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ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

4-0 CFR Part 61 
[FRL48-3S7] 
RIN 2060-AE23 

National Emissions Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 

SUMMARY: EPA is supplementing its 
December 31, 1991 proposal to rescind 
40 CTR part 61, subpart T (subpart 11 as 
it applles to owners and operators of 
uranium mill t-nilings disposal sites 
licensed by tha Nuclear Regulatory 
Commisslon (NRC) or an affected 
Agreement State {Agreement States}. 
This document supplements, and does 
not withdraw EPA's prior proposal lo 
rescind. This document describes and 
invites comment on provisions for 
reconsideration of �isslon and 
reinstatement of subpart T, and 
describes relevant events that have 
occurred since the December 1991 
proposal. Additionally, EPA invites 
cominent on the Agency's proposed 
determination that the NRC regulatory 

. program protocts public health with an 
ample margin of safoty. including 
sped fie aspect.,; of that d':ltermination. 

Neither proposal appll0S to uranium 
milt tailings disposal sites regulated 

► under subpart ·r I.bat are also under the
control ohhe D.:portn1ent ofEn�
(DOE). As a National Emission Standard
for Hazardous Air P.ollutants
(NESHAPs) promulgated on [)e(',ember
15, 1989, subpart T reguJutes emiS'!.-icms
of radon-222 into the ambient air from 
uranium mill tailings disposal sites.
EPA is roquesting comments only on the
contents of this notice and has Included
a specific requelit for comments ao; to
certain aspects of this proposal. EPA is
cstabli!.hing a 45 day comment pt>riod
for nx.eipt of all comments.
DATES: Comments concerning this
proposal must be received by EPA on or 
before March 24, 1994. A public hearing
will be held on Man:h 9, 1994. in
Washington. DC If a request for such a
hearing is received by Febn1ary 22,
19q4
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
�ubmitted (in duplicate if possible) to: 
Central Docket Section l..E-131.
Environmental Protection Agency. Attn:
Air Docket No. A-91-67, Washington,
DC 20460. Requests to participate in the
public hearing should be made in
writing to the Director. Cri1eria and
Standards Division, 6602}, Office or

Radiation and Indoor Air, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 401 
M Street, SW., Wa&hington, DC 20460.. 
Comments and requests to participate in 
the bearing may also be faxed lo EPA at 
(2021 233-9629. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT� Gale 
C. Bonanno, Air Standards and
Economics Branch, Criterio and
Standnrds Division, 6602}, Office of
Radiation and Indoor Air,
Environmental Protection A�cy.
Washington, OC 20460 (202) 233-9219.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION� 

Docket 

Docket A-91-67 contains tl1e 
rulemaking record. Tb.a dodct is 
available for public inspection between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.. Monday 
through Fridav. In room M1500 of 
Waterside Mall, 401 M Streat. SW., 
Washington, OC 20460. A reasonable fue 
may be charged for copying. 
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I. Background
A. Description of Uroni11m Mill Tailings

Uranium mill tnilings 8J'9 sand-like
wastes that result from the processing of 
uranium ore. Tailings are stored in large 
surface impoundments, called piles, In 
amounts from less than one milllon tons 
to over thirty mill\on tons, over areas 
that may cover hundreds of acres. Most 
piles are located in the Western United 
States, nnd all piles emit rodon gas, a 
decay product of radium in the waste 
material resulting from the processing of 
ore to recover uranium at the uranium 
mills. 
B. Regulatory Hiswry

To deal specifically with the risks
assOCJated with these tailings, Congress 
passed the Uranium Mill Tailings 
Radiation Control Act (UMTRCA) in 
1978 (42 u.s.c. 2022, 7901-79-t2). ln 
onacling UMTRCA, Congress found that 
uranium mill tailing$ may pose o 
potential and significant radiation 
health hazard to the public, and that 
every reasonable effort should be made 
to provide for the stabilization, disposat, 
and control in a safe and 
environmentally sound manner of such 
tailing.'! in order to prevent or minimize 
radon diffusion into the environment 
and to prevent or minimize other 
environmental hazards from such 
tailings. See 42 U.S.C. 7901(a). Under 
UMTRCA. two programs were 
established to protect public health and 
the environment from the hazards 
associated with uranium mill tailings. 
One program (Title I) required the 
Department of Energy (DOE) to conduct 
the necessruv remedial actions al 
designated inactive uranium mill tailing 
sites lo achieve compliance with the 
general environmental standards to be 
promulgated by EPA. Those sites were 
generally abandoned uranium 
processing sites for which a license 
issued by the NRC or its predecessor, 
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), 
was not in effect on Jaouory 1, 1978 
Toe other program (Tille II) pertained to 
active sites, which are those that are 
licensed by the NRC or an affected 
Agreement State. Requirements for 
licensed sites include the final disposal 
of tailings. including the control of 
radon after milling operations ce&�e. 
UMTRCA also required that EPA 
promulgate standards for these licensed 
sites, including standards that protect 
human health and the environment in a 
mm:rner consistent with stondards 
established under Subtitle C of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, as amended. The 
NRC. or en Agreement State, is 
r&..ponsible for implementing the EPA 

Disclaimer - For assistance accessing this document or additional information 
please contact radiation.questions@epa.gov.


































