
Above:  The SCA tree team demonstrates tree
planting methods to SCA interns and other
volunteers.

Above:  EPA monitors after spill.

URBANWATERS
A Partnership for Restoring Urban Waterways and Revitalizing Communities

Spotlight on Success
 

CommuniTree Kicks off with Planting in East  Chicago

In celebration of Arbor Day, an enthusiastic
group of supporters successfully launched
the CommuniTree program at Washington
Park in East Chicago on April 26. After an
opening ceremony and tree planting
demonstration, representatives from
government agencies, not-for-profit
organizations, and private companies
planted 30 native trees throughout the park
with the help of volunteers and the SCA
CommuniTree team.
 
CommuniTree grew out of a conversation during an Urban Waters meeting about
the need for tree planting resources in northwest Indiana. Led by the Northwestern
Indiana Regional Planning Commission, CommuniTree is pleased to have support
from local industry and a wide range of public and non-profit partners. The program
plans to plant over 3,000 native trees across the region in 2017.  Read a Chicago
Tribune article covering the event.

EPA Final Update on US Steel - Portage Chromium Release

Beaches Open and Plant Operations Resumed

U.S. Steel has reported to EPA its estimate that 298
pounds of hexavalent chromium were released
during the April 11th spill. EPA's water testing showed
no hexavalent chromium impacts to the Burns
Waterway or Lake Michigan with all results from
water samples showing hexavalent chromium below
EPA's method detection limit of 1 part per billion. 

EPA monitored the U.S. Steel line-by-line startup
process and did not detect any additional hexavalent chromium from the outfall. U.S.
Steel has resumed full operations. The National Park Service has reopened its
neighboring beaches and Indiana American Water worked with IDEM to reopen their
Ogden Dunes drinking water intake. The National Park Service will oversee a long
term sampling and monitoring plan. EPA will work with NPS to develop and
implement this monitoring protocol. 

For more information, visit EPA's web page for the incident. For press inquiries,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BW8WXYuXYrZ7_t7SmavKuQIBZFBKJHQnynx3Le8KWrWCipIx5Pnee9u_1x7-cpH0OHA_HlxYVpcJbJ01sjotSHCorubZtkgB-5LHrTcvdB3eGymU2OGD6HRES9UUTBkIHeb9GLMwqauPPV67xJ38z0vUrJuLaLPZ3g5qti_kAVXCcdnTNFW9Wig4dknxsjXBZ-&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWIf8LI6QwwEiQeGowybcwJOYqawlrbWSvIx5jpD_W8kaRGN41XdI06CWzkuSXaipPRDW4BqzLlURI_Q1AKtBybI6LfLbrPF51A8-vgHZ5kXx84XaGoqObvEhPHzVJN3G1355JzIgM73Cl-0y9Ab2PvowvBT_CPtuddryjIbtwVa9b4Xo8mjGFhqcHGaism61Jz5vM8rXNgPs8J4V6f_2qqTQ_5D0KJ4Hca6TDavic6CM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWvCkgexNrgULQpsODzew5cTRsdYCkwpqqM1q9ipIBvatC5zj_RlrfyYlJQhC5z6cLCzvHxPWHxltWp8xuAvaOVhVwG_Qx_bzdA357LLLCQIFUeBU9LD54Dca4qbmkJOSfdUSUPkcKHMw=&c=&ch=


Above:  Photo of tapwater.

please contact Rachel Bassler, EPA Press Officer.

Urban Waters Meetings Held in April

Presentations on Lead at Joint Urban Waters - EMPC Meeting

The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters partners met in
conjunction with the NIRPC Environmental Management
Policy Committee on April 6, 2017. Thank you to
partners Peg Donnelly of USEPA and Michael Kuss of
the Sanitary District of Michigan City for great
presentations on lead in drinking water. Download
the draft minutes.

Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Federal Partners Meet

On April 24, the Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Federal Partners met in
Chicago to discuss each agency's current and planned projects and identify
opportunities for involvement in the Partnership. The meeting included 16
participants representing Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant, National Park Service,
Senator Donnelly's office, US Economic Development Administration, US Army
Corps of Engineers, US Environmental Protection Agency, US Forest Service,
and US Geological Survey. The group discussed current and upcoming projects
impacting Northwest Indiana's urban waters.

Upcoming Local Events

Hansen Park Work Day and Paddle
Earth Day Celebration

Join the Michigan City High School Wolves
Environmental Restoration Team to celebrate
the inaugural year of their service learning

group. Assist in their work day, enjoy a
picnic lunch, and experience a voyaguer
canoe paddle. Bring gloves, dress for
restoration field work and paddling!

Hansen Park, Michigan City, IN

Tuesday, May 2, 1:00-3:30pm

River Rally 2017
River Conference

River Rally, hosted annually by River
network, is a national conference that focuses

on education, inspiration, and celebration
with the river and water community.

Grand Rapids, Michigan

May 8-11, 2017

>More information and Register<

Tour of Shirley Heinze Nature Preserves
All-Day Bus Tour

Tour multiple Nature Preserves.  Shirley
Heinze staff, board members, and guest
speakers will provide insights on land

conservation and the ecology, g eology, and
history of Northwest Indiana.

Saturday, May 13, 8am-3:30pm

>More Information and Sign Up<

Spring Ephemerals Hike
Educational Hike at Ambler Flatwoods

Join Shirley Heinze Land Trust for an
educational hike to learn about Spring

Ephemerals at Ambler Flatwoods Preserve in
Michigan City. The hike is one of many

educational hikes offered in 2017.

Saturday, May 20, 9am-12pm

>More Information and Sign Up<

mailto:bassler.rachel@epa.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BW-tirNuAsDC9H2L3SDNA5YlftulqODRoALVKlXyeFyZeyWqmlFiUGNmS6cWrvHStf346fyrqdvKQVTjEpAjltYlkvxZSeFr7jFeNL2-tmhws14k4EhcztdLnaijcUSgdUH8EsUtqU4C_-2Hi3aiQuX7QdBpFAT3nXWW9GV-AptNaDz0uTrAJFfKboliYi5dhA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkKVjFJVU7gCSv-4LMNOno_elWbQYNf_fSaxaEu1UJhEjpTsKYb3d_-9-mAsxrGdgOD_ghjtHUFrnxiezYm2z5v-QwBTDOrzPdYayalqscATD7B58wBDqBUowASTqmUM5jwCV-QcNwJoGDsgElvogHAjS6EGn3tdqQw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkLNd4aL9FzYPBg6YTUqoONJyN4sQMt5F6wQKnMKAdjHDDHhwRen4riodiqmo1dyckHrHvv1Ufoi34A4bBCvw8XKz7N087JaiT0txGGxw8O57mqffChSLtBJr2zokxupQ_sX8FKYAWdeE&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkLNd4aL9FzYPBg6YTUqoONJyN4sQMt5F6wQKnMKAdjHDDHhwRen4riodiqmo1dyckHrHvv1Ufoi34A4bBCvw8XKz7N087JaiT0txGGxw8O57mqffChSLtBJr2zokxupQ_sX8FKYAWdeE&c=&ch=


Funding Opportunities

 
Urban and Community Forestry

Challenge Cost-Share Grant 

US Forest Service has funding to support
national urban forestry studies or projects

on non-federal public land that have a
national, regional, or multi-state coverage.

Local or individual state urban forestry
projects are not eligible. 

Applications due May 24, 2017

>More Information<

 
 

Cooperative Training in Aquatic
Toxicology & Ecosystem Research

Apply to enter into a  cooperative
agreement that will provide training

opportunities for undergraduate,
graduate, and post-doctoral trainees at
EPA's Mid- Continent Ecology Division

research facilities. 

Applications due May 16

>More Information<

319 Nonpoint Source Pollution Grants
 

IDEM is seeking applications for projects  
that will reduce nonpoint source (NPS)
pollution in Indiana's lakes, rivers, and

streams through Clean Water Act 
Section  319 NPS Management Program 

grant funds. 
 

Notice of Intent emails due June 1, 2017 
 

> More Information<
  

Coastal Wetlands Conservation
Grant 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) announced funding to acquire,

restore, and enhance wetlands in coastal
states through competitive matching

grants to state agencies. 

Applications due June 30
 

>More Information<

FWS Coastal Program

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
announced funding to provide direct

technical assistance and financial assistance
to coastal communities and landowners to
restore and protect fish and wildlife habitat

on public 
and private lands. 

Applications due September 30

>More Information<

2018 Clean Water Indiana Grant

Soil and Water Conservation Districts may
apply to the 2018 Clean Water Indiana
Grant Program to support competitive

proposals for   multi-year projects which
address the state priorities in the State

Soil Conservation Board's Business Plan.

Applications due September 15

>More Information<

Items of Interest

Stormwater Finance Webinar Series Coastal Program 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkLNd4aL9FzYPNyQ6nFcCLxOshmqSH_uehp1dDVcawF8_hHkb8NSGg9jKNlAXOIReunhaIjSnLeYcpnW0vVIGBVZBeaR3E3_Am-jhdxBr3ZD-vN9VKloan9ZkPvFe72WOcRl4cxRZmcblD-kV5ciGIV2FmAqXcu-VnKMIyK6Bnd7jalJFdMDesS8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWo_2ZJrfRDXfSbGRpKjE0kz6fuwJbr47GsKzbWccialWFW8zzYzT7fC4AhfNWG9rZr9eqL9dMWEjseDRKOBNUDxjluShGz56dkJYQuQPt1MkjgOi4bpkQUNPr4Kkq5W9864tutTSw-3z_YdJDhqVWljgU3nzz8lbkgQFnlPVA05uHmywvLBXHlw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkIV-ZRBjbpl75b-7gqHL-OHJr3B1AbNlAj45cfqsnXEGJRz3tLeVEk6PIbG2I6bDw_3m4Gfd19RSAn7PTqeHmMBMOAwicSB2bv6bdlBe19G_zOPkWC33mrEhZf5TQc9a0jDmUiwlbWJk&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWrAuIav_JfaUBLgUPFqBWC87Wf5w0tpJ-_lUKIPuGAAeS35Jak3vYaTH1HP68cplMmxdGRqb24oslLbQUTj21SEKjXvlW9YjMK5bfubysQgyDWPUJBTeD4jAOG3Cd3f4vCtSGJ17zPa1ZCm2RLmncDZv0Co1EhnlKo7Nxh_x_b7o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkKVjFJVU7gCSbQlZZcbo94bVKrMjDYdbkujywBFVVgCTmCA2LVDaj4IJsVmiefcq9fEgg_N4fQhhTwwRi3QE_TqxO0yKcw_5I6ibS06ks70bzmOmUrgj7gLpu1ayTnw-WH6fDzOhxhKlN7RZUGM7ReLqM8sHT5XqOwDmt1l6cPjHuchHRJ8pwUeXRgGPfHzpEg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BW38QbyFF2Nb1TV48YLpbZjxqq_HVd7Rx7ZXnX0ILhwZyAp7RmOJDCPvAl81i3T30P35fqKAz1gGKx72GrEwsQ87c35213xj738zDbIDpSkJBPjH5fXb-Z-Q==&c=&ch=


EPA's Water Infrastructure and Resiliency
Finance Center is hosting a stormwater

finance webinar series in collaboration with
the Water Environment Federation.  

May 11th, 2-3:00 pm EST- D.C. Water's
Environmental Impact Bond (EIB)

May 23rd, 2-3:00 pm EST- DC's
Stormwater Retention Credit Program

>More Information and Register<

Seeks Public Input

The Lake Michigan Coastal Program
(LMCP) is seeking public input on funding
priorities for the 2018 funding cycle of the

Coastal Grants Program.  Suggestions
can be submitted directly to Maggie

Byrne, LMCP Grants Specialist or through
a survey on the LMCP Grants website.    

Input will be accepted through May 19.  

 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation

Assistance (RTCA) Program 

Apply to be considered for RTCA technical
assistance with your locally-led conservation
and outdoor recreation project.  Contact the

RTCA by the end of May to discuss your
project, before formally applying by June

30th.
 

>More Information<

Report on Economic Impact of
Investing in Water Infrastructure

The Value of Water Campaign, through the
U.S. Water Alliance, released an economic
impact report analyzing investments in the

nation's water infrastructure and how it
affects economic growth and employment.

The analysis discusses the benefits of
investing and the risk of inaction.

EPA releases Route to Resilience Tool

EPA is releasing the Route to Resilience
(RtoR) tool that will help small and medium

sized drinking water and wastewater utilities
learn more about becoming resilient to all

hazards.  The interactive desktop application
guides utilities through 5 stops along the
Route to Resilience -- Assess, Plan, Train,

Respond, and Recover -- and provides
utilities with a custom report that highlights
products and tools that will help utilities on

their path
to resistence.

>Download the RtoR tool<

Silver Jackets Flood Risk
Management

Webinars

Silver Jackets teams in states across the
country bring together state, federal, tribal

and local agencies to learn from one
another and apply their knowledge to
reduce the risk of flooding and other

natural disasters in the US and enhance
response and recovery efforts.  This

webinar series will introduce new and
existing Silver Jackets partners and their

programs and initiatives.  

>More Information<

Naturally Resilient Communities Tool
 

Naturally Resilient Communities is a
partnership of NGOs, including the Nature

Conservancy, the American Planning
Association, and others. The new tool allows

communities to incorporate nature-based
solutions in local planning, zoning, and
regulations and build projects to help

reduce their exposure to flood and erosion
impacts. 

>Access the tool<

Trees in Urban Stormwater
Management

 
As many cities explore green

infrastructure to manage stormwater at its
source, the reliable use of trees for

stormwater control depends on improved
understanding of how, and to what extent,

trees interact with stormwater. 

Learn more and read a peer-reviewed 
article on the topic.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWPoP8bOXEgUjQytyKNKjkMPPe0hO4zspUIyk2RlqEa8dGBTOdT3ScbZ13J2a6s6X2sV8bndGwidch1u31_8yl3EfWps4OXv0d1fczDag6SbCqa0-bV-XOE7EfBighzaH2YEhqGXE0Hhqcf1NunqZUiFno85OjZYQom8zXP8aurrhQaHFqwq9Ca_CBYjGQLRXKv1qjMurWlYbhoYsO3_5zl_4rURJ1gjoiYTV_KEGt4mrPsrz8ItYloSlJyqiKAAXVU-UUzy4EBzeF9siAEsbUOffy51ZI0_A-&c=&ch=
mailto:mbyrne@dnr.in.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWnYDA-xM9PgGys8nI47rTylAO3LQ9DessgKKYCMBi2e2iVsRkC96DMPw2UMeLbEhSxf622vRMackRUFU_Wk_SmYncyopNKG_U3T7mZjSTHZ7ibb9cOCeAn6sCfUfQKmX_u062YzSUT3c=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkLNCR0w26mw2s3HG_XR9-9I2dZfGuCVwo67sLG8OdQOaTERWe4XJESb6-6cRHu_gvFcSSfncDnSwSwHfHUZbaY_TJ8_b4gHVNvvNXhVKP7g7Y6Hr0htPWC8sZHZW8f5hAzAHi-4kSvjD8vH-3fxsusQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWgQLbccj46O02Akf4Jpv6qUvT0P72pqUtcjLLPc1BTSLE-iJUm1m7rVAq_FUUvbAmZyer8NOXfdaoPpv8sa8eNvqDmnf8aDBvpKjwhR-vPSRko6AkUzgXpwUhua41L2rf9-G63JrT8C52eqNQYhQ4nq9i_zBkvxNyeKOCiJUPqoG_GWCZF_pEgo_YnMmuESYeOMezjXQqGXPXtj2QcYGm6qTfuBWwhdVUbvcXpbCNNJfOwuOa3jkhvAaaPwgeyuWUWTIUZ-nkabHlFgRXl1JvSA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWT_zWjzFF5wwkx6K6eV52sQkhBwX_8y576f_hp_KEzwfMk2Ts593hDMtn_2nvoe4AgiWUvPFTYMRlziM8zZotAPAp9Rc3PaZ8t5zpt_kBTOT_NACoY-c9J8Q5RUwZ8NjInC0kVEtA7a-NDk3Vyl5MGVPahg4fDBNn-zLdxMy6Lhi9OAGZcYclLgkP2hbbldXkalZ4kWrqPM4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BW4r_W7L_bef0_o9Lhb6nwpZYaveLKs9yBXRVWDXaoCbjWw0AN5ixF2m6P96VQSN838RSFcSSQWQSBtMxpGxCOgY2EMKfiidP3BvQL8f_PV6Qx3nAJoS0s0m3DMB3Tt3Bb4_l2hnDo4SC8Th7rVwb37R2pvzjLtSBHYehkPeCNIAo18uCl-LxGJrovmTWwP27t&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWujl6bock_3oZx_e0O4f2AbWKsd8aivNxUaD_MOf86kJWVe84G5b69xTq7LFtbjltevhwUb-lztjtZSGPirP-RqZcDD5cdB4g6yqLRryHNWU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWN0EKV88DiII5kR4NosbIKbYGeecjgUYpwRyhl7rWINpI9gaEjwwW2yoloZcLjOA3vQrhN0yMUTvggE_clyfj2D57hNBw_F8nFqvOW20cWRImUP8ETpyoEO0L1jlCqd1MAkhoZxRsdsBz7Ebnj4fBHIzHmKUvqSLzHd08f5m_0FIfk-xIX-VYkgIcpb2cyzl4MdQnnPLfAndwsKm0jRiHLg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JwePuGXFU5jg1UcpLfyII_zE-xkVJiVmfoESF302wtHi7jtsIGfPkDbuNv7na3BWN0EKV88DiII5kR4NosbIKbYGeecjgUYpwRyhl7rWINpI9gaEjwwW2yoloZcLjOA3vQrhN0yMUTvggE_clyfj2D57hNBw_F8nFqvOW20cWRImUP8ETpyoEO0L1jlCqd1MAkhoZxRsdsBz7Ebnj4fBHIzHmKUvqSLzHd08f5m_0FIfk-xIX-VYkgIcpb2cyzl4MdQnnPLfAndwsKm0jRiHLg==&c=&ch=


The Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership focuses on the Lake Michigan watershed in Lake, LaPorte
and Porter Counties, Indiana. 

Urban Waters works to connect urban communities, particularly those that are overburdened or economically
distressed, with their waterways by improving coordination among federal agencies and state and local

partners. The goals are to improve the Nation's water systems and to promote their economic, environmental
and social benefits.
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