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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program
Implementation Plan
Partner Methane Challenge Commitments1
BMP Commitment Option
Source

Start Date

Achievement Year

Onshore Production

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
■
□
□
□
■
□

Pneumatic Controllers
Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks
Gathering and Boosting
Pneumatic Controllers
Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
Natural Gas (NG) Processing
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
NG Transmission & Underground Storage
Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent
Centrifugal Compressors - Venting
Transmission Pipeline Blowdowns between Compressor Stations
Pneumatic Controllers
NG Distribution
Mains – Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel (Commitment Rate: >1.5%)
Apr 1, 2016
Services – Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel
Distribution Pipeline Blowdowns (Commitment Rate:
)
Excavation Damages
Apr 1, 2016

2021

2021

Partner Methane Challenge Commitments
ONE Future Emissions Intensity Commitment Option
Segment:

Intensity Target:

Target Year:

1

Partners may delete unused rows within the table, and may duplicate rows and add relevant details as needed (e.g., a corporate parent
partner that has different commitments for each LDC can duplicate relevant rows to list the commitments for each LDC).
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Milestones/Timeframes for Meeting Commitments
Provide information on steps for achieving commitments such as anticipated rate of progress, key milestones, or other
context (e.g., referencing work to be done during the next planned shutdown of a facility).

NiSource Inc. (NYSE: NI) is one of the largest fully-regulated utility companies in the United States,
serving approximately 3.5 million natural gas customers and 500,000 electric customers across
seven states through its local Columbia Gas and NIPSCO brands. Based in Merrillville, Indiana,
NiSource's approximately 8,000 employees are focused on safely delivering reliable and affordable
energy to our customers and communities we serve. NiSource has been designated a World's
Most Ethical Company by the Ethisphere Institute since 2012 and is a member of the Dow Jones
Sustainability - North America Index and was named by Forbes magazine as the top-rated utility
among America's Best Large Employers in 2017. Additional information about NiSource, its
investments in modern infrastructure and systems, its commitments and its local brands can be
found at http://www.nisource.com.
Our commitment of $30 billion in infrastructure replacement programs are contributing to a
significant reduction in methane emissions. We are proud to be a Founding Partner, and through
the best management practices outlined in the Methane Challenge, we will continue to reduce
emissions while improving safety and service to our customers and communities.
Methane Challenge Commitments and Projected Timeline for Meeting Commitments (as
specified in the Partnership Agreement)
a. Best Management Practice (BMP): Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Replacement
b. Commitment Rate: ≥1.5% of Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel Main Inventory Replaced or
Retired Annually
c. Commitment Start Date: April 1, 2016
d. Commitment Achievement Year: 2021
Milestones and Associated Timeframes
On an annual basis, NiSource will conduct a status review of its commitment to replace or retire no
less than 1.5% of its total inventory of cast iron and unprotected steel mains. NiSource's goal is to
meet or exceed the 1.5% commitment level specified in its Partnership Agreement with EPA by the
company's 2021 BMP achievement year.
Plans for Future Expansion of Methane Challenge Commitments
NiSource will periodically assess opportunities to further its Methane Challenge commitments.
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Additional Information/Context (optional)
Use this space, if desired, to provide other information about Program participation, such as plans for expanding Methane
Challenge commitments, how historical actions informed Methane Challenge commitments, or other information on how the
Program will be implemented.

For more than 20 years, NiSource has been a proud member of the EPA's Natural Gas STAR
Program. Over the course of the company's involvement in the program, our actions have
significantly reduced carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) emissions. Since 2005, NiSource has
reduced greenhouse gas emissions from our natural gas distribution systems by 23 percent.
Through our Methane Challenge program commitments, NiSource will continue to replace the cast
iron and bare steel pipelines remaining in our natural gas system. As part of these planned
investments, we expect to further reduce methane emissions by 145,000 metric tons CO2e, a
reduction of 10 percent compared to 2015.
In addition to helping reduce emissions, our well-established infrastructure modernization and
excavation damage programs are producing other meaningful benefits and adding value for our
customers. For example, we have reduced gas leaks on our mains by 9% and by 14% on our
service lines over the past five years, increasing the safety and reliability of our system. NiSource's
pipeline modernization and excavation damage efforts are good for our customers, communities
and the environment.
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