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Non-EPA Resources

• IHS
• FEMA
• Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)



Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)

• FEMA provides several funding opportunities for prevention and 
recovery from wildfire-related harm: 

• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-
program)

• Must submit a disaster declaration request to FEMA within 30 days of the incident

• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program (app last year Oct- Jan 
https://www.fema.gov/pre-disaster-mitigation-grant-program)

• The goal is to reduce overall risk to the population and structures from future hazard events, 
while also reducing reliance on Federal funding in future disasters.

• Flood Mitigation Assistance Program (https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-
assistance-grant-program)

• Could be used if erosion from wildfire could cause flooding

https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/pre-disaster-mitigation-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program


Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS-USDA)

• NRCS offers the following funding programs to support 
response to wildfires:

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
• Provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural and forestry 

producers to address natural resource concerns and deliver 
environmental benefits 

• Improved water and air quality, conserved ground and surface water, 
reduced soil erosion and sedimentation, and improved or created 
wildlife habitat



Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS-USDA) cont….

• Emergency Watershed Protection Program

• The Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program, a federal 
emergency recovery program, helps local communities recover 
after a natural disaster strikes. 

• The program offers technical and financial assistance to help 
local communities relieve imminent threats to life and property 
caused by floods, fires, windstorms and other natural disasters 
that impair a watershed



Indian Health Service (IHS)

Contact is Carolyn Garcia:
Carolyn.Garcia2@ihs.gov

- Cache of 20,000 N95 respirators for this year’s wildfire 
season.

- Access to recovery resources such as:
- Bottled water after water systems are damaged
- Portable showers

- Webpage with resources for tribes in our program portal

mailto:Carolyn.Garcia2@ihs.gov


CalOES

• Tribal Assistance 
Coordination Group (TAC-G 
Calls) during wildfire season

• Contact is Denese
Shimenski: 
Denise.Shemenski@CalOES.ca.gov

• Contact her to be added 
to the list for call info

mailto:Denise.Shemenski@CalOES.ca.gov


GAP

• The following activities are GAP-eligible and can help tribes 
prepare for wildfire events in advance:          

• Vulnerability Assessments, Adaptation Plans, Emergency Response Plans, 
Coordination and consultation with other federal, state and local agencies, 
Develop MOAs with federal, state, and local agencies, develop outreach 
materials and strategies, related trainings, research opportunities. 

• * Eligibility does not guarantee approval. Activities will be 
approved on a case by case basis, once they are deemed 
necessary, reasonable, allocable and aligned with the tribe’s ETEP.  



Implementation is not GAP Eligible 

• As a reminder, implementing an all-hazards mitigation plan or 
responding to an emergency in ways that may be recoverable 
by the Tribe under a future disaster declaration are not GAP-
eligible activities, since they are implementation (in the first 
case) and/or eligible to be reimbursed by another agency (in 
the second).



Smoke Outreach Tools



PM2.5 Health Effects

• Particle pollution, also called 
particulate matter or PM, is a complex 
mixture of extremely small particles 
and liquid droplets in the air. 

• Exposure to PM is linked to a variety of 
significant health problems, including:

• premature death in people with heart or 
lung disease

• aggravated asthma
• increased respiratory symptoms, such as 

irritation of the airways, coughing or 
difficulty breathing.



The Air Quality Index (AQI)
• EPA’s color-coded tool for 

communicating air quality and health 
information to the public

• Issued 1999, as an update to the 
Pollutant Standards Index 

• Updated to reflect the latest standards 
and science

• The daily AQI for particle pollution is a 
24-hour index (midnight to midnight); 
for ozone, it’s the maximum eight-hour 
period in the day (calculated from 7 
a.m. to midnight) 

• Daily AQI reports for particle pollution 
and ozone show previous days’ air 
quality

• AQI also is used for next-day 
forecasting and current air quality 
displays (the NowCast)
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Current Air Quality  - the NowCast

• Algorithms used to show real-time air quality as an estimated AQI 
• Relate hourly air quality measurements to the 8-hour AQI (ozone) or the 24-hour AQI 

(PM)
• Will be shown on AirNow as “NowCast AQI”

• Designed to: 
• Provide real-time air quality information in a format that is easy to understand (the 

popular color-coded AQI scale)
• Help at-risk groups quickly recognize the times when they may want to adjust outdoor 

activities
• Encourage outdoor activity at times when air quality is better (especially important 

when the daily forecast is “orange” or above).



AQI forecasts

• Predict the next day’s AQI
• Cover the same time periods –

• Maximum daily eight-hour 
average for ozone; 24-hour 
average for PM

• Not a “high” for the day like a 
temperature forecast

• Great planning tool - popular in 
news media, used in Flag Program, 
etc.

• But don’t show the air quality 
changes that can occur during the 
day 
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AirNow

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=topics.smoke_wildfires

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=topics.smoke_wildfires


California Only- 1300 and 1400 Calls

1300 (1PM) Call – Every Day 1400 (2PM) Call -- as needed
Conference Line: 888-844-9904 

9113085#
Contact: Trent Proctor USFS

tprocter@fs.fed.us
Topic: Smoke from wildfires and Rx 

fires across CA. Brief report outs 
from several individuals.

Conference Line: 888-405-8211, 
6959739#

Contact: Charles Pearson, ARB
P: (916) 322-7054

pearson.charles@arb.ca.gov
Topic: Smoke monitoring and 

communication needs. 

mailto:tprocter@fs.fed.us
mailto:pearson.charles@arb.ca.gov


EPA Factsheets for Wildfire Smoke

• Prepare for Fire Season Factsheet

• Indoor Air Filtration Factsheet

• Reduce Your Smoke Exposure Factsheet
• Protect Yourself From Ash Factsheet
• Respiratory Protection Factsheet
• Protecting Children from Wildfire Smoke and Ash 

Factsheet
• Protect Yourself From Ash Factsheet
• Protect Your Pets from Wildfire Smoke Factsheet
• Protect Your Large Animals and Livestock from Wildfire 

Smoke Factsheet
• Wildfire Smoke, A Guide for Public Health Officials, 2016

http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/the-right-respirator-and%20proper-fit-508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/reduce-health-risks-with-wildfire-smoke-508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/prepare-for-fire-season-508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/indoor-air-filtration-factsheet-508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/reduce-your-smoke-exposure.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/protect-yourself-from-ash-factsheet.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/respiratory-protection-508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/protecting-children-from-wildfire-smoke-and-ash.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/protect-yourself-from-ash-factsheet.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/protect-your-pets-from-wildfire-smoke.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/smoke_fires/protect-your-large-animals-and-livestock-from-wildfire-smoke.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/wildfire_may2016-revised.pdf


Wildfire Smoke: A Guide for Public 
Health Officials

• A collaborative document 
produced by CDPH, CARB, 
US EPA, USFS, University of 
Washington, public health 
agencies

• A guide that includes 
several tools for public 
health officials to use during 
wildfire smoke events

• Being revised to include, 
FAQ’s about different topics

https://www3.epa.gov/airnow/wildfire_may2016.pdf (current)

https://www3.epa.gov/airnow/wildfire_may2016.pdf


Smoke Ready Tool Box for Wildfires: Guides, Fact Sheets and Other 
Resources

https://www.epa.gov/air-research/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires

https://www.epa.gov/air-research/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires


Infographics Available to Order
• Two-sided, 7.5 x 5.5 inch infographic cards

• Can be ordered for free from this site

• Order as many as you want! We have thousands!

https://www.epa.gov/air-research/how-order-infographic-card-reduce-health-risks-
areas-wildfire-smoke

https://www.epa.gov/air-research/how-order-infographic-card-reduce-health-risks-areas-wildfire-smoke


Air Quality Flag Program
Contact Lauren Maghran 
Maghran.lauren@epa.gov or 
Katie Stewart at 
Stewart.Kathleen@epa.gov

mailto:Maghran.lauren@epa.gov


• A goal of the project is to provide entry points for members of the public to 
contribute to research and access data.

• This kind of involvement is mutually beneficial – it helps EPA answer 
questions, and it also serves as educational/data resource that 
communities can leverage to address issues related to air quality and 
health in their communities. 

• This two-way interaction and communication framework is the citizen 
science feature in Smoke Sense.

• In the App Store or Google Play

Smoke Sense: A Citizen 
Science Project



Wildfire Smoke and IAQ
• https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/wildfires-and-indoor-air-quality-iaq

https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/wildfires-and-indoor-air-quality-iaq


IDENTIFYING AT-
RISK 

POPULATIONS

SETTING UP 
INFORMATION 

DELIVERY 
METHODS

EDUCATION 
MATERIALS FOR 

THE PUBLIC

SETTING 
DECISION 

CRITERIA/DEVELO
P DECISION TREE

IDENTIFYING 
AND 

ESTABLISHING 
CLEAN AIR 

SHELTERS AND 
SPACES

TEMPORARY 
MONITORING 
EQUIPMENT 

AND 
DEPLOYING 
SENSORS

Smoke Ready Community Framework
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Outreach Email: Feedback from Tribes



THANK YOU!

• Please be sure to grab a handout with all this information.
• We can send this presentation to you

Lauren Maghran
Grants and Program Integration Office
Air Division
415-947-4107
Maghran.lauren@epa.gov 

Nico Anderson
Tribal Branch
Tribal, Intergovernmental & Policy 
Division
Anderson.Nicholas@epa.gov
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