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SepticSmart Week 1
General Overview

Zach Lowenstein
EPAOS Decentrali zed Wastewater

U.S. EPA, Office of Wastewater Management,
www.epa.gov/septic
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

www.epa.gov/septicsmart

What is SepticSmart Week?

A Outreach and education campaign to encourage
homeowners to properly maintain and operate their
septic systems

A Falls on the third week of September each year,
since 2012

A Largest national scale septic system education
awareness campaign

A MOU Partners are instrumental in disseminating
SepticSmart products and messages



Recent Products i Quick Tips

Don’t Strain Your ‘ P

=7

water-based appliances (such as a washing . - Regular septic system maintenance can

machine) to avoid a back up of your septic g Tree and shrub roots, cars, and livestock SEPA savi hompownars thousands of dollare EPA
system into your house. Learn more at BT s €EN daMage your drainfield. Learn more Enroens s and profect publie health. Learn more at ERttymet) eroredcn
wWww,epa.goviseptic. ; at www.epa.goviseptic. Sl www.epa.goviseptic, i

Don’t Overload the =g Keep it Clean! s Pump Your Tank!
Commode! . Ny :

|| What goes down your drain has a big
= impact on your septic system. Avoid
" harsh chemicals and use cleaners/
“7_ | detergents in moderation, Learn more at S e o
“.| www.epa.goviseptic. (2%

- - ‘. < e
A toilet is not a trashcan. Disposable diapers If you have a well, many things can

and wipes, feminine hygiene preducts,
cigarette butts, cat litter and much more can

Ensure your septic tank is pumped at
contaminate your drinking water, such regular intervals as recommended by
as a falling septic system. Test your a professional andfor local permitting
damage your septlc system. Learn more at £ Tlaaaww  well water regularly. Leam more at it aaia  autherity. Leam more at

www.epa.goviseplic, www.apa.govisaptic. WWwW.epa.goviseptic.
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Do Your Part.
Be SepticSmart!

Shield
Your Field
Divert rain and Don'’t Overload Think at the Sink
surface water away the Commode Limit use of your garbage disposal and
and avoid parking Don't flush diapers, avoid pouring fats, grease, solids and
vehicles and planting wipes or other ifems harsh chemicals down the drain.
trees on your meant for a trashcan

down the toilet.
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Drainfield Don't Strain Your Drain
| Use water efficiently and stagger use of water-based
Septic Tank appliances, such as your washing machine or dishwasher.

Protect It and Inspect It Pump Your Tank
A typical uld 1
Groundwater
Recharge

Aquifer
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BE SEPTICSMART

THINK AT
THE SINK

L

OK DOWN THE DRAIN

The following can go down a commercial kitchen drain in limited quantities.
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CLEANING PRODUCTS DISHWATER 'WASH WATER FROM PRODUCE
Follow manufacturer’s Wipe off large food Brush off dirt before rinsing
i i remnants/grease fruits and vegetables

NOT OK DOWN THE DRAIN

The following cannot go down the drain as they can clog pipes and/or damage septic systems.
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CHEMICALS GARBAGE DISPOSAL

e Avoid pouring harsh Dlspnseui-s Properly dispose of food
by disposing of greasein limitusinga
any excess waste the drain e garbage disposal

Limit what you pour down the drain.
Remember, anything other than water can impact your septic system.
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