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• Humboldt Harbor Dredging

• Need to expand HOODS capacity

• EPA Monitoring (2008, 2014)

• Mounding

• Expansion Alternatives

• Nearshore Sand Placement Site (NSPS)

• USACE Shoreline monitoring
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OCEAN DISPOSAL SITES IN EPA REGION 9
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HOODS AS DESIGNATED IN 1995

Shallowest multi-user ocean disposal site in EPA Region 9

3–4 nmi offshore, 150–180 feet deep

50 MCY capacity (~30 MCY with buffer)

1 MCY/yr disposal estimate

Individual disposal cells to manage mounding
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EPA MONITORING IN 2008

Survey centered on HOODS:

19 sediment chemistry/benthic infauna stations

No adverse impacts except mounding within site
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EPA MONITORING IN 2014
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Expanded Study Area:

Hi-resolution multibeam bathymetry

25 sediment chemistry/benthic infauna stations

51 SPI and PV imagery stations



2014 MONITORING FINDINGS

No adverse biological effects from disposal, but

additional mound height could affect safe navigation
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MANAGING MOUNDING AT HOODS
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MANAGING MOUNDING AT HOODS:

ACTIVE CELLS AS OF 2019 
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HOODS EXPANSION ALTERNATIVES
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DISPOSAL BEFORE HOODS
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Sand Transport



HUMBOLDT HARBOR USACE SHORELINE MONITORING
13

• The Reference Contour is ~11 ft above MLLW:

• rectangle shows the approximate longshore 

location of the NSPS off the eroding North Spit

NSPS



NEARSHORE SAND PLACEMENT SITE
14

NEARSHORE SITE

• Length: 20,000 ft

• Width: 4,000 ft

• Inner Depth: 25 ft

• Outer Depth: 80 ft

• Minimum Operating 

Depth (Essayons): 40 ft
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HOODS Expansion: Next Steps

This week: Public Scoping Meetings in Eureka

Early 2020: Publish EA and Proposed Rule
Public Comment Period & Public Meeting(s)

Spring 2020: Response to comments
Coastal Commission Public Hearing

Summer 2020: Publish Final Rule
Use of Expanded HOODS

Future: Monitor Nearshore Sand Placement Site?

For more information, contact
Brian Ross, EPA Dredging & Sediment Management Team 
ross.brian@epa.gov, 415-972-3475

mailto:ross.brian@epa.gov
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QUESTIONS?


