
MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 1.1 Title

LAST REVISED 01/15/89

These rules and regulations shall be known as the Rules and Regulations of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control
District. 



January 15. 1989



MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 1.2 Definitions 
LAST REVISED 01/15/89

Except as otherwise specifically provided ln these rules and, except where the context otherwise indicates, words used
in these Rules are used in exactly the same sense as the same words are used in the Health and Safety Code.

A1 Agricultural Burning 
Open outdoor fires used ln agricultural operations ln the growing of crops or raising of fowl or animals, forest
management, range improvement, wildland vegetative management, the improvement of land for wildlife and game
habitat, disease or pest prevention or the maintenance of a system for delivery of water used in agricultural operations.

A2 Air Contaminant or Air Pollutant 
Any discharge, release, or other propagation into the atmosphere and includes, but is not limited to, smoke, charred
paper, dust, soot, grime, carbon, fumes, gases, odors, particulate matter, acids, or any combination thereof.

A3 Approved Combustibles 
Paper, cardboard, wood, dry vegetative matter or other materials as approved by the Control Officer.

A4 Atmosphere 
The air that envelopes or surrounds the earth.

A5 ARB 
The California Air Resources Board.

B1 Baseline Air Quality; Date 
The ambient concentration level reflecting actual air quality as monitored or modeled as of June 18, 1979.

B2 Board 
Air Pollution Control Board of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District which is the Board of Supervisors. 

B3 Bulk Plant 
Any facility where petroleum products are received by tank car or tank vehicle and are stored or blended in bulk for the
purpose of distribution in tank car or tank vehicle.
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C1 Class I Area 
Any area which has been or may be designated Class I by a Federal or State authority empowered to make such
designation.

C2 Combustible Waste 
Any solid or liquid combustible waste material containing carbon in a free or combined state.

C3 Combustion Contaminants 
Particulate matter discharged into the atmosphere from the burning of any kind of material containing carbon in a free or
combined state.

C4 Complete Application 
Completeness of an application for an authority to construct a new or modified stationary source shall be evaluated on
the basis of a list of required information shown in Appendix A of these Regulations.



C5 Condensed Fumes 
Minute, solid particles generated by the condensation of vapors from solid matter after volatilization from the molten
state, or may be generated by sublimation, distillations, calcination, or chemical reaction, when these processes create
air-borne particles.

C6 Control Officer 
An Air Pollution Control Officer of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District.

D1 District 
The Modoc County Air Pollution Control District.

D2 Dusts 
Minute, solid particles released into the air by natural forces or by mechanical processes such as crushing, grinding,
milling, drilling, demolishing, shoveling, conveying, covering, bagging, sweeping, or other similar processes. 

E1 EPA 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency, as established by Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

F1 Fugitive Emissions 
Emissions which could not reasonably pass through a stack, chimney, vent or other functionally equivalent opening.

H1 Hearing Board 
The Hearing Board of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District.

I1 Implement of Husbandry 
A vehicle which is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations, and which is not designed primarily for
the transportation of persons or property on a highway.

I2 Incinerator 
Any furnace or similar enclosed fire-chamber, with or without a draft control, used for burning refuse or other waste
material.

M1 Multi-Component System 
A collection, or combination, of mutually dependent articles, structures, or devices customarily or necessarily started,
operated and taken out of service as a unit.

M2 Multiple-Chamber Incinerator 
Any article, machine, equipment, contrivance, structure, or any part of a structure used to dispose of combustible refuse
by burning; consisting of three or more refractory-lined chambers in series; physically separated by refractory walls;
interconnected by gas passage ports or ducts and employing adequate design parameters necessary for maximum
combustion of the material to be burned.

N1 Net Emissions Increase 
The sum of all increases in emissions of any given pollutant from a new or modified stationary source occurring after
the baseline date, minus any reduction in emissions of that pollutant at the stationary source occurring five years prior to
the baseline date. Reductions in emissions shall be valid for determining net emissions increases only if they are
established pursuant to Authorities to Construct and Permits to Operate. 

O1 Open Outdoor Fire 
Complete or partial burning or smoldering of any combustible refuse or other material of any type, directly exposed to
the atmosphere, whether or not enclosed in a fire-proof container, where the products of combustion are not channeled
through a flue.

P1 Particulate Matter 
Any material, except uncombined water, which exists in a finely divided form as a liquid or solid at standard conditions.



P2 Permit 
A Certificate of Compliance, Authority to Construct, Temporary Permit to Operate, or Permit to Operate, whichever is
legally in effect.

P3 Person 
Any person, firm, association organization, partnership, business trust, corporation, company, contractor, supplier,
installer, user or owner, or any state or local governmental agency or public district or any officer or employee thereof.

P4 PM10 
Particulate matter that includes only those particles with an aerodynamic diameter less than or equal to a nominal
10 micrometers.

P5 Portable Source 
A source which has been permitted and is relocated from time to time.

P6 Process 
Separate items of equipment shall be considered as part of the same process if they are located on contiguous property,
the operation of each item of equipment is dependent upon or affect the operation of the others and the operation of all
such equipment involves a common raw material or product.

P7 Process Weight 
The total weight of all materials introduced into any specific process which may cause discharge into the atmosphere.
Solid fuels charged will be considered as part of the process weight, but liquid and gaseous fuels and combustion air
will not. The weight of wood products shall be calculated at 12% moisture on a dry basis. 

P8 Process Weight Rate 
Total process weight divided by the number of hours in one complete operation, from the beginning to completion
of any given process, excluding any time during which the equipment is idle.

P9 PSD Permit 
A Permit to Operate issued pursuant to Section 105 of the Federal Clean Air Act.

R1 Regulation 
One of the major subdivision of Rules of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District.

R2 Residential Rubbish 
Refuse originating from residential uses including wood, paper, cloth. cardboard, tree trimmings, leaves, lawn clippings,
and dry plants.

R3 Rule 
A rule of the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District.

S1 Section 
A section of the Health and Safety Code of the State of California unless some other statute is specifically mentioned.

S2 Shall and May 
"Shall" is mandatory; "May" is permissive.

S3 Significance Level 
The potential of a new or modified stationary source to emit air contaminants that would equal or exceed any of the
following rates:

POLLUTANT TONS/YEAR
Halogenated Hydrocarbons 40



Reactive Organic Compounds 40
Nitrogen 0xides 40
Sulfur Oxides 40
Particulate Matter 25
Carbon Monoxide 100
Lead 0.6
Asbestos 0.007
Beryllium 0.0004
Mercury 0.1
Vinyl Chloride 1
Fluorides 3
Sulfuric Acid Mist 7
Hydrogen Sulfide 10
Total Reduced Sulfur Compounds 10
Reduced Sulfur Compounds 10
PM10 15

Furthermore, significance level also means any net emission increase from any new or modified stationary source which
would be constructed within 10 kilometers of a Class I area and have an air quality impact on such an area equal to or
greater than 1 microgram per cubic meter (24-hour average).

S4 Source Operation 
The last operation preceding the emission of an air contaminant which operation:

a. results in the separation of air contaminants from the process materials or in the conversion of the process materials
into air contaminants, as in the case of combustion of fuels.

b. is not an air pollution abatement operation.

S5 Standard Conditions 
Dry gas temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit and dry gas pressure of 14.7 pounds per square inch absolute. Results of
all analyses and tests shall be calculated and reported at this gas temperature and pressure.

T1 Total Reduced Sulfur (TRS) 
Reduced sulfur contained ln hydrogen sulfide, mercaptans, dimethyl sulfide, dimethyl disulfide or other organic sulfide
compounds, all expressed as hydrogen sulfide. Sulfur dioxide, sulfur trioxide, or sulfuric acid are not to be included in
the determination of TRS. 

T2 Trade Secrets 
May include but not limited to any formula, plan, pattern, process, tool, mechanism, compound, procedure, production
data, or compilation of information which is not patented, which is known only to certain individuals within a
commercial concern who are using it to fabricate, produce, or compound an article of trade or a service having
commercial value, and which gives its user an opportunity to obtain a business advantage over competitors who do not
know or use it.

V1 Variance

An authorization by the Hearing Board to permit some act contrary to the requirements specified by these Rules and
Regulations.













































































































MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 4.1 Visible Emissions 
Revised: January 15. 1989 

Except as provided in these regulations, a person shall not discharge into the atmosphere from any single source of
emission whatsoever, any air contaminant for a period or periods aggregating more than three minutes in any one hour
which is: 

A. As dark or darker in shade as that designated as No. 2 on the Ringelmann chart as published by the United States
Bureau of Mines. 

B. Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke described in
subsection A. of this rule. 

C. The provisions of Rule 4.1.A. and Rule 4.1.B. shall not apply to: 
1. Fires set pursuant to Rule 4.3. 
2. Agricultural burning for which a permit has been granted pursuant to Regulation VII. 
3. Use of any aircraft to distribute seed, fertilizer, insecticide, or other agricultural aids overlands devoted to

the growing of crops or raising of fowl or animals. 
4. The use of orchard and citrus grove heaters which are in compliance with the requirements set forth in Rule

4.11.
5. Fires set or permitted by any public officer in the performance of his/her official duty for the improvement

of watershed, range, or pasture. 
6. Agricultural operations necessary for the growing of crops or raising of fowl or animals. 
7. The use of other equipment in agricultural operations necessary for the growing of crops or raising of fowl

or animals. 
8. The use of visible emission generating equipment in training sessions conducted by governmental agencies

necessary for certifying persons to evaluate visible emissions. 
9. Smoke emissions from teepee burners operating in compliance with Section 4438 of the Public Resources

Code during the disposal of forestry and agricultural residues or forestry and agricultural residues with
supplementary fossil fuels when such emissions result from the startup or shutdown of the combustion
process or from the malfunction of emission control equipment. This exception shall not apply to emissions
which exceed a period or periods of time aggregating more than 30 minutes in any 24-hour period. This
exception shall not apply to emissions which result from the fai1ure to operate and maintain in good
working order any emission control equipment. 

10. Smoke emissions from burners used to produce energy and fired by forestry and agricultural residues with
supplementary fossil fuels when such emissions result from startup or shutdown of the combustion process
or from the malfunction of emission control equipment. This exception shall not apply to emissions which
exceed a period or periods of time aggregating more than 30 minutes in any 24-hour period, or which result
from the failure to operate and maintain in good working order any emission control equipment. 

11. Emissions from methanol fuel manufacturing plants which manufacture not more than 2,000,000 gallons of
methanol fuel per day from wood agricultural waste, natural gas, or coke (exclusive of petroleum coke). As
used in this rule, "manufacturing plant" shall include all necessary support systems, including field
operations equipment that provide feed stock. However, this exception shall apply to not more than one
such methanol fuel manufacturing plant in the Northeast Plateau Air Basin and each such plant shall be
located in an area designated as an "attainment area" pursuant to the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.)
and shall meet all applicable standards required by the district board. This exception shall remain in effect
with respect to such a plant until five years after construction of the plant and shall have no force and effect
with respect to such a plant on and after such date. 

D. When the presence of uncombined water is the only reason for the failure of an emission to meet the visible
emissions limitation (Rule 4.1), that rule shall not apply. The burden of proof which establishes the application of
this exception shall be upon the person seeking to come within its provisions.





MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 4.6 Circumvention 
Revised: January 15, 1989 

A. No person shall install or use any equipment which, without resulting in a reduction in the total release of air
contaminant to the atmosphere, reduces or conceals an emission that would otherwise constitute a violation of
these rules. 

B. Violations of Rule 4.2 (Nuisance) are excepted from Rule 4.6.A.



MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 4.8 Combination of Emissions 
Revised: January 15. 1989 

A. If air contaminants from two or more source operations are combined prior to emission and there are adequate and
reliable means reasonably susceptible to confirmation and use by the Control Officer for establishing a separation
of the components of the combined emission to indicate the nature, extent, quantity and degree of emission arising
from each such source operation, this regulation shall apply to each such source operation separately. 

B. If air contaminants from two or more source operations are combined prior to emission, and the combined
emissions cannot be separated according to the requirements of Rule 4.8.A., this regulation shall be applied to the
combined emission as if it originated in a single source operation subject to the most stringent limitations and
requirements placed by this regulation on any of the source operations whose air contaminants are so combined.



MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 4.9 Separation of Emissions 
Revised: January 15. 1989 

If air contaminants from a single source operation are emitted through two or more emission points, the total emitted
quantity of any air contaminant limited in this regulation cannot exceed the quantity which would be the allowable
emission through a single emission point; and the total emitted quantity of any such air contaminant shall be taken as the
product of the highest concentration measured in any of the emission points and the combined exhaust gas volume from
all emission points, unless the person responsible for the source operation establishes the correct total emitted quantity. 



MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 4.11 Orchard and Citrus Heaters 
Revised: January 15, 1989 

No new orchard or citrus heater shall be sold for use against frost damage unless it has been approved by the Air
Resources Board. No person shall use any orchard or citrus heater unless it has been approved by the Air Resources
Board, or does not produce more than one gram per minute of unconsumed solid carbonaceous material. 

























MODOC COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

RULE 7.1 Definitions 
REVISED: May 1, 1989 

A. Agricultural Burning 
Open outdoor fires used ln agricultural operations in the growing of crops or raising of fowl or animals, forest
management, range improvement, wildland vegetative management, improvement of land for wildlife and game habitat,
disease or pest prevention, or the maintenance of a system for delivery of water used in agricultural operations.

B. Open Burning in Agricultural Operations

1. The burning in the open of materials produced wholly from operations in the growing and harvesting of crops or
raising of fowl or animals for the primary purpose of making a profit, or instruction by an educational institution;
and

2. In connection with operations qualifying under Subdivision 1:

a. the burning of grass and weeds in or adjacent to fields in cultivation or being prepared for cultivation;
and

b. the burning of materials not produced wholly from such operations, but which are intimately related
to the growing or harvesting of crops and which are used in the field, except as prohibited by district
regulations. Examples are fertilizer and empty pesticide sacks or containers, where the sacks or
containers are emptied in the field.

C. Range Improvement Burning 
Use of open fires to remove vegetation for wildlife, game or livestock habitat or for the initial establishment of an
agricultural practice on previously uncultivated land. 

D. Forest Management Burning 
Use of open fires, as part of a forest management practice, to remove forest debris. Forest management practices include
timber operations, silvicultural practices or forest protection practices. 

E. Brush Treated 
Material to be burned has been felled, crushed or uprooted with mechanical equipment, or has been desiccated with
herbicides, or is dead.

F. Timber Operations 
Cutting or removal of timber or other forest vegetation. 

G. Silviculture 
Establishment, development, care and reproduction of stands of timber. 

H. Board 
State Air Resources Board, or any person authorized to act on its behalf. 

I. Designated Agency 
Any agency designated by the District as having authority to issue agricultural burning permits. The U.S. Forest Service
and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and the Bureau of Land Management are so designated
within their respective areas of jurisdiction. 

J. No-burn Day 
Any day on which agricultural burning is prohibited by the Board or the District. 

K. Permissive-burn Day 
Any day on which agricultural burning is not prohibited by the Board. 



L. District 
Modoc County Air Pollution Control District. 

M. Approved Ignition Device 
Those instruments or materials that will ignite agricultural waste without the production of black smoke by the ignition
device. This would include such items as liquid petroleum gas, butane, propane, or diesel oil burners, flares, drip
torches, heli-torches, terra-torches, Alumigel, and petroleum fuel boosters (blivets), but does not include the use of tires,
tar paper, oil, and other similar materials. 

N. Permit 
Agricultural burning permit issued pursuant to the Modoc County Air Pollution Control District's Rules and
Regulations. 

O. Agricultural Burning Guidelines 
Provisions of Subchapter 2, Chapter 1, Part III, Title 17, California Code of Regulations. 

P. Wildland Vegetation Management Burning 
Use of prescribed burning conducted by a public agency, or through a cooperative agreement or contract involving a
public agency, to burn land predominantly covered with chaparral (as defined in Title 14, California Code of
Regulations, Section 1561.1), trees, grass or standing brush.

Q. Prescribed Burning 
Planned application of fire to vegetation on lands selected in advance of such application, where any of the purposes of
the burning are specified in the definition of agricultural burning as set forth in Health and Safety Code Section 39011.

1. The planned application of fire may also include allowing naturally or accidentally ignited fires to continue to
burn pursuant to a burn plan.

R. Sensitive Receptor Area 
Includes, but is not limited to, any city or nearby populated area or any Class I area. 

S. Burning Permit 
Permit issued by a designated fire protection agency. 
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