
   

 

  

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

OMB Control No. 2060-0722 

Approval expires 08/31/2021 

Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program 

Implementation Plan 

Partner Name Current as of (date) 

Partner Implementation Manager 

Name: 

Title: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Telephone/Fax: E-mail: 

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information 

unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The public reporting and recordkeeping burden for this 

collection of information is estimated to average 37 hours for each response. Send comments on the Agency's 

need for this information, the accuracy of the provided burden estimates, and any suggested methods for 

minimizing respondent burden, including through the use of automated collection techniques to the Director, 

Collection Strategies Division, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (2822T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, D.C. 20460. Include the OMB control number in any correspondence. Do not send the completed 

form to this address. 
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program 

Implementation Plan 

Partner Methane Challenge Commitments1 

BMP Commitment Option 

Source Start Date Achievement Year 

Onshore Production 

Pneumatic Controllers 

Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks 

Gathering and Boosting 

Pneumatic Controllers 

Fixed Roof, Atmospheric Pressure Hydrocarbon Liquid Storage Tanks 

Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent 

Centrifugal Compressors - Venting 

Natural Gas (NG) Processing 

Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent 

Centrifugal Compressors - Venting 

NG Transmission & Underground Storage 

Reciprocating Compressors - Rod Packing Vent 

Centrifugal Compressors - Venting 

Transmission Pipeline Blowdowns between Compressor Stations 

Pneumatic Controllers 

NG Distribution 

Mains – Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel (Commitment Rate: ) 

Services – Cast Iron and Unprotected Steel 

Distribution Pipeline Blowdowns (Commitment Rate: ) 

Excavation Damages 

Partner Methane Challenge Commitments 

ONE Future Emissions Intensity Commitment Option 

Segment: Intensity Target: Target Year: 

1 Partners may delete unused rows within the table, and may duplicate rows and add relevant details as needed (e.g., a corporate parent 

partner that has different commitments for each LDC can duplicate relevant rows to list the commitments for each LDC). 
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program 

Implementation Plan 

Milestones/Timeframes for Meeting Commitments 

Provide information on steps for achieving commitments such as anticipated rate of progress, key milestones, or other 

context (e.g., referencing work to be done during the next planned shutdown of a facility). 
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Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program 

Implementation Plan 

Additional Information/Context (optional) 

Use this space, if desired, to provide other information about Program participation, such as plans for expanding Methane 

Challenge commitments, how historical actions informed Methane Challenge commitments, or other information on how the 

Program will be implemented. 
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	Partner Name: Southwest Gas Corporation
	Date Submitted: April 19, 2019
	im-name: 
	im-title: 
	im-Address: 
	im-CityStateZip: 
	im-phone: 
	im-email: 
	check-OP-Pneumatic-Controllers-Start-Date: Off
	OP-Pneumatic-Controllers-Start-Date: 
	OP-Pneumatic-Controllers-Achievement-Year: 
	Check-OP-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks: Off
	OP-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks-Start-Date: 
	OP-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks-Achievement-Year: 
	Check-GB-Pneumatic-Controllers: Off
	GB-Pneumatic-Controllers-Start-Date: 
	GB-Pneumatic-Controllers-Achievement-Year: 
	check-GB-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks: Off
	GB-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks-Start-Date: 
	GB-Fixed-Roof-Atmospheric-Pressure-Hydrocarbon-Liquid-Storage-Tanks-Achievement-Year: 
	Check-GB-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Start-Date: Off
	GB-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Start-Date: 
	GB-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Achievement-Year: 
	check-GB-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting: Off
	GB-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Start-Date: 
	GB-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Proc-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Start-Date: Off
	Proc-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Start-Date: 
	Proc-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Proc-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting: Off
	Proc-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Start-Date: 
	Proc-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Tran-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent: Off
	Tran-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Start-Date: 
	Tran-Reciprocating-Compressors-Rod-Packing-Vent-Achievement-Year: 
	Check-Tran-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting: Off
	Tran-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Start-Date: 
	Tran-Centrifugal-Compressors-Venting-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Tran-Transmission-Pipeline-Blowdowns-between-Compressor-Stations: Off
	Tran-Transmission-Pipeline-Blowdowns-between-Compressor-Stations-Start-Date: 
	Tran-Transmission-Pipeline-Blowdowns-between-Compressor-Stations-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Tran-Pneumatic-Controllers: Off
	Tran-Pneumatic-Controllers-Start-Date: 
	Tran-Pneumatic-Controllers-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Dist-Mains-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel: Off
	Dist-Mains-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel-Commitment-Rate: 
	Dist-Mains-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel-Start-Date: 
	Dist-Mains-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Dist-Services-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel: Off
	Dist-Services-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel-Start-Date: 
	Dist-Services-Cast-Iron-and-Unprotected-Steel-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Dist-Distribution-Pipeline-Blowdowns: Off
	Distribution Pipeline Dist-Blowdowns-Commitment-Rate: 
	Dist-Distribution-Pipeline-Blowdowns-Start-Date: 
	Dist-Distribution-Pipeline-Blowdowns-Achievement-Year: 
	check-Dist-Excavation-Damages: On
	Dist-Excavation-Damages-Start-Date: 1/1/2017
	Dist-Excavation-Damages-Achievement-Year: 2021
	Segment: 
	Intensity-Target: 
	Target-Year: 
	milestones-timeframes: Southwest Gas Corporation (SWG or Company) has elected to participate in the area of excavation damages under the category of Natural Gas Distribution. The distribution excavation damages experienced by SWG over the past eight years have been significantly lower (89%) than the national average for members of the American Gas Association (AGA), as indicated in our most recent Sustainability Report. Nevertheless, SWG endeavors to continue to improve this Key Performance Indicator (KPI) and report its results through the Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program.
Annually, the Company sets a specific goal and related stretch goal for distribution excavation damages per 1,000 tickets. For 2016, a goal of 2.0 was established, with a stretch goal of 1.8 distribution excavation damages per 1,000 tickets. Twelve-month rolling data is reported to management and operations to measure the success of the Company's Damage Prevention Program.  
The Company's Damage Prevention Program includes training for excavators, and a public awareness campaign. The Company also works with state pipeline safety inspectors in its service territories (Arizona, California, and Nevada) regarding the topic of damage prevention. This activity includes sharing of damage prevention data, holding meetings to discuss damage prevention, etc. These efforts have helped SWG successfully reduce the frequency of excavation damages per 1,000 tickets from 2.49 in 2007 to 1.79 in 2015.
SWG has the following programs and policies in place to reduce excavation damages throughout its service territories:
a)         Increased focus on first and second party excavation damages;
b)         Additional mandatory contractor training and qualification requirements;
c)         Hiring of more SWG specialized personnel with specific damage prevention responsibilities;
d)         Internal stakeholder meetings to discuss, research, and brainstorm ideas and best practices to improve Company excavation damage prevention statistics.
SWG will begin reporting excavation damage data as outlined in the “Natural Gas STAR Methane Challenge Program BMP Commitment: Distribution Segment Supplementary Technical Information” document (dated 5/25/16) in 2017 for data collected in 2016.  This Company information will be available annually by April 30th, and reportable to the USEPA/Methane Challenge Program by June 1st.
 
	additional-text: Reporting data will include the following:
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages
·         Distribution excavation damages per 1,000 tickets
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages by pipe material (AA, HDPE, MDPE, PVC, Steel, unknown, other), and part of system involved (main, service w/ EFV, service without EFV, valve, customer facility, meter, regulator, riser, misc./other, not available)
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages which resulted in a release of natural gas
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages which resulted in the pipeline being shut down
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages where the operator was given prior notification of excavation activity
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages by type (Contractor, County, Farmer, Federal Agency, Municipality, Occupant, Utility, Unknown/Other) that caused excavation damages
·         Total number of distribution excavation damages by damage cause 
o         Excavator did not call for a ticket, 
o         Excavator called, but ticket not valid, 
o         Excavator working outside white marks or agreed upon area, 
o         Location requested, but lines were not marked,
o         Incorrect locate,
o         Incomplete locate,
o         Facility documentation discrepancy,
o         Failure to verify location by pot-hole,
o         Failure to maintain marks (excavator),
o         Failed to protect and/or support exposed facilities,
o         Excavation practices not sufficient,
o         Other, and
o         Previous Damage
 


