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The U.S. Environmenta l Pro tecti on Agency (EPA) is hereby granting an availability-based 
project-specific wai ver pursuant lo the /\merican Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements to the C ity o f 
Santa Barbara. C A for the purchase of ten 36-inch HOPE grooved couplings for the Charles 
Meyer Desalination Plant Project. This waiver perm its the use or ten HOPE grooved coupling::; 
because no known domestic manufacturers produce a product that meets the project° s technical 
specificatio n. This is a project-specific wa iver and only applies to the use o f the specified 
product lor the re ferenced project funded by the Drinking Water State Revolving fund 
(DWS R f- ). Any othe r project funded by e ither the Drinking Water o r Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund (SRF) that wishes to use the same product mus t request a separate waiver based 
on the spcci lie proj ect circumstances. 

Ratio nale: The /\ IS provision requires DWSRF assistance recipients to use specific domestic 
iron and steel products if the project is funded through an SRF assistance ag reement unless the 
Agency determines that it is necessary to ,vaive this require ment. The EPA has the authority to 

issue waivers in accorda nce with Section 424 or Public Law 11 5-141. the " Consolidated 
/\ppropriations /\ct. 20 1s··. The provision s tates in part: "[the requirements I shall not apply in 
any case o r category of cases in which the Admini strato r of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. .. finds that. .. iron and steel products arc not produced in the United States in sufficient 
and reasonably available qua ntities and o f a satis facto ry quality:· 

The C ity's C harles Meyer Desalination Plant Project is necessary to supplement the drinking 
wate r supply during multi-year droug ht conditions. This project ensures the community 
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continues to receive adequate safe drinking water. Space limitations and si te conditions near the 
project area require use of these specific HOPE grooved coupl ings. The installation site is 
heavily affected by groundwater and tide elevation, and this water cannot be pumped quickly 
enough to keep the installation pits dry. Using grooved couplings eliminates the need to pump 
water away and keep the pits dry. Other construction alternatives were not feasible due to the 
project·s environmental impact on the habitats for the snowy plover and grunion. which are in 
proximity to the desalination plant. The HOPE grooved couplings constitute approximately 2% 
of the total material cost for this project. 

The City attempted to find a domestic manufacturer of 36-inch HOPE grooved couplings and 
provided information to the EPA demonstrating that the specified couplings are not domestically 
sourced and no domestic manufacturer exists. 

The EPA conducted market research on the supply and availabi lity of 36-inch HOPE grooved 
couplings and concluded that there are no domestic manufacturers of this product that meets the 
project's technical specifications. The EPA 's inquiry supports the City's assertion that the 36-
inch HOPE grooved couplings are not available domestically. Per statutory requirement. the 
waiver request was posted on the EPA ·s AIS website for the mandatory 15-day public comment 
period. The EPA did not receive any comments. 

The EPA is granting an availability-based waiver from the AIS requirements to the City of Santa 
Barbara. CA for the Charles Meyer Desalination Plant Project wi th respect to the I IDPE grooved 
couplings. This waiver permits the purchase of ten 36-inch HOPE grooved couplings using 
DWSRF funds as documented in the State ofCalifornia's waiver request submittal on behalf of 
the assistance recipient. dated May 9.2018. 

Legal Authority: Legal authori ty for the AIS requirements fo r DWSRf- projects is included under 
P.L. 11 5-14L the ·'Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018.', under the authority of Section 424. 

If you have quest ions concerning the contents or this memorandum, please contact Kiri Andercr, 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Drinking Water Protection Division, at 
andercr.kirsten@epa.gov or (202) 564-3 134. 
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