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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is hereby granting an availability-based 
project-specific waiver pursuant to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements to the City of' 
Columbus. Ohio. for the purchase of 28 flex ring fittings for the '·Mound District Booster Station 
20-lnch Discharge Line" Project. This waiver permits the use of twenty-four (24) 20-ineh and 
four (4) 24-inch 11ex ring fittings that have not been produced domestically because no known 
domestic manufacturers produce a product that meets the project's technical specifications. This 
project-specific waiver only applies to the use of the specified products for the referenced project 
f undcd by the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). Any other project funded by 
either the Drinking Water or Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) that wishes to use the 
same product must request a separate waiver based on the specific project circumstances. 

Rationale: The AIS provision requires DWSRF assistance recipients to use specific domestic 
iron and steel products if the project is funded through an SRF assistance agreement unless the 
EPA determines that it is necessary to waive this requiremenl. The EPA has the authority to issue 
\\'ai\'crs in accordance with section l452(a)(4)(A) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. The provision 
states in part: "[the rcquirementsl shall not apply in any case or category of cases in which the 
Administrator of' the Environmental Protection Agency ... finds that. .. iron and steel products arc 
not produced in the United !ates in sufficient and reasonably available quantities and of a 
satisfactory quality:· 

Internet Address (URL) • ht1p·//www.epa.gov 
Aecycled/Recyclabte • Pnnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100"0 Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper 



The project consists of the installation of a new 20-inch water main along West Mound Street. 
The City was able to eliminate some of the tee fittings needed by allowing the contractor to weld 
outlets onto the pipe. However. the project still requires 28 large diameter restraint joint fittings. 

The City contacted several domestic manufacturers to find comparable AIS-compliant llex ring 
fittings and provided information to the EPA demonstrating that no manufacturers of flex ring 
fittings meet the project·s technical specifications. 

The EPA conducted market research on the supply and availability of flex ring fittings and 
concluded that there are no domestic manufacturers of these products that meet the project's 
technical spcci fications. Per statutory requirement, the waiver request was posted on the EPA· s 
AIS website for the mandatory I 5-day public comment period. and the Agency received no 
public comments. 

The EPA is granting an availability-based waiver from the AlS requirements to the City or 
Columbus, Ohio. for the .. Mound District Booster Station 20-Inch Discharge Line .. Project with 
respect to 28 flex ring finings. This waiver permits the purchase of twenty-four (24) 20-inch and 
four (4) 24-inch flex ring fittings using DWSRF funds as documented in the State or Ohio·s 
waiver request submittal on behalf of the assistance recipient. dated October 29.2019. 

Legal Authority: Legal authority for the AIS requirements for DWSRF projects is included under 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, under the authority of section 1452(a)( 4 )(A). 

If you have questions concerning the contents ol"this memorandum, please contact Jorge 
Medrano. Environmental Engineer. Drinking Water Protection Division. at 
mcdrano.jorgc@epa.gov or (202) 564-1968. 




