proposed facility, (b) a preliminary discussion of whether there is substantial
likelihood that the requirements of Rule 230(a) and all other District regulations can be satisfied by the proposed
facility, (c) a preliminary list of conditions which the proposed facility must meet in order to comply with Rule
230(a) or any other applicable district regulation. The preliminary determination contained in the report shall be
specific as possible within the constraints of the information contained in the NOI.

2. Upon receipt of an Application for Certification (AFC) for a power plant, the Control Officer shall conduct a
Determination of Compliance review in accordance with the procedures of Rule 220. If the information contained
in the AFC does not meet the requirements of Rule 200(b), the Control Officer shall, within 20 calendar days of
receipt of the AFC, so inform the Commission, and the AFC shall be considered incomplete and returned to the
applicant for resubmittal.

3. The Control Officer shall consider the AFC to be equivalent to an application for an Authority to Construct during
the Determination of Compliance review.

4. The Control Officer may request from the applicant any information necessary for the completion of the
Determination of Compliance review. If the Control Officer is unable to obtain the information, he may petition
the presiding Commissioner for an order directing the applicant to supply such information.

5. Within 180 days of accepting an AFC as complete, the Control Officer shall make a preliminary decision on: (a)
whether the proposed power plant meets the requirements of Rule 230(a) and all other applicable district
regulations; and (b) in the event of compliance, what permit conditions will be required including specific BACT



requirements and a description of required mitigation measures; and (c) complete the new source review
requirements of Rule 230.

6. Within 240 days of the filing date, the Control Officer shall submit to the Commission a Determination of
Compliance, or if such a determination cannot be issued, shall so inform the Commission as to the reason for
noncompliance.

7. Any applicant receiving a certificate from the Commission pursuant to this section and in compliance with all
conditions of the certificate shall be issued a Permit to operate by the Control Officer.
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RULE 240 - PERMIT TO OPERATE 
 

(a) PERMIT TO OPERATE REQUIRED 
A person shall not operate or use any stationary source, the use of which may cause the issuance of air contaminants or
the use of which may reduce or control the issuance of air contaminants, without first obtaining a written permit from
the Control Officer or except as provided in Rule 240(b).

(b) TEMPORARY PERMIT TO OPERATE 
Upon completion of construction or modification of and before operating or using of any new or modified stationary
source of air contaminants for which an Authority to Construct had been issued pursuant to the provisions of this
Chapter, the applicant shall notify the Control Officer in writing. Upon such notification, the Authority to Construct or
modify shall serve as a Temporary Permit for Operation of the equipment until the Permit to Operate is granted or
denied.

(c) PERMIT TO OPERATE 
The Control Officer shall take final action to grant, grant with conditions, or deny a Permit to Operate for any stationary
source within 180 calendar days after notification per section 240(b) or for a pre-existing source (i.e. a source without an
Authority to Construct) within 90 calendar days after receipt of application for Permit to Operate. The Control Officer
shall grant a Permit to Operate for any stationary source only after he has determined that, in his judgment, all source
construction and modifications were completed in accordance with the Authority to Construct granted pursuant to this
Chapter. Failure to act within the specified time period can be deemed by the Applicant to be a denial of the Permit to
Operate for appellate purposes. No Permit to Operate shall be granted for any stationary source constructed without
authorization as specified in Rule 200(a) until the information required is presented to the Control Officer, an emission
analysis is performed, and the source is altered, if necessary, and made to conform with the standards set forth in Rule
230 and elsewhere in this regulation.

(d) CONDITIONAL PERMIT 
The Control Officer may issue a Permit to Operate or Use, subject to conditions which will assure the operation of any
stationary source within the applicable standards set forth in these regulations, in which case, the conditions shall be
specified in writing. Commencing operation under such a Permit to Operate shall be deemed acceptance of all the
conditions so specified.

1. The Control Officer shall impose conditions on a Permit to Operate such as he deems necessary to ensure that the
stationary source will be operated in the manner specified in conducting the emission analysis of Rule 220 and in
granting the approval required by Rule 230.

2. The Control Officer may condition a Permit to Operate so as to prohibit a new stationary source which is a
replacement for an existing stationary source from operating, unless the operation of the existing source is
terminated.

3. The Control Officer may at any time issue a Permit to Operate with revised conditions if the applicant
demonstrates that the equipment can operate within the standards of these regulations under the revised
conditions.

(e) COMPLIANCE VERIFICATION 
As a condition of a Permit to Operate, the Control Officer may require that the owner provide, install, calibrate,
maintain, and operate continuous recording instruments to measure emission rates to the atmosphere and/or to measure
air contaminant concentrations at specific emission points or at locations adjacent to the plant property line. The Control
Officer shall forego the requirements of this subsection 240(e) if the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
Control Officer that there is no practical or reasonable achievable technology available to accomplish the monitoring
requirements.



1. Said permit conditions may, in addition, require:
A. That the measuring instruments meet minimum standards of measurement accuracy, calibration procedure

and calibration frequency as specified by the Control Officer.
B. That the recording section of such measuring instruments shall be installed in a location subject to frequent

operator surveillance or be equipped with suitable alarm devices.
2. The information recorded shall be summarized and reported to the District in the manner and form as prescribed

by the Control Officer.
3. Emission data obtained from owners or operators of stationary sources will be correlated with applicable emission

limitations and other control measures and will be available to the public during normal business hours at the
District Office, or submitted to EPA or ARB, upon request.

4. Monitoring records shall be retained by the owner for a period of not less than two years.
5. District personnel are to inspect and confirm calibration of measuring instruments, as necessary.
6. Any violation of an emission standard, ambient air quality standard, or breakdown of emission measuring

instruments, is to be reported to the District in accordance with the provisions of Rule 540, Equipment
Breakdown.

(f) MANDATORY MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 
Monitoring instruments shall be provided, installed, calibrated, maintained and continuously operated by the owner of
the following stationary source categories to measure air contaminant emissions or opacity from sources for which there
is an applicable federal, state, or local emission standard.

1. Fossil-fuel fired steam generators with a heat input of 250 million British Thermal Units (63 million kilogram
calories) or more per hour with a use factor of at least 30% per year.

A. Oxides of nitrogen.
B. Carbon dioxide or oxygen.
C. Opacity except: where gaseous fuel is the only fuel burned, or where oil or a mixture of gas and oil is the

only fuel burned and the source is able to comply with the applicable particulate matter and opacity
regulations without collection equipment, and where the source has not been found since December 31,
1970, through administrative or judicial proceedings, to be in violation of Regulation 1 of the North Coast
Air Basin.

D. Sulfur dioxide, if control equipment is used.
2. All sulfur recovery plants and sulfuric acid plants, sulfur dioxide.
3. Nitric Acid Plants.

A. All new nitric acid plants, oxides of nitrogen.
B. All existing nitric acid plants of greater than 300 tons per day production capacity, the production capacity

being expressed as 100 percent acid, oxides of nitrogen.
4. CO boilers of regenerators of fluid catalytic cracking units; CO boilers of fluid cokers if feed rate is greater than

10,000 barrels (1,500,000 liters) per day.
A. Sulfur dioxide.
B. Opacity.

5. Kraft Pulp Mills, total reduced sulfur (TRS) from Kraft recovery furnaces and lime kilns.

All monitoring calibrations, reporting requirements and specifications shall be in accordance with the requirements of
Appendix B of this Regulation 1 of the California North Coast Air Basin.

(g) PERMIT DENIAL 
The Control Officer shall deny a Permit to Operate for any new or modified stationary source of air contaminants which
does not meet the approval requirements specified in Rule 230. In the event of such denial, the Control Officer shall
notify the applicant in writing of the reasons therefore. Service of this notification may be made in person or by mail,
addressed to the applicant at the address set forth on the application, and such service may be proved by the written
acknowledgement of the persons served or affidavit of the person making the service. The Control Officer shall not
grant a Permit to Operate until the applicant has satisfied the requirements which were the basis for the denial.

(h) REVIEW OF PERMITS 



The Control Officer may at any time require from an applicant for, or holder of, any Permit to Operate, such
information, analyses, plans or specifications as will disclose the nature, extent, quantity or degree of air contaminants
which are or may be discharged into the atmosphere. If the holder of said permit within 30 days willfully fails and
refuses to furnish to the Control Officer information, analyses, plans, specifications, or test data requested, the Control
Officer may suspend the Permit to Operate. The Control Officer shall serve notice in writing of such suspension and the
reasons therefore on the permittee.

(i) POSTING OF PERMIT TO OPERATE 
A person who has been granted a Permit to Operate any stationary source, shall display such Permit to Operate, an
approved facsimile, or other approved identification bearing the permit number in such a manner as to be clearly visible
and accessible at a location near the source. In the event that the Permit to Operate cannot be so placed, the Permit to
Operate shall be maintained readily available at all times on the operating premises.

(j) TRANSFER 
Any permit or written authorization issued hereunder shall not be transferable, by operation of law or otherwise, from
one location to another, or from one person to another, unless such transfer is specified as a condition of permit
issuance.
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RULE 420 - PARTICULATE MATTER

(a) GENERAL COMBUSTION SOURCES

A person shall not discharge particulate matter into the atmosphere from any combustion source in excess of 0.46 grams
per standard cubic meter (0.20 grains per standard cubic foot) of exhaust gas, calculated to 12 percent carbon dioxide; or
in excess of the limitations of NSPS Rule 490, as applicable.

(b) STEAM GENERATING UNITS

A person shall not discharge particulate matter into the atmosphere from any steam generating unit, installed or
modified after July 1, 1976, in excess of 0.23 grams per standard cubic meter (0.10 grains per standard cubic foot) of
exhaust gas, calculated to 12 percent carbon dioxide; or in excess of the limitations of NSPS Rule 490.

(c) KRAFT RECOVERY FURNACES

A person shall not discharge particulate matter into the atmosphere from any kraft recovery furnace in excess of 0.23
grams per standard cubic meter (0.10 grains per standard cubic foot) of exhaust gas, calculated to 12 percent carbon
dioxide.

(d) NON-COMBUSTION SOURCES

A person shall not discharge particulate matter into the atmosphere from any non-combustion source in excess of 0.46
grams per actual cubic meter (0.20 grains per cubic foot) of exhaust gas or in total quantities in excess of the amount
shown in Table I, whichever is the more restrictive condition. 
  
 

TABLE I
ALLOWABLE RATE OF EMISSION BASED ON

PROCESS WEIGHT RATE
Process Weight Rate Rate of Emission Process Weight Rate Rate of Emission

Lbr/Hr Kg/Hr Lb/Hr Lb/Hr Kg/Hr Lb/Hr
100
200
400

45
92
183

0.55
0.88
1.40

6000
7000
8000

2720
3380
3680

8.6
9.5
104

600
800
1000

275
377
454

1.83
2.22
2.58

9000
10,000
12,000

4134
4540
5460

11.2
12.0
13.6

1500
2000
2500

68`
920
1147

3.38
4.10
4.76

16,000
18,000
20,000

7260
8220
9070

16.5
17.9
19.2

3000
3500
4000
5000

1362
1690
1840
2300

5.38
5.96
6.52
7.58

30,000
40,000
50,000
60,000
or more

13,600
18,100
22,700
27,200

25.2
30.5
35.4
40.0

Where the process weight per hour is between two listed figures, such process weight and maximum allowable



particulate emission per hour shall be interpolated linearly. The total process weight of all similar process operations
located at a single plant or of similar multiple plants located on a single premise, shall be used for determining the
maximum allowable particulate emission from the combination of such operations.

(e) GEOTHERMAL WELL DRILLING

Notwithstanding the provisions of Rule 420(d), a person shall not discharge particulate into the atmosphere from any
geothermal steam source in excess of the quantity established by the following formula: 
 

y = .00069X + 1.4

where y is the particulate emission rate limitation in kilograms per hour (averaged over one hour) and X is the steam
rate in kilograms per hour passing through a geothermal well drilling operation or any geothermal well being vented for
clean out.
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RULE 430 - FUGITIVE DUST EMISSIONS 
 

a. The handling, transporting, or open storage of materials in such a manner which allows or may allow unnecessary
amounts of particulate matter to become airborne, shall not be permitted.

b. Reasonable precautions shall be taken to prevent particulate matter from becoming airborne, including, but not
limited to, the following provisions:

1. Covering open bodied trucks when used for transporting materials likely to give rise to airborne dust.
2. Installation and use of hoods, fans, and fabric filters to enclose and vent the handling of dusty materials.

Containment methods can be employed during sandblasting and other similar operations.
3. Conduct agricultural practices in such a manner as to minimize the creation of airborne dust.
4. The use of water or chemicals for control of dust in the demolition of existing buildings or structures,

construction operations, the grading of roads or the clearing of land.
5. The application of asphalt, oil, water or suitable chemicals on dirt roads, materials stockpiles, and other

surfaces which can give rise to airborne dusts.
6. The paving of roadways and their maintenance in a clean condition.
7. The prompt removal of earth or other material from paved streets onto which earth or other material has

been transported by trucking or earth moving equipment, erosion by water, or other means.
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RULE 440 - SULFUR OXIDE EMISSIONS

A person shall not discharge into the atmosphere from any single source of emissions whatsoever sulfur oxides,
calculated as sulfur dioxide (SO2) in excess of 1,000 ppm; or in excess of the specific source emission limitations of
NSPS Rule 490 of the North Coast Air Basin, as applicable.







NORTH COAST AIR BASIN & MENDOCINO COUNTY AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

 

RULE 470 - REDUCTION OF ANIMAL MATTER

A person shall not operate or use any article, machine, equipment or other contrivance for the reduction of animal
matter, unless all gases, vapors and gas-entrained effluents which contain odorous material are: 
 

a. Incinerated at temperatures of not less than 1200 degrees Fahrenheit for a period of not less than 0.3 second; or
b. Processed in such a manner determined by the Control Officer to be equally, or more effective for the purpose of

air pollution control than (a) above.

A person incinerating or processing gases, vapors, or gas entrained effluents pursuant to this rule shall
provide, install, maintain in calibration, and continuously operate instruments and monitoring devices, as
specified by the Control Officer, for indicating temperature, pressure or other operating conditions.

For the purpose of this prohibition, "reduction" is defined as any heated process, including rendering,
cooking, drying, dehydrating, digesting, evaporating and protein concentrating.
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 RULE 480 - ORCHARD, VINEYARD, AND CITRUS GROVE HEATERS 
 

a. No new orchard, vineyard or citrus grove heater produced or manufactured shall be sold for use against frost
damage unless it has been approved by the California Air Resources Board. (Health and Safety Code 41860)

b. No person shall use any orchard, vineyard or citrus grove heater unless of a type from an approved listing by the
California Air Resources Board which does not produce more than one gram per minute of unconsumed solid
carbonaceous material. (Health and Safety Code 41860)
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RULE 540 - EQUIPMENT BREAKDOWN

  
(a) BREAKDOWN CONDITIONS

For the purposes of this rule, a breakdown condition means an unforeseeable failure or malfunction of any air pollution
control equipment or related operating equipment which causes a violation of any emission limitation or restriction
prescribed by these rules and regulations, or by State law, or similar failure of any required in-stack continuous
monitoring equipment where such failure or malfunction:

1. is not the result of neglect or disregard of any air pollution control law or rule or regulation;
2. is not intentional or the result of negligence;
3. is not the result of improper maintenance;
4. does not constitute a nuisance;
5. is not an abnormally recurrent breakdown of the same equipment.

(b) BREAKDOWN PROCEDURES

1. Any breakdown condition meeting the qualifications of Rule 540(a) shall constitute a violation of any applicable
emission limitation or restriction prescribed by these rules and regulations; however, the Control Officer may
elect to take no enforcement action if the owner or operator demonstrates to his satisfaction that a breakdown
condition exists and the following requirements are met:

A.  The breakdown is reported to the District Office as soon as reasonably possible, but no later than one (1)
hour after its detection during normal office hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), or one (1) hour after the start of
the next regular business day, whichever is sooner.

B. The owner or operator takes immediate steps to minimize the impact of the breakdown and come into
compliance.

C. The breakdown does not interfere with the attainment or maintenance of any national ambient air quality
standard.

2. The breakdown shall be logged, investigated and handled to its final disposition in accordance with uniform
District procedures.

3. Upon receipt of notification of a breakdown condition, the Control Officer shall promptly investigate and
determine whether the occurrence constitutes a breakdown condition. If it is not a breakdown condition, he may
take appropriate enforcement action including, but not limited to, seeking fines, an abatement order, or an
injunction against further operation.

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Within ten (10) days after a breakdown occurrence has been corrected, the owner or operator shall submit a written
report to the Control Officer including, but not limited to, the following details:

1. Duration of excessive emissions.
2. Estimate of quantity of emissions.
3. Statement of the cause of the occurrence.
4. Corrective measures to be taken to prevent recurrences.

Documentation of the breakdown condition may be required by the Control Officer.



(d) BURDEN OF PROOF

The burden shall be on the owner or operator of the source to provide sufficient information to demonstrate that a
breakdown did occur. If the owner or operator fails to provide sufficient information, the Control Officer shall undertake
appropriate enforcement action.

(e) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Any failure to comply, or comply in a timely manner, with the reporting requirements established in subparagraphs (b)
(1)(A) and (c)(1) through (c)(4) of this rule shall constitute a separate violation of this rule.

(f) FALSE CLAIMING OF BREAKDOWN OCCURRENCE

It shall constitute a separate violation of this rule for any person to file with the Control Officer a report which falsely,
or without probable cause, claims that an occurrence is a breakdown occurrence.

(g) EXTENDED BREAKDOWN PROVISIONS

For any occurrence which causes a breakdown condition meeting the requirements of Rule 540(a) and which may
persist for longer than twenty-four (24) hours (ninety-six hours for monitoring equipment), the owner or operator may,
in lieu of shutdown, obtain an emergency variance as provided in Rule 615.
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RULE 2-101 Restrictions and Descriptions

This regulation prohibits the use of open outdoor fires within the North Coast Air Basin with certain exceptions as
outlined in 2-102.

101.1 Restrictions

No person shall ignite or cause to be ignited or suffer, allow or maintain any open outdoor fire for the disposal of
rubber, petroleum or plastic wastes, demolition debris, tires, tarpaper, wood waste, asphalt shingles, linoleum cloth,
household garbage or other combustible refuse; or for metal salvage or burning of motor vehicle bodies.
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RULE 2-102 EXEMPTIONS

 

102.1 
Fires used only for the cooking of food for human consumption or fires used for recreational purposes.

102.2 
Fires set or permitted by any public officer when such fire is necessary for any of the following purposes: (Health &
Safety Code Section 41801)

102.2.01 - The prevention of an imminent fire hazard, as defined in 2-207. 
102.2.02 - The instruction of public employees in the methods of fighting fires. 
102.2.03 - The instruction of employees in methods of fighting fire, when such fire is set pursuant to
permit, on property used for industrial purposes. 
102.2.04 - The setting of backfires necessary to save life, or valuable property pursuant to Section 4426 of
the Public Resources Code. 
102.2.05 - The abatement of fire hazards pursuant to 13055 Health & Safety Code Section. (Any public
agency authorized to engage in fire protection activities, including but not limited to a fire protection
district, city, city and county, or county fire department, the Department of Forestry, and the United States
Forest Service, may use fire to abate a fire hazard.) 
102.2.06 - Disease or pest prevention, where there is an immediate need for, and no reasonable alternative
to burning.

102.3 
Fires used for the disposal of non-industrial wood waste from trees, vines, and brush at any approved disposal site in the
North Coast Air Basin subject to the restrictions and limitations of 2.101.1 and 2-400 Health and Safety Code Section
41804.5.

102.4 
Fires set in accordance with Sections 2-300 of this regulation, and subject to the restrictions and limitations of 2-101.1
and 2-400 (Health & Safety Code Section 41804.5)

102.5 
Fires conducted in a mechanized burner subject to permit conditions specified by the District such that no air
contaminant is discharged into the atmosphere for a period or periods aggregating more than 30 minutes in any eight
hour period which is:

102.5.01 - As dark or darker in shade as that designated as No.1 on the Ringelmann Chart, as published by
the United States Bureau of Mines; or 
102.5.02 - Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view to a degree equal to 102.5.01.
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RULE 2-302 OPEN BURNING - NON-AGRICULTURAL

Open outdoor fires may be allowed only for the disposal of approved combustibles on permissive burn days in the
following non-agricultural operations.

302.1 Single Or Two Family Dwellings for the disposal of approved combustibles burned on the property where
generated is not restricted to permissive burn days except in the following areas:

The Humboldt Bay Air Basin (Appendix A)
The Ukiah-Little Lake Air Basin (Appendix B)

302.2 Property Development for the disposal of wood waste from trees, vines, or brush on the property where grown
and which is being developed for commercial or residential purposes (Health & Safety Code Section 41802).

302.3 Fire Hazard Reduction for the disposal of brush cuttings resulting from brush clearance done in compliance with
local ordinances to reduce fire hazard on the property where grown (Health & Safety Code Section 41802).

302.4 Right-of-Way Clearing by a public entity or a utility.

302.5 Levee, Reservoir and Ditch maintenance.
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Rule 2-303 Burn Day Determination

303.1 
Information as to whether a day is a permissive burn day or a no-burn day will be available from the designated
agencies listed under 2-305 of this regulation, and will be transmitted to the general public by announcement over local
radio and television stations. 24-hour burn conditions may be obtained by phoning:

North Coast Unified AQMD (707) 443-3091
Mendocino County AQMD (707) 463-4391

Northern Sonoma County APCD (707) 544-BURN

303.2 
Burning decisions will be made covering the entire California North Coast Air Basin; however, more restrictive
conditions may be imposed for localized problem areas.

303.3 
Upon request from a permittee through a designated agency, seven days in advance of a specific range improvement,
forest management or wildland vegetation management burn at any elevation below 6000 feet (MSL), a permissive-burn
or no-burn notice will be issued by the ARB up to 48 hours prior to the date scheduled for the burn. Without further
request, a daily notice will continue to be issued until a permissive-burn notice is issued.

303.4 
A permissive-burn or no-burn advisory outlook will be available up to 72 hours in advance of burns specified in 303.3.

303.5 
The ARB or the District may cancel permissive-burn notices that have been issued more than 24 hours in advance if the
cancellation is necessary to maintain suitable air quality.
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RULE 2-305 Designated Agencies

Agricultural burning permits are issued ONLY by the following designated agencies within their areas of jurisdiction: 
 

Arcata Fire Department
Brooktrails Fire Department

California Department of Forestry
Cloverdale Fire Department

Eureka Fire Department
Forestville Fire Protection District

Fort Bragg Fire Department
Guerneville Fire Protection District

Healdsburg Fire Department
Humboldt Fire District No. 1

Little Lake Fire Protection District (Willits)
Mendocino County Air Quality Management District
North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District

Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District
Potter Valley Fire Department

Redwood Valley-Calpella Fire District
Ukiah Valley Fire Protection District

United States Bureau of Indian Affairs
United States Forest Service
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RULE 2-501 Prohibitions

501.1 
No person shall set, or allow to be set, any open outdoor fires on days when prohibited by the ARB, or by the District,
unless, specifically exempted by the provisions as outlined in 2-102 of this regulation.

501.2 
No person shall set, or allow to be set, any open outdoor fires as may be allowed by 2-301 and 2-302, or this regulation,
unless he has a valid permit from a designated Fire Control Agency and/or the District as required in 2-304 of this
regulation.
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