UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, 2 20480

Apri ?.’ 2019 OFFISE OF

AR ARD RADIATION

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth
United Siates Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Duckworth:

Thank you for your lanuary 25, 2019, February 13, 2019, and March 79, 2019, leters to
the 1.5, Bovirosmental Protection Agency {(EPA) regarding ethylene oxide emissions. The
Admnmstrator asked me to respond to vou on his behalf,

EPA s taking a two-pronged approach (o addeess emissions of cthylene oxide in
Willowbrook, Himois and around the country, and is conmitted to providing information to the
public throughout the process. First, EPA is reviewing and updating Clean Ajr Act regulations for
facititics that emit ethylene oxide. Several existing rules issued under the Clean Air Act Section
112 cover sources assoriuted with ethylene exide emissions. Regulatory processes are already
underway for many of these rules. For example, EPA is currently feviewing. its rulé for the
Miseéllaneous Organic Chemical Manufacturing source category. The agency anticipates
proposing necessary revisions to that rule by mid-2819, reviewing public comments submitted on
that proposal. and Hnalizing the rule révisions tn March 2020, Simultancousty, EPA is reviewing.
other rules assoclated with emissions of ethytene oxide, including commercial steritizers, duch ag
Sterigenies. We anticipate proposing necessary revisions for the commercial sterilizer rule in mid-
2019 aid will refease schedules for other rules as they are determined. Second, EPA is gathering
additional information on ethylene oxide emissions 1 both help EPA as it evaluates opportunities
to reduce ethylene oxide emissions as part of 18 regulations review., and help the agency detennine
whether more immediate entission reduction steps are necessary in particular locations.

As part of our work under the second prong of the approach for the Sterigemcs
Witlowbraok ficility, we dre developing 3 better understanding of'the emissions from the facility
and wilf use that information 1o conduct a risk assessment for the Willowbrook area. 1o addition.
FPA has read the Htinois Departiment of Public Health {IDPH) assessment of eancer incidence in
the population and agrees with 1IDPH that Turther assessment 15 needed. EPAT8 proceeding with
its risk. assessment. which will estimate fature cancer risk due 1o the Sterigenics Witlowbrook
facility s ethvlene oxide emissions and will help inform deetsions about further actions needed to
protect public health in this community, This assessment will be more refined than either EPA’s
National Alr Toxies Assessment or the Agency for Toxic Substances and Discase Registne's
analysis. Specificalive it will be the type of risk assessment EPA conducts when determining



whether to update industrial source sector regulations to improve public health protection. EPA
has begun work on its risk assessment. for the Willowbrook area, which the Agency expects 1o
complete later this Spring.

To help inform this particular risk assessment, EPA prepared and followed a monitoring
plan 10 measure the ambient concentrations of ethylene oxide in the commercial and residential
arcas surrounding the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook. This plan was. dweloped with input
from ¢community leaders and based on air dispersion niodeling using results of stack (ests
conducted.at the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook in September 2018 and subscqueni technical
analysis. Based on feedback from the community, EPA began monitoring in Willowbrook in
November 2018, seukm;: months of air quality monitoring data. Monitoring continued during
the partial government. shuidown. After 4 ¥4 months of testing the community”s air for ethyléne
oxide, EPA paused air quality monitoring in Willowbrdok at the énd of March 2019, well after the.
facility ceased operations. The Agency is evaluating options - including whether 16 réstime
monitoring —if conditions in the conumunity change.

Ag EPA has reviewed the monitoring data, we have been posting il and associated
information to our dedicated website at: hpsi A epar govilisterigemics-willovwbrook=facility-
d()ﬁ?ﬁ??ﬁi?[’; EPA swill 130‘:'{ results of the March air qtm?ﬂv gg:‘qn}xnu after ﬁna]:{v asonranee iy
complete and will hold a public webirar to review the results: Please continue fo check this website
for additional information as it becomes available.

EPA and the linois Environmental Protection Ag gency are coordinating with the facilities
in Lake County, Hlinois. to achieve additional emission reductions. The Agencies are also using a
variety of tools. such as air dispersion modeling, to better characterize potential risks near the Lake
County facilities; as well us other facilities and areas that NATA, whicli is EPA’s screening tool,
identified as potentiatly having elevated risks. EPA is not wnductmL ambient momtoring in Lake
County: however, the ALcnw is coordinating with the Lake County Health Department on the
testing they are planning and s providing » technical assistance.

EPA wili continue to coordinate closely with state and local air agencies, and across EPA
offtces. as we continue o work to address ethylene oxide and protect public health across the
United Stateés.

IF you have additional questions. please contact me or vour. stalf may contact Mattlew
Davis in the Office of Congressional Affairs at (202) 564-1267 or davis.matthews@epa.gov. |
appreciate the opportunity to be of serviee and trust the information provided is heipful.

Sincerely,
Witham L. Wehrum
Assistant Administrator
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