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STATE OF iv!ICHIGAN 
JOHN ENGLER 

GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE OROER 
1991-31 

COMMISSION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

MICHIGAN CEPARTMEHT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION 

NOW. THE.=tEFORE. I, John Engler, Governor Di the Sta:ta Di Midligan, pun;uarn 
to the powers vested in me by Anica v. Section 1, Article V, Sedion 2 and Article V, 
Section 8, of the Constitution of the St.l:la of Michigan ct 1963 and the laws of the State 
of MichiOan, do hereby ordar the following: 
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I. GENERAL 

A. New Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

1. All the s.at1..1ory al.f!hor.;y, ~o-wer.;, duties. !undons anc responsibilities of the 
Commission of Natural Aesour::ss ar:a oi tr:e Department ct Natural Aesourcas, 
c:aated under Sections 1 and 2 cf Ac: No. 17 of the Pubttc Ac:s of 1921, as amended, 
being See-jons 299.1 and 299.2 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. and under Sections 
250 - 254 of Ac: No. 380 ot the Fi.:biic Ac:s of 1965, as amended. being Sections 
16.350 to 16.354 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and of the director of the 
Depanment of Natural Resources and of the agencies, boards and commissions 
contained therein, including the lunc:iOns of budget, procun1ment and management
related !unctions. and the tunc:ions set cut mora particulany in Part II below relating to 
natural reS0urces management and the lunc:ions set out more partic:ularty in Part 111· 
below relating to environmental protec:ion are hereby transferrad to the direc:or of a 
new Michigan Depanment of Natural Resources, by a Type II transfer, as defined by 
Section 3 of Act No. 380 of the Public Ac-.s of 1965. being Sec::ion 16.103 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws, unless otl".erwise specified in Part II below or in Part Ill 
below and with the following exceptions: 

a. Pursuant to Article V, Sedons 1, 2 ands. of the Constitution of the State of· 
Michigan of 1963, the power 10 designate a member of the Commission of 
Natural Resources a:i; chairperson is hereby transferred to and vested in the 
Governor and such member appointed by the Governor shall serve as 
chairperson at the pleasunt of the Governor. 

b. The director of the new Michigan Department of Natural Resourcas shall 
continue to be ap!X)inted by the Commission of Natl.Ira! Resources and shall 
continue to serve at its pleasunt. 

c. The Commission of Natural Resources may promulgate rules, not 
inconsistent with the law and wftl'I this Order, governing its organization and 
proc:adure. 

d. The Commission of Natural Rasourc:as shall, pursuant to Article V, Section 3, 
of the Constitution of the State of Michigan of 1963, be the head of the new 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and may es-.ablish general IX)licies 
relating to natural resaurc:as tnatt.agement and environmental pn:,teaion tor the 
guidanal of the CiRldor of the new Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 
l'ursuant ta ArticJe V, Sedona. o1 the Constitution of the State of Michigan of 
1963, the Commission of Natural Resoun::es and the new Michigan Department 
of Natural Resourcas shall be under the supervision of the Governor. 

e. A final dadsion of the c:lired0r of the new Michigan Department of Natural 
Resourcas or persons to whom the dirac:uir has lawfully delegated decision
making IUthority pursuant u:, this Order relating u:, the issuanc:a of a permit or 
operating Uc:ense is subject u:i tired review by the Commission of Natural 
Resourc:as as provided in Pan IV, B below. 

2. The dil'8d0r of the new Michigan Depamnent of Natural Resoul'C8s shall 
provide exaeutive direction and supervision for the implementation of the transfer. The 
tundions transferred to the new Mmgan Depanment o1 Natural Resourcas by this 
Order, with the axc:es:mon of those fundclns set out in Section A(1) a. b, c:. d and e 
abcMI. shall be aclministel"IICI under the clrac:ion and supenrision of the din:tc!or of the 
new Michigan Department of Natural Resources and all presc:ibed functions, unless 
otherwise spedfied herein, of rule making, lcansing and registration, including the 
prescription 01 rules, regulations, standards and adjudications shal~ unless otherwise 
spedfied herein, be transfemtd to the diractar of the new Michigan Oepartment of 
Nai:ural Rasoul'C8S. 
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4. All rules, orders. contrac:s and agreements relating to the 1unc:ions 
transferred to the new Mici'ligan Oepar.ment of Natural Resources lawfully adopted 
prior to the effedive date of this Order shall continue to be effec:ive until revised, 
amended or repealed. 

5. Any suit. adion or other proc&eding lawfully c::immenced by, against or 
before any entity affected by this Ort:er s."lall not abate by reason of the taking etfec: ot 
this Order. Any suit, ac:ion or other proceeding may be maintained by, against or 
before the appropriate succassor of Vly entity affected by this Orear. 

B. Department of Naturar Resources 

By virtue of this Order, the Department of Natural Resources is hereby 
abolished and its functions, duties and rasponsibilities transferred as set out herein. 
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UL ENVIRONMENT AL PROT'ECTION 

A. Air Quality 

1. The Vehicle Emissions Inspection and Maintenance Act, Act No. 83 of the 
Public Acts of 1980, as a.mended., being Section 257.1051 et seq. of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

2. The Air Pollution Ad. Ad. No. 348 of the Public Ad.s of 1965, as amended, 
being Section 336.11 et seq. of th& Midligan Compiled Laws, the Air Pollution Control 
Commission c:n,atad theraby is transferred by a Type Ill transfer, as defined by Section 
3 of Act Na. 380 of the Public~ of 1965, being Section 16.103 of the Michigan 
Compiled Lawl and the Air Pollution Contn)j Commission is hereby abolished. 
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D. Other 

1. All the statutory authority, powers. duties and func-Jons of the Commission ot 
Natural Resources, the Depanment of Natural Resources and the director ot the 
Department of Natural Resources and of the agencies, boards and commissions 
contained therein under the Thoma.s J. Anderson, Gordon Rockwell Environmental 
Prctedion Ac: of 1970, Ad. No. 127 of the Public Ac:s of 1970, being Sec:ion 691.1201 
et seq. of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

2. Except as otherwise provided herein, all the statutory authority, powers, 
duties and functions of the Commission of Natural Aesourcas, the Department of 
NaruraJ Aesourcss and the dirac:or of the Department of Natural Resourcas and of the 
agencies, boards and commissions contained therein relating to environmental 
protection under the Public Health Coce, Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of 1978, as 
amended, being Sec-Jon 333.1001 et seq. of the Mic."'ligan Compiled Laws. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

A. Oelegatlons 

1. The director of the new Mic."'ligan Department of Natural Resources may 
perlorm a duty or exercise a power conferred by law or this Order upon the dirac:or at 
the time and to the extent the duty or power is delegated to the direc:or by law or by 
this Order. 

2. The dirador ot the new Michigan Department of Na:rura/ Resources may by 
written instrument delegate a duty or a power conferred by law or this Order and the 
person to whom such duty or power is so delegated may perfonn such duty or exercsa 
such power a1 the time and to the extent that such dUty or power is delegated by the 
dir&dOr. 

3. Dedsions made by the dirac:10r of the new Miehigan Department of Natura/ 
Resources or persons to whom the director has lawfully delegated decision-making 
authority pursuant to this Order relating to natural resources management or 
environmental protection shall be linal when reducad to writing and defivered to all 
atfeded persons, unless otherwise provided by law. 

e. Adjudications 

1. General 

a. When a person is aggrieved by a finai decision of the director of the new 
Michigan Department of Natural Resourcas or persons to whom the director has 
lawfully delegated decision-making authority pursuant to this Order relating to 
natural resources management or environmental protection, except for a 
dec:ision relating to the issuance of a pennit or operating ic:anse. whether suc."'I 
dec:sion is affirmative or negative in fonn, the dedsion is subject to direct review 
by the courts as provided by law and in aa:::crdanca witl'I the genera/ court rules. 
A praliminary. procedural or intenned'iate action or ruling is not immediately 
reviewable, exc:ept that the court may grant leave for review of such action if 
review of the finai decision would not provide an adequate remedy. 
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b. Judicial review of a final decision shall be as provided by law anc: in 
ao::ordancs with the general court n;les. 

2. Permits and Operating Ucenses 

a. When a person is aggrieved ~y a cs:::sic:-: c! :r.s cirac=~ cf :ha ;-;;;w 

Michigan Cepanment of NaruraJ Resources or persons to whom the cirec:cr has 
lawfully delegated decision-maxing authority pur.;uant to this Ordar relating to 
tune'jons, duties and responsibilities tor the issuanes of a permit or operating 
6cense transferred by this Order, whether such decision is affirmative or 
negative in form, the person may seek to direct review by the Commission ot 
Natural Resources of such c!eeision within the time period provided by law or 
rule. A preliminary, procedural or intermediate action or ruling is net 
immediately raviewable, except that the Commission ot Natural Resources may 
grant leave tor review of such acion. 

b. The Commission of Natural Resourcas may utilize administrative law juc:ges 
or hearing officers employed by the new Michigan Department ot Natural 
Resources to conduct such reviews as contested cases and to issue proposals 
tor decisions as provided by law or rule. 

c. When a person is ·aggrieved by a final decision of the Commission of Narural 
Resources relating to the issuance of a permit or operating licanse, whether 
such decision is affinnative or negative in form, the decision is subjec: to direc: 
review by the couns as provided by law. A preliminary, procedural or 
intermediate action or ruling is not immediately reviewable, except that the c:::urt 
may grant leave for review of such action if review of the final decision would 
not provide an adequate ramedy. 

d. Judicial review of a final decision shall be as provided by law and in 
accordance with the general court rules 

C. Rescissions 

1. Exaamw Order 1969-1 (Advisory Council on Environmental Quality), 
ExaartlYa Order 1973-9 (Establishing the Michigan Environmental Review Board), 
Sedan S4 of ExttaJtlv8 Order 1980-1A (Exeartive Branch Reorganization), Exeartiva 
Order 1989-3 (Establshment of the Governor's Council on Environmental Quafity), 
and Exec:uUve Order 198H (Amending Executive Order 1989-3), are hereby 
rescinded. 

2. The rescissions of Executive Order 197~ (Establishing the Michigan 
Environmental Review Board), and Executive Order 1983-14 (Estab&shmsnt ot the 
Cabinet Council on Environmental Protldion), ara hereby ratified. 

4. Section 5 of Exac:utive Order 1973-2 (Transfer and Consolidation ot 
Environmental Functions), transferring cartain statutory authority, powers, duties, 
fundlons and responsibr"Bties fr0m the Oepartment of Public Health to the 0epanment 
of Natural Aasourcas and Section 6 of sud1 Exac:utive Order, as modified by Section 
2C of Exaamve Order 1976-8 (Mocilying E:'8aJtive Order 1973-2), transferring c:artain 
stmutary authority, power3, dutier. fUndons and responsibilities trom the 0eparunent 
of AgriCJlture tc the Department of Natural Resources ara nrtained in effad insofar as 
suc:h sedlons transferrvd such authority. powar3, duties, funcions and responsibilities 
to the Department ot Natural Resources, subject tc and to the extent not inconsistent 
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with the provisions of this Order. The remaining Sections of Executive Order 1973-2 
and Executive Order 1976-8 are hereby rescinded. The rac:ision of ExeCJtive Order 
1973·2a i:s hereby ratified. · 

D. Validity 

The invalidity of any portion of this Order shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder thereof. 

In fulfillment of the requirament of Artic!e V, SeC'jon 2, of the Constitution of the 
State of Michigan of 1963, the provisions ot this Executive Order shall bec::ime 
effective 60 days a:tter the filing of thiS On:ler. 

. , 

BYTHE GOVERNOR: 

~Jt~z:;_, 
SECRETARY OF STATE' 

r.Jed irilll Secretary rl Slate 
1111. 1;-,- ,,, • /{/: 1J•-

Given under my hand and the Grem Seal of 
the State of Michigan this ~ day of 
November, in the Year of our Lord, One 
Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-One, and of 
the Commonwealth, One Hundred Fifty-Five • 




