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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40 CFR Part 61 
(FRL--601 1-1} 
RIN 2060-AE23 

National Emissions Standards 1ot 
Hazardous Air Pollutants 
AGENCY: Environm�ntal Protection 
Agency (EP.A).

ACTION: FinRl rule. 

SUMMARY: F.l'A is ,re�clndmg .;o CFR part 
61 , sulipprt T (subpart T) as it applies to 
ownf'rs anti operators of uranium null 
ta1lings.dii;posal sites liccJl!ied by the 
Nu<:loar Regulatol') Commission (NRC} 
or nn affected Agreement State 
(Agreomont States) As roqmred by 
�ec:tion 1 12(d)(9) of the Clean Air Act a� 
amended, EP.,.\ has determined that the 
NRC regulatory -program protects public; 
health with an ample margin 1>fsafety 
to tho some lon?.I as \\'OUld 
unplomontotion of subpart T. Snbparl T 
is n National E:mission Struuliml for 
Ha:t.a,:dous Air Pollutants (NESH,\Ps) 
\\ hlch was published on December 15, 
1989 and \�h1ch regulate,; emissloni. of 
mdon•222 mto 1he amb1onl Ir from 
mruuum mill tailings dis11osal s1t•'s 
Subpart T continues to apply to 
unlicensed uranium mill tailings 
disposal sites currently regulated mdor 
subpart T that arc undiµ the control or 
tho O"'partment of Energy (DOE}. 
DATES: This rul� Is effective June 29. 
:J.99..t The prov1sioni; m this mlo wtll be 
applied .irnmedlately to all effected 
focihtios including existing sour·c�s. 
Uudor section 307(b}(l) of the Clean Air 
t\Ct, Judicial ro, 1cw or 1his finol action 
1s available only by filing a petition for 
ru, le,� in the Umted Slates Court of 
Appeals for the Distnct 0£ Columb1a 
Cimnt ,,.ithin 60 days or publication of 
tl11s nile. Undur socllon 3070,)(2) of thu 
Act. tho provis11.ms which aro 1hr. 
subject of today's rule will not be 
subject to judicial review i n  any civil or 
crimmal proceedings brought l:iy fiP.A to 
l'.n force these requirements. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gale 
C Bonanno. Risk Assei.sment and All" 
St.and;nds Branch, Criteria llJld 
Stlllldards Division, 660:?J, Office of 
Radintion and Indoor Alr, 
Environm<1ntal Protection Agcnc) 
Washington, D.C. 20460 (202} 233-9219. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Docker 

Docket A-91-67 contain::; the 
rulomaking recora. The docket b 
avnflublc for public inspt'?Ctioti bnl\-:cmn 

the hours of a a.m. and 4 p.m., Monda, 
through Friday, in room M1500 of 

• 

\\'aters,tltt Mall, 401 M Street, SW, 
Washin�ton, DC 20460. A reasonable foe 
ma) be cluuged for: Ci>pying. 
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Uranium mill tailings Ii.to sand-hJ;c
wnstes that result from the pr1Y..css1ng of 
uranium-Ore. T1u)lng1> are stored m large 
surface impottndmonts, caUod pil�. In  
amounts from less than one million tons 
to ovrr thirtv million tons, 0..:1.r 11rt't!S 
!hat may co\'Ot hundreds of oc-.res. Most 
piles are located in the Western tinned
Stales, and aJI pilos emit radon gas, a
decay product of radium In thti waste 
material resulting from lbc prm essing or 
or1' lo recover uranium al tho uranium
nulls.

B Regulocory w�tory 

To ,foal specifically with the nc,b 
assoriated with these tailings Congre!>S 
passed the Uramum Mill Tailings 
Radiation Control Ad (UMTRCA) m 
1 978 (42 U S.C. 2022, 7901-7942). In 
enacting t.JMTRCA, Con�ss found th 1 

uranium mill tailings may pQSe a 
potr,ntial and significant radiation 
health hazard to the public, and 1h111 
evcrv reasonable effort should be made 
to provide for the stabilization, d1!;p0!>Rl 
and control in a safe and 
cnvironmentnllv sound mannti-r of such 
tailings m order to prevent or rnmim :, 
radon d1ffus1on into the emironmcn1 
nnd to prevent or minimize 111hor 
onv1ronmontal ha1.ards from sur.h 
ta1hngs. See 42 U.S.C. i901(a) Undlr 
UMTRCA, two programs were 
establi:;hed to protect public h1•alth nnd 
the CD\ mmm�nl from the haumis 
associated \\ Jib uranium m11l tailin s 
One program (Title 1) �uired tllf! 
Department ot Energy (DOE) to c:ondu t 
the ner.r-;snrv remedial actions 01 

dcs1gnatt:d ii1actlw uranium m 11 tail s

sites to achfo\e c:ompllana1 w1th the 
general en\•ironmental standards to he 
promulgatcd 'fiy EPA These sites v cm 
generally 11bantlonod uranium 
proc:o&Sing sites for which a hcens 
,s:.ucd by the NRC or its prodc1 N- r, 
the Atomin Energy Commission (AEC 
was no1 in !lffcct illl January 1 ,  lQ78 
The oth"r program (Titlo 11) pertained to 
active 5ites. which are those that are 
licen ed by the NRC or an af ectr d 
Agtt1r .. mont Sta\(l R�uircroent for 
lu:,(!DsPd 5ites inc ludo th finnl dispo 
of la1lings, including the control or 
radon aflor milltng operations <'"llS 
UM't'RCA also requited that EPA 
promulgate stamfards for th�o hccn d 
�itcs, mducllng standardi. that pro1, d 
humnn ht• Ith and tho cnvuonmrnl m ii 
manner consisltmt with standards 
cstahlished under Subtitle C of th S d 
Waste Dispos.;1 /\1;1, ns amonded The 
.NRC, or an Agreement State, 1:. 
rn:.ponslble for implementing 1be &.-\ 
s1nndards nt lic:cnsed urruuum nullmg 
sites. 

,\ s µart of NRC's 1982 authorization 
imd appropriations, Congrc,,s arnnndcd 
UMTRCA on January 4, J 983. Public 
Law �7-415. sections 16(a) and 22(bJ, 
reprinted ,n 2 l '182 U.S. Code Cong. & 
Admin Nows (96 Stat.) 2077 and ':080. 
As partially nmendcd thertb} . Er.-. wn:; 
required to promulgalc sta.'ldards of 
g1•nerol applienbility for the prptc•cti<lrt 
of the public health, safctv, and the 
ljnvironment from rad10Jog1C.11) and 
uonradiolo8ical hazards nssot.1a1ed , .. 1th 
the processing and with tho posscs-..101 
trau:,f�•r, and disposul of byproduct 
matunal us defined undar section 1 1.-1 

Disclaimer - For assistance accessing this document or additional information 
please contact radiation.questions@epa.gov.


















































