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Investigation

Possible Drift
Tomato Grower
Concerned about 40 Acres of Tomatoes
Possible Auxin Damage



Who assessed the damage

Regional Agronomist
Pesticide Inspectors
Landowner
Weed Scientist NCSU
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Photographs of Samples
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Auxin Concerns

Lots of specialty crops (grapes, 
tomatoes, tobaaco, soybeans, 
cotton….)

Smaller field sizes 
Lots of neighbors









Number of fields/farmers

30 different fields 
12 different applicators 



Auxin Applications

 Crossbow applied across from one field before the 
plastic was placed into the field

 Engenia was applied 3000 yards from fields D-1 
and 500 on June 20th

 No auxin use near the shortoff fields in the south 
around the time of damage





Signs that it might not be drift

No damage to Liberty or Round-up 
beans located close to tomatoes

No damage to surrounding vegetation 
Staggered time frames of damage.  

First damage was 6 weeks before last
Private lab results returned with ND



Lab Results (finally!!!)  August 23



What does it mean?

Stinger Herbicide has a 24 c label for 
strawberries in NC. 

Was used on adjacent fields 
Runoff due to wet spring
Contaminated water was used to irrigate 

the tomatoes 
Build up over time had delayed damage



Lessons learned

Trust your gut
Ask plenty of questions
Faster lab turn around
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