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A Watershed Academy Webcast  
While many communities are dealing with increased risk of 
extreme weather and natural disasters, the ability of a 
community to respond, recover and bounce back is not equally 
distributed.  When an environmental justice lens is applied we 
recognize that some communities experience higher 
exposure to local water pollution, degraded local 
waterways and higher impervious surface area on top of  
other social factors that increase vulnerability. A challenge for 
watershed managers is to develop strategies which 
support resilience and integrate an environmental justice lens 
that effectively targets the most vulnerable communities.  Heavy rain and catastrophic flooding in Colorado, 2013 
 
This webinar will look at the environmental justice factors that contribute to vulnerability and provide examples of how 
EPA and its partner programs have effectively worked to help build resilience with vulnerable communities.  We will 
also explore how the Urban Waters Partnership model can build networks of resilience and introduce other user-
friendly tools and resources that help support resilience.  
Webcast participants are eligible to receive a certificate for their attendance. The Webcast presentations are posted 
in advance at http://www.epa.gov/watershedacademy/watershed-academy-webcast-seminars and participants are 
encouraged to download them prior to the Webcast.  

Speakers:   
Jeanine Finley, Program Analyst in the Office of Environmental Justice, EPA HQ 

Brenda Torres, Executive Director of the San Juan Bay National Estuary Program  

Tom Herder, Watershed Protection Coordinator with the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program 

Melissa Deas, Climate Program Analyst, Urban Sustainability Administration; DC Department of Energy and 
Environment   

Registration:  
You must register in advance to attend this Webcast. Register at the Watershed Academy Webcast Website at: 
http://www.epa.gov/watershedacademy/watershed-academy-webcast-seminars.  

The Watershed Academy: The Watershed Academy is a focal point in EPA’s Office of Water for providing training and 
information on implementing watershed approaches. The Academy self-paced training modules and webcast seminars provide 
current information from national experts across a broad range of watershed topics. For more information, please visit 
www.epa.gov/watershedacademy.  

Questions? Please contact Jeanine Finley at finley.jeanine@epa.gov.  

The materials in this Webcast have been reviewed by EPA staff for technical accuracy. However, the views of the speakers and 
the speakers’ organizations are their own and do not necessarily reflect those of EPA. Mention of commercial enterprises, 
products, or publications does not mean that EPA endorses them.   
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