
All Appropriate Inquiries 
Final Rule 

WHAT IS “ALL APPROPRIATE INQUIRIES”? 
“All appropriate inquiries” is the process of evaluating a 
property’s environmental conditions and assessing potential 
liability for any contamination. 

WHY DID EPA ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR 

CONDUCTING ALL APPROPRIATE INQUIRIES? 
7KH������%URZQILHOGV�$PHQGPHQWV�WR�&(5&/$�UHTXLUH� 
(3$�WR�SURPXOJDWH�UHJXODWLRQV�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VWDQGDUGV�DQG� 
SUDFWLFHV�IRU�FRQGXFWLQJ�DOO�DSSURSULDWH�LQTXLULHV�� 

STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION 

$�1HJRWLDWHG�5XOHPDNLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI���� 
GLYHUVH�VWDNHKROGHUV�GHYHORSHG�WKH�SURSRVHG�UXOH�� 
)ROORZLQJ�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�UXOH��(3$�SURYLGHG� 
IRU�D�WKUHH�PRQWK�SXEOLF�FRPPHQW�SHULRG��(3$�UHFHLYHG� 
RYHU�����FRPPHQWV�IURP�LQWHUHVWHG�SDUWLHV��%DVHG�XSRQ� 
D�UHYLHZ�DQG�DQDO\VLV�RI�LVVXHV�UDLVHG�E\�FRPPHQWHUV��(3$� 
GHYHORSHG�WKH�ILQDO�UXOH�� 

WHEN ','�7+(�58/(�*2�,172�EFFECT? 
7KH�ILQDO�UXOH�ZDV�HIIHFWLYH�RQ�1RYHPEHU��������²RQH� 
\HDU�DIWHU�EHLQJ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HJLVWHU� 

WHO IS AFFECTED? 
7KH�ILQDO�$OO�$SSURSULDWH�,QTXLULHV�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DUH� 
DSSOLFDEOH�WR�DQ\�SDUW\�ZKR�PD\�SRWHQWLDOO\�FODLP� 
SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�&(5&/$�OLDELOLW\�DV�DQ�LQQRFHQW� 
ODQGRZQHU��D�ERQD�ILGH�SURVSHFWLYH�SXUFKDVHU��RU�D� 
FRQWLJXRXV�SURSHUW\�RZQHU���3DUWLHV�ZKR�UHFHLYH�JUDQWV� 
XQGHU�WKH�(3$¶V�%URZQILHOGV�*UDQW�SURJUDP�WR�DVVHVV� 
DQG�FKDUDFWHUL]H�SURSHUWLHV�PXVW�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH� 
$OO�$SSURSULDWH�,QTXLULHV�5XOH��� 

WHEN MUST ALL APPROPRIATE INQUIRIES BE 

CONDUCTED? 
$OO�DSSURSULDWH�LQTXLULHV�PXVW�EH�FRQGXFWHG�RU�XSGDWHG� 
ZLWKLQ�RQH�\HDU�SULRU�WR�WKH�GDWH�RI�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�D�SURSHUW\��� 
,I�DOO�DSSURSULDWH�LQTXLULHV�DUH�FRQGXFWHG�PRUH�WKDQ����� 
GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�GDWH��FHUWDLQ�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH� 
LQTXLULHV�PXVW�EH�XSGDWHG� 

WHAT SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES DOES THE RULE 

REQUIRE? 
0DQ\�RI�WKH�UXOH¶V�UHTXLUHG�DFWLYLWLHV�PXVW�EH�FRQGXFWHG� 
E\��RU�XQGHU�WKH�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RU�UHVSRQVLEOH�FKDUJH�RI��DQ� 
LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�TXDOLILHV�DV�DQ�³HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURIHVVLRQDO´� 
DV�GHILQHG�LQ�WKH�ILQDO�UXOH�� 

The inquiry of the environmental professional must 
include: 
• 	interviews with past and present owners, operators and 

occupants; 
• 	reviews of historical sources of information; 

• 	reviews of federal, state, tribal and local government 
records; 

• 	visual inspections of the facility and adjoining propert\; 
• 	commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 

information; and 
• 	degree of obviousness of the presence or likely presence 

of contamination at the property and the ability to detect 
the contamination. 

³$GGLWLRQDO�LQTXLULHV´�WKDW�PXVW�EH�FRQGXFWHG�E\�RU�IRU�WKH� 
SURVSHFWLYH�ODQGRZQHU�RU�JUDQWHH�LQFOXGH��VHDUFKHV�IRU�H 
QYLURQPHQWDO�FOHDQXS�OLHQV��DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�DQ\�VSHFLDOL]HG� 
NQRZOHGJH�RU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�SURVSHFWLYH�ODQGRZQHU��RU� 
JUDQWHH���DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WKH�SXUFKDVH� 
SULFH�WR�WKH�IDLU�PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��LI�WKH�SURSHUW\� 
ZDV�QRW�FRQWDPLQDWHG��DQG�FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�RU�UHDVRQDEO\� 
DVFHUWDLQDEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��� 



  

:+2�48$/,),(6�$6�$1�(19,5210(17$/� 
352)(66,21$/? 
7R�HQVXUH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�DOO�DSSURSULDWH�LQTXLULHV�� 
WKH�ILQDO�UXOH�LQFOXGHV�VSHFLILF�HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�H[SHULHQFH� 
UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�DQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURIHVVLRQDO� 
� 
7KH�ILQDO�UXOH�GHILQHV�DQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURIHVVLRQDO�DV� 
VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV� 
� 
����D�VWDWH�RU�WULEDO�LVVXHG�FHUWLILFDWLRQ�RU�OLFHQVH�DQG�WKUHH� 
\HDUV�RI�UHOHYDQW�IXOO�WLPH�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH��RU� 
� 
����D�%DFFDODXUHDWH�GHJUHH�RU�KLJKHU�LQ�VFLHQFH�RU� 
HQJLQHHULQJ�DQG�ILYH�\HDUV�RI�UHOHYDQW�IXOO�WLPH�ZRUN� 
H[SHULHQFH��RU 
� 
����WHQ�\HDUV�RI�UHOHYDQW�IXOO�WLPH�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH� 
� 
)RU�D�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURIHVVLRQDO� 
GHILQLWLRQ��SOHDVH�VHH�(3$¶V�)DFW�6KHHW�RQ�WKH�'HILQLWLRQ� 
RI�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URIHVVLRQDO����� 

WILL THERE BE AN UPDATED ASTM PHASE I 
SITE ASSESSMENT STANDARD? 
Yes. Parties can use ASTM International’s E1527-13 
standard, “Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Sit Assessment 
Process.” In a final rule published on December 31, 2013, 
EPA established that the ASTM E1527-13 standard is 
consistent with the requirements of the final rule for all 
appropriate inquiries and may be used to comply with the 
provisions of the rule. The ASTM standard is available at 
www.astm.org 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Patricia Overmeyer 
U.S. EPA’s Office of Brownfields Cleanup and 
Redevelopment 
(202) 566-2774 
Overmeyer.Patricia@epa.gov 

Also, please see the U.S. EPA’s web site at 
www.epa.gov/brownfields for additional information. 

%URZQ¿HOGV�)DFW�6KHHW� 6ROLG�:DVWH� (3$�����)������� 
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