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URBANWATERS
A Partnership for Restoring Urban Waterways and Revitalizing Communities

Reminder:  Next Urban Waters Meeting, April 6
 

Presentations on Lead in Drinking Water

Join us for the next Urban Waters meeting to be held in
conjunction with the NIRPC Environmental Management
Policy Committee. The agenda includes presentations on
lead in drinking water from Peg Donnelly of USEPA and
Michael Kuss of the Sanitary District of Michigan City.
 
Date/Time: Thursday, April 6, 9 a.m.
Location: Lake Michigan Room, NIRPC, 6100
Southport Road, Portage, IN 46368

>Draft minutes of the January Urban Waters Meeting<

A Note from the New Ambassador
 

I'm excited to join the Urban Waters team!

Greetings, Partners. The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters
Partnership has made significant achievements over the past
several years, connecting people to our incredible water resources.
 I am inspired by your progress and excited to keep the momentum
going to protect and restore our Urban Waters for the betterment of
Northwest Indiana.

You can reach me at (219) 989-4156 or jbirchfield@pnw.edu. I look
forward to meeting each of you over the coming months to hear about your work and find ways
I can help.  

Spotlight on Success
 

Shirley Heinze Land Trust Earns National Recognition
Congratulations to Shirley Heinze Land Trust for achieving
accredited status from The Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, an entity promoting the highest national
standards for ensuring permanence in the conservation of
American lands. The Commission, an independent body of
the Land Trust Alliance, awards accreditation to land trusts
that meet standards for excellence, uphold the public trust,
and ensure that their conservation efforts are permanent.

>More Information<

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7oF_sqnjAKEVcWlBJMB5wNwh5ujQ881xCK1kMfSW0eTdEx-hJzPS5RGUo361O1Jtk_wm8JxcGEQWbsZMlo5TB-06AUTwV1lgQBsPL3_CYjuTOZBU5Bb2IpXsaJ4n3axrlRR5nDgmndzohfpa4RcphEoLpOu1j2J1sH7GI5OFAXYrbd_K0_8gyAOCfBOm9jNUl&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2k9uDc8AMKOUDc9i-Ra7ERY2uJXs4R1aLpeIpL6v5KC0CVkhEbCnEtr5nibJt495h063oOjLkXgrp10qSCmfDUPkscdjYIlqMieUEpHvi4oz_eXhBkRZ1UpgrItkewVqwkG-yyuRYbTEvKF1fqLrbxBe0wOpZ-ShHUifz7UZ2ybbOjtHWk73zTkOzN2UHnk2brinVask7djJ&c=&ch=
mailto:jbirchfield@pnw.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7WiXvcpBVfDBH26I8E8hsqo9f1UMUekZzMHHAulo548-JHMpTFehfujAxeLNdsNDzv5d_qMhdyr0JEMdUQzsJ7pTNJra4ZNPmov10IPgNOLnjEM6RBLno_QRQne-mp-m2XvIYQNrrcvQ=&c=&ch=


Upcoming Local Events

 
Little Calumet River Clean Ups
Volunteer Event - This Weekend

   
The Griffith Chapter of the IWLA is hosting

clean ups of the Little Calumet River. 

- March 25 and 26 - 9 am to 3 pm (between
Burr St. and Clark Rd.) 

- April 1st and 2nd - 9 am to 3
pm (between Clark Rd. and Chase St.)

Call (219) 276-6534 for more information.

Native Plant Workshops
Free Workshops - This Weekend

 
On Saturday, March 25 from 10 to 11 am

local plant expert Steve Sass will discuss
plant communities.

On Sunday, March 26 from 1 to 2 pm, join
Nathanael Pilla, botanist with Save the
Dunes, on a historical and botanical

journey through the Indiana Dunes flora.

>More Information<

  
Back to Basics 

Contractor Workshop
 

LaPorte County Soil and Water
Conservation District and 

LaPorte County MS4 Cooperative are
hosting a workshop for registered

contractors. Topics include stormwater
quality, maintenance strategies for BMPs,
charcoal brick dewatering, and inspector

responsibilities.

Tuesday, March 28, 9 am - noon

>Workshop Flyer<

Tree Planting and Maintenance
Free Workshop

 
The Northwest Indiana Regional Planning

Commission is holding a free tree
planting and maintenance workshop in 

Crown Point, Indiana as part of the
CommuniTree Program.  

Registration is required.

Thursday, March 30, 9 am - noon

>More Information<

Volunteer with SHLT
Volunteer Opportunities

Shirley Heinze Land Trust invites
volunteers to get outdoors, get some
exercise, learn new skills, meet new

people and do some volunteer
stewardship. Multiple events are
scheduled for April, including

stewardship work days and a free Hoosier
Riverwatch workshop. 

 
>More Information and Sign Up<

Friends of Indiana Dunes Plant Sale
Native Plant Sale

Purchase native plants at the Friends
of Indiana Dunes' 21st Annual Native

Plant Sale at the Indiana Dunes Visitor
Center in Porter. Pre-order forms

are available at the visitor center front
desk.

Saturday, April 8, 8 am to 1pm

For more information contact Zella Olsen.

Septic System Certification Training
Inspector and Installer Training

Onsite system installers, haulers, soil
scientists, designers, and home
inspectors are invited to attend

this training and certification workshop in
Porter County.

 
April 18-20, registration ends April 12

> Registration Form<

Green Gary
Earth Day Celebration

Celebrate Earth Day at this family-oriented
event. Hikes, exhibits and interactive

displays for everyone. Live bird
presentations.

Saturday, April 29, 10 am to 3 pm

>More Information<

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhaXJ5NaD2fAkEYOZS1YYcnC23-NaUA6vZV92589jGI-9jy3kbq8MRf4WDVjxbKsuqYa8jsDJoEuYJc242M4wwYtaOZyMNp4t9I9bymgwjYyT5fYza8m3QO5G6Egmwy2m8EFucFn-Lv04j8Hyp8S2StppdswO5oMS2bJ7xFhSSXDRpdZ6SsHKrhgA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho74Vc5d1v4P-VYP9QPBZOwSi2iModhSTMXdUMzt7KqAyhD-kZuSRR-0-6yYQiRTgz4Zc6xYMmeOj4mv36BKsMc-BcRQUco2O4ZNLpL1an-s9j7zTyVI38lGzJnAAm17mIwUnVSG0939IA1vja14vebQhmCQujfutEcfqZ6LT_qzR4AGtG9hW4sIlfbpskyuILi&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhaPDBV571Fajbo37j6VGJ23ROytQtE-aWmpNMfoV3B-fo7Q7t1WrqKO8pe_HPw4Oqyi_o2pftDOiDC3ovs61o4A-DNBf7KUFcbucntVjp27bbrb0b1NDnUV9divlrFUc58_zsvDsvszndP3LqGjmIS8UFY9DaMZAUfewdeCUPLG-OCN_Ht4_VU4_fB1MyPplmdoyuS4n9cu2QVxLk9OKrxLA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7bjtoDnMUt_J5bOa3fSp6nkgfqiVwAig_wDCLoq0LIvVLUS4Bz9B6IrcO01ulMseG3OmEz2RToCU_PRN7_0o-K3cAheIzIWMcupuEobQNp-sKP9vxxgJRqsrdjJT9h0Js&c=&ch=
mailto:zrolson@comcast.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho70s382ObWnC12DZ9yp79jmnF4taHAS5r5hNp4ot8Omy1L2NUjpa9S3k1rau2VcQLx-tjRFK89zSdt6bNB9DcoDvx6xtZKVZ-26wKplzO5lrdJl4IxlSLZeWmWg6TB9AGKnqO5w9TqEmnBikKb8WfuZAnERNmyDQIOl7jSodyAB5VHESAOARuCOf6TyuTvs6V1&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8Fha0KzWWv_o5G0JNpK109IWbBHFPAk4RjxI9rsqGh_3bSNLwWOMWlIYcox8ALjYk2byxNDk5WAkOyVLxVAwXnJuUmJJSzdlAtsE48qEYQKZzUSDDojwXj4cV4NEfyKEPRwu&c=&ch=


Items of Interest

 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund

Free Webinar

Learn about how the CWSRF can 
be used as a funding source for green

infrastructure and urban forestry
projects to reduce combined sewage

flooding problems. 

Wednesday March 29th, 1:30-3:00 PM

>Webinar Flyer<

Science to Achieve Results Grants
Free Webinar

This webcast will feature the work of 
two STAR grantees. USEPA's STAR grant
program funds research in environmental

programs, including stormwater
management. 

Wednesday, March 29, 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

>More Information and Register<

River Rally 2017
River Conference

River Rally is a national
conference, focused on education,

inspiration, and celebration with the river
and water community.  

Early registration ends April 7.

May 8 - 11, 2017
Grand Rapids, Michigan

 
>More information and Register<

 
Water Wednesdays Webinar Series

Free Webinar Series

WaterSense and ENERGY STAR are
teaming up to host a Water Wednesday
webinar series to help commercial and

industrial facilities tackle leaks and
reduce water use. Each webinar will

cover ways  to save water, energy, and
money by making changes within

different 
areas of a facility.

>More Information<

Funding Opportunities

 
Resilient Communities

The National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation and Wells Fargo have
partnered to create the Resilient

Communities grant program.  Grants of
$100,000 to $1,000,000 will be awarded

to eligible entities working to help
communities become more resilient.  

Proposals due March 30

>More Information<

CommuniTree Grants

Applications are now being accepted
from municipalities, counties and non-
profits in the Northwest Indiana Lake

Michigan Watershed to plant
approximately 700 native trees in public
places to help offset urban tree canopy

loss from 
emerald ash borer.   

Applications due March 31

>More Information<

 
Environmental Action Grants

NIPSCO is accepting applications for its

Wetland Program Development

The USEPA is soliciting proposals from

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7BNcFfaVwH9yIppZcaVndwvL6nkDDa2N1DkOt6sLPQEVhQz1GlQzU1EGzLSKKJ8N6fftfbwZj_ofz04WyZBOk04FwyxYHOJmBzHn1QSgoObGWVil9m08N-m9CvCP9sCEwLeC7mUkg5R_rdG96eSxME5Okzj1RC6_j1e4PP7_NKlXGqtnSCru3hV_dmOMRoZhQ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8Fha3XYQTWNURJBFkOBr1ImaWY4MD2RUZqyxz6cP2Qm--XhlLbCdQQ3C8VFldmJ-QhcMfjU70yWUdEEx-qhBhLJluBWfGhdrvhNC3V6Fiekbsv-F6M8uEDLBP8SLXbZowx4HZlB84gPYPWWl9U_AGkoP6mhloBpf8oZQ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhaX-OF8E7HprUF9wbBkiroiEp3Q-OUqdFmFqAqf76B1glCjw7Bw-oNGrCAVaT2-uetjsCSGDh_NhjJ5MdCr4qfJXT3qYessz8UWYzcrLBDQoLPGPoMjIVoqv6Y2-A0WGVXGshR-DJvyzpdYEnY2blyeA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhabelPhb5sUbmbiAOEmfIUchYcXN9Wa7M3lEIXxYa4De3DH8PJxwVPknrX2QoC-RXZMR4gSc-FZJDGQERgZmNOMbpons41HSkeDPelSFJ_s4Q-fD7uy5XmOvZanOPR2Q8hpfpFuddKtNk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7qnzxCZvSYrNNnupWSgbrD3vH_iOa1-gHglyzsCqMM54Ea9NtQxp8TRpOD4kZsMOf6Ci5qSvq9tBvtN7TgZao3cyug6pdOF--mLsEFTry-6bYq2x5LaUajp797Psm-ttHSv6puEoWqOSj1XRuH9pSgESAszlYWBz2&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhaavNoifC-OW7WOKs_ylxHf8le3_J0xlHZN6R1ypDLOW8qZlMB4B2SN2C0n9z559o9NPs8kpa9XQZ0i6ORPtjPrzt8UFs3QBkLM9Qzn84bm89-j3JJ82ObYjoN_BY9cc-ZntbpOPi6QrzZbHhk2wYm-OsXaIv0CbyKksNoTBlGB1iI_vT-HIt6ND56LJhFjdQMjATnfe3joqqVwwlKh0UR_r2l5SWOD5n8Fq24sy4l1P4=&c=&ch=


environmental action grant to support
local non-profit organizations with
restoration and education projects

throughout northern Indiana.  

 Applications due March 31, 2017

Funding Amounts:  $500-$5,000 
 

> More Information<

eligible applicants to develop or refine
state/tribal/local government wetland

programs.  Non-profit organizations are
not eligible to compete under this RFP.

Applications due April 20, 2017

Funding Amounts: $50,000 - $350,000

>More Information<

Regional Conservation Partnership
 

USDA announced funding for
approaches to benefit farming,

ranching, and forest operations, local
economies, and the communities and

resources in a watershed or other
geographic area.

Eligible entities:  State, local, and tribal
governments.  

Applications due April 21, 2017

>More Information<

 
319 Nonpoint Source Pollution

(NPS)

IDEM is seeking applications for 
projects that will reduce NPS pollution 
in Indiana's lakes, rivers, and streams.
Funding for selected projects will be

provided by Clean Water Act 
Section 319 NPS Management 

Program grant funds.  

Notice of Intent emails due June 1, 2017 

> More Information<

Urban and Community Forestry
Challenge Cost-Share Grant 

US Forest Service has funding to
support national urban forestry studies
or projects on non-federal public land
that have a national, regional, or multi-

state coverage. Local or individual state
urban forestry projects are not eligible. 

Applications due May 24, 2017

>More Information<

 
FWS Coastal Program

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
announced funding to provide direct

technical assistance and financial
assistance to coastal communities and
landowners to restore and protect fish

and wildlife habitat on public 
and private lands. 

Due September 30

>More Information<

The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership focuses on the Lake Michigan watershed in Lake,
LaPorte and Porter Counties, Indiana. 

Urban Waters works to connect urban communities, particularly those that are overburdened or
economically distressed, with their waterways by improving coordination among federal agencies and

state and local partners. The goals are to improve the Nation's water systems and to promote their
economic, environmental and social benefits.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7TCQQviCEvzU-e56Twty-3hTz9MYu9p64gR3FW2BaGE4NQGX46zOKrg8pm3Yf-IGngqJXm6EOamaUP6GGaYoG64pfbekNUiFU-0fMjCNhyDQrWzUCoEyY7l1DevF5YFDcBRiGko9wzpqg8DIcl3_fw40Jmhi-BNmBetpDG699u0g8WwuOr8JQJBDArkhksX8p&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7Ei8zorMnIsScExOUCLhpJW9TfWyveUBIPYBDlLVJDEBoLIGgspbB_V9z7EjrduVAZOxA_fKWcPjeqnV_VVv1WHcr5Qc0efUmYxTkBlCGR0deS5x07mZZDMw8q9WKz8TIGjpQF76r4Zhd1IqfeEm3iV2fViO8V-oCy9vPXziFau7a8XbwNzOv2g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho7-rg6aBm7rhavbsr3kIB8DJ70m60kxAmkHoqShzp8fUmUF3EG2SFTV9nTbPqXdN9qBaoXNtKPQTGnWP5ynxJGSJSevRXb6i5kmDw2DHqtAdor4Y2wBxbTG-ew3I5NBWgtFd2t7KwGvnYeaYvJHB_DCeHdZafGwByEb4Ba5cLYBcQN1ijEeCh4YQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2gwz0uTxUIiTpHedOaRu7Q3mjbBzEcafmOjyzOHYXQc7RQ2N-fdZh4YNniTS1yo4-HixQZNCjy2M-e44JmDKMz9Z3Z4ayKPdVAOiILumslvJWR84Cm_RnaNPAXvN7H9eKrDqeZoS4rBt&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2i839PaC7Ho77ws2VbHkMxsktUfZxZlpH4LPW-foT-B-XnmFBnKTFBWcNAJf81v2ROeRm-VVFIxMbqYPxjUUJX-7kqjhnTDNs1OKlgS2oBkf-Os-hoIRE_YPp_OjH1QK8J-8UdKvVygeOO6zvkQN4Urkcp8k3AUEa8PERvj526Cmcygfqexv2x4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00100zd2PO21mkuvMhdnQyUdvxMlyWZZVIMqwbQGXkkzihVY4zqHL_t2jpx_UVi8FhaAoOnQgBSXHYw7Er0nY3ayew_hIxf58ifS0wrNImN_wDCNV7tFampnno_T30ghAB9lnaixqveuCgYcaF3ei2dOZJhgYdSAH0kL2oHxut8oG_OXnvfh8c4PSgAz7IQKR2n5wtW91SwtneBpOLUbL4fxRNSdFxqAYXmByKRJTUcZo-iCh3WYu3NpA==&c=&ch=

