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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Green Power Partnership is a voluntary program that encourages
organizations to buy green power as a way to reduce the environmental impacts associated with purchased electricity
use. The partnership works with hundreds of partner organizations voluntarily purchasing billions of kilowatt-hours of
green power annually. Partners include a wide variety of leading organizations such as Fortune 500 companies; small
and medium-sized businesses; local, state and federal governments; and colleges and universities. In addition to the
Green Power Partnership, EPA hosts other websites and tools that provide support for initiatives on clean power or
energy efficiency.

= U.S. EPA’s Green Power Partnership: n  Center for Corporate Climate Leadership:
WWWw.epa.gov/greenpower www.epa.gov/climateleadership

= U.S. EPA’s Green Power Partnership Requirements. = GRID Database:
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green- www.epa.gov/climateleadership

power-partnership-requirements

= ENERGY STAR:

= U.S. EPA’s Green Power Leadership Awards: www.energystar.gov
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-
power-leadership-awards

= Landfill Methane Outreach Program:
www.epa.gov/Imop

= Clean Energy:
https://www.epa.gov/energy/clean-energy-

programs

= Power Profiler:
https://www.epa.gov/energy/power-profiler

U.S. Department of Energy

The Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) works to strengthen the
United States’ energy security, environmental quality and economic vitality through public-private partnerships. It
supports this goal by enhancing energy efficiency and productivity and by bringing clean, reliable and affordable
energy technologies to the marketplace.

As a part of EERE, the Department of Energy’s Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) facilitates the federal
government’s implementation of sound, cost-effective energy management and investment practices to enhance
the nation’s energy security and environmental stewardship. FEMP provides project transaction services, applied
technology services and decision support services. All of these services are available to federal agencies deploying
renewable technologies.

= Federal Energy Management Program:
https://energy.gov/eere/femp/federal-energy-management-program

= FEMP Renewable Energy Procurement:
https://energy.gov/eere/femp/renewable-energy-procurement-federal-agencies

World Resources Institute

World Resources Institute (WRI) is an environmental think tank that goes beyond research to find practical ways to
protect the Earth and improve people’s lives. WRI's mission is to move human society to live in ways that protect the
Earth’s environment and its capacity to provide for the needs and aspirations of current and future generations. Its
work is organized around six critical goals that the world must achieve by 2020 in order to secure a sustainable future:



https://www.epa.gov/greenpower
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-partnership-requirements
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-partnership-requirements
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-leadership-awards
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/green-power-leadership-awards
https://www.epa.gov/energy/clean-energy-programs
https://www.epa.gov/energy/clean-energy-programs
https://www.epa.gov/climateleadership
http://www.epa.gov/climateleadership
http://www.energystar.gov 
http://www.epa.gov/lmop 
https://www.epa.gov/energy/power-profiler
https://energy.gov/eere/femp/federal-energy-management-program
https://energy.gov/eere/femp/renewable-energy-procurement-federal-agencies

= Climate. Protect communities and natural ecosystems from damage caused by greenhouse gas emissions, and
generate opportunities for people by catalyzing a global transition to a low-carbon economy.

= Energy. Drive the scale-up of clean, affordable power systems throughout the world to deliver sustainable
socio-economic development.

= Food. Ensure the world’s food systems reduce their impact on the environment, drive economic opportunity
and sustainably feed 9.6 billion people by 2050.

= Forests. Alleviate poverty, enhance food security, conserve biodiversity and mitigate climate change by reduc-
ing forest loss and restoring productivity to degraded, deforested lands.

= Water. Achieve a water-secure future by mapping, measuring and mitigating global water risks.

= Sustainable Cities. Improve quality of life in cities by developing and scaling environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable urban and transport solutions.

WRI has been engaging the private sector on sustainability and clean energy for more than a decade. Beginning with
the original Green Power Market Development Group, WRI has been at the forefront of expanding corporate procure-
ment of green power. Today, WRI’s Electricity Initiative convenes an action-oriented group of member companies
with utilities to expand clean energy in China, India, the United States and across Southeast Asia and Latin America.
The initiative drives alignment and investment in electricity markets to deliver on consumer demand for an affordable
transition to clean energy. WRI is also a founding partner of the Renewable Energy Buyers Alliance.

= World Resources Institute Electricity Initiative:
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/electricity-initiative

= Greenhouse Gas Protocol:
http://www.ghgprotocol.org

Green-e Certification Programs

Center for Resource Solutions’ Green-e certification program is the leading certification and verification program

for renewable energy in the United States and Canada. It is a voluntary consumer-protection program that certifies
superior renewable energy options offered by utilities and marketers in the voluntary renewable energy market. It is
administered by Center for Resource Solutions, a nonprofit based in San Francisco. All Green e standards are stake-
holder-driven, and all requirements and auditing protocols are publicly available. Green-e also works with businesses
to certify renewable energy and climate commitments, verify claims, and provide accurate promotional tools. Green-e
also certifies carbon offset products.

Renewable energy products that meet the Green-e standards, as well as businesses recognized by Green-e that are
using certified renewable energy and products made with certified renewable energy, are identified by the Green-e
logo.

The Green-e website, https://www.green-e.org, is a widely used resource that allow consumers to find certified prod-
ucts by state and to select the superior green power option that meets their needs.

= Center for Resource Solutions:
https://resource-solutions.org

= Green-e:
https://www.green-e.org
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Additional Resources

The Additional Resources section is not intended to be
an exhaustive list of all resources on a certain subject,
but rather an introduction to a topic of interest.

Why Purchase Green Power

Business Renewables Center: A member-based plat-

form, hosted by Rocky Mountain Institute, that aims to
accelerate corporate purchasing of off-site, large-scale
wind and solar energy. http://businessrenewables.org

Climate Savers: World Wildlife Fund program encourag-
ing businesses as leaders of the low-carbon economy.
http://climatesavers.org

Corporate Renewable Energy Buyer’s Principles: An
effort to communicate what buyers need from the
marketplace and how much renewable energy they are
seeking.

http://buyersprinciples.org

RE100: Amplifying the voice and supporting the largest
companies with a goal to buy 100 percent renewable
energy. http://therel00.org

Renewable Energy Buyers Alliance: A network of
non-profit organizations helping companies understand
the benefits of moving to renewables, connecting
corporate demand to renewable energy supply, and
helping utilities better understand and serve the needs
of corporations. http://rebuyers.org

Current State of Green Power Markets

Lazard. (2017). Lazard'’s levelized cost of energy anal-
ysis—version 10.0. Retrieved from https://www.lazard.
com/media/450337/lazard-levelized-cost-of-ener-
ay-version-110.pdf

O’Shaughnessy, E., Heeter, J., Cook, J., and Volpi, C.
(2017). Status and trends in the U.S. voluntary green
power market (2016 data) (p. 21). National Renewable
Energy Laboratory. Retrieved from https://energy.gov,
eere/analysis/downloads/status-and-trends-us-volun-
tary-green-power-market

States with Customer Choice of
Suppliers

Borenstein, S., and Bushnell, J. (2015). The U.S. elec-
tricity industry after 20 years of restructuring. Energy

Institute at Haas. Retrieved from https://ei.haas.berke-
ley.edu/research/papers/WP252.pdf

U.S. Department of Energy. A primer on electric utilities,
deregulation and restructuring of U.S. electricity markets
(2002). Retrieved from http://www.pnl.gov/main/publi-
cations/external/technical_reports/PNNL-13906.pdf

Purchasing Guidance

Center for Resource Solutions. (2017). Green-e renew-
able energy standard for Canada and the United States.
Version.3.1 Retrieved from https://www.green-e.org
docs/eneragy/Green-e%20Standard%20v3.1%20US. pdf

RE100. (2015). The Journey to 100%. Retrieved from
http://media.virbcdn.com/files/d4/0d785368ea4el5c5-
RE10OQbriefing-reportrel00websitev3.pdf

Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council. (2016).
Principles for leadership in sustainable purchasing, v
2.0. Retrieved from https://www.sustainablepurchasing.
ora/public/SPLC_Principles_for_Leadership_in
Sustainable_Purchasing v1_0.pdf

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. (2017). Green
power partnership requirements. Retrieved from
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-01
documents/gpp

partnership_regs.pdf

Finding Green Power Products

Green-e. Find Green-e certified products and com-
panies: http://www.green-e.org/certified-resources
products-companies
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Making Appropriate Environmental
Claims

Center for Resource Solutions. (2017). Renewable
Energy Certificate (REC) Claims and Ownership.
Retrieved from https://resource-solutions.org/learn
rec-claims-and-

ownership/
RE100. (2016). Making credible renewable electricity

usage claims. Retrieved from https://resource-solutions.

ora/

document/making-credible-renewable-electricity-

usage-claims/

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. (2017). Guide to
making claims about your solar power use. Retrieved
from https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-
09/

documents/gpp-guidelines-for-making-solar-claims.pd

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. (2017). Solar
Power Use Claims Flow Chart. Retrieved from_
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-09
documents/gpp-solar-claims-flow-diagram.pdf

U.S. Federal Trade Commission. (2017). Guides for the
use of environmental marketing claims. Retrieved from
https://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments
press-releases/ftc-issues-revised-green-guides/green-
guides.pdf

Physical Power Purchase Agreements
(Physical PPAs)

Cory, K., Canavan, B., and Koenig, R. (2009). Power
purchase agreement checklist for state and local
governments. National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
Retrieved from. https://financere.nrel.gov/finance
content/power-purchase-
agreement-checklist-state-and-local-governments

Deloitte. (2016). Powering up the new leases
standard. Retrieved from http://www.nortonrose-
fulbright.com/knowledge/publications/157593
financing-projects-with-

virtual-ppas

Federal Energy Management Program. Federal onsite
renewable power purchase agreements: https://energy.
gov/eere/femp/federal-site-renewable-power-pur-

chase-agreements

Merry, L., and Wood, E. (2008). The customer’s guide to
solar power purchase agreements. The Rahus Institute.
Retrieved from http://my.solarroadmap.com/userfiles
PPA-Customers-Guide.pdf

National Renewable Energy Laboratory. NREL Finance
Team Publications: https://financere.nrel.gov/finance
content/nrel-finance-team-publications

Solar Energy Industries Association. Solar power
purchase agreements: https://www.seia.org
research-resources/solar-power-purchase-agreements

Terms of service commercial 1.1. (n.d.) https://financere.
nrel.gov/finance/content/terms-service-commercial-11

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Solar power pur-
chase agreements: https://www.epa.gov/greenpower,
solar-

power-purchase-agreements

World Bank Group. Power purchase agreements (PPAS)
and energy purchase agreements (EPAS): http://ppp.
worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/sector,
energy/energy-
power-agreements/power-purchase-agreements

Financial PPAs (Virtual PPAs,
Contracts for Differences)

Business Renewables Center: Tools and resources (avail-
able to members) http://businessrenewables.org

Giji, M. John, Sachdev, R., Sherman, L., and Spielberg,
D. (2016). Corporate PPAs: Market trends and oppor-
tunities. Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP. Retrieved
from http://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.orrick.com/files
Corporate-PPAs-Market-Trends-and-Opportunities.pdf

Gurch, M.J. (2017). Financing projects with virtual PPAs.
Project Finance Newswire. (p. 14) Retrieved from. http://
www.nortonrosefulbright.com/knowledge
publications/157593/financing-projects-with-virtu-

al-ppas.
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