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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[WH-FRL 2515-61

Notice of National Municipal Policy on
Publicly-Owned Treatment Works.

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Notice of National Municipal
Policy.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
Environmental Protection Agency's
policy on ensuring that all publicly-
owned treatment works (POTW) comply
with the statutory requirements and
compliance dead-lines in the Clean
Water Act (CWA). The policy describes
the Agency's intention to focus its
efforts on POTWs that previously
received Federal funding assistance and
are not in compliance, on all other major
POTWs, and on minor POTWs that are

, contributing significantly to an
impairment of water quality. It also
describes how the Agency expects EPA
Regions and States to carry out the
intent of the policy. The purposes of the
policy are to achieve maximum
improvement in water quality in
accordance with the goals of the CWA,
and to protect the public's investment in
wastewater treatment facilities.

The Agency has recently proposed a
regulation that redefines secondary
treatment pursuant to the 1981
amendments to section 304(d) of the
CWA, 48 FR 52258, November 16, 1983.
This related action will help provide
reasonable certainty regarding POTWs
applicable effluent limits and will
facilitate implementation of this policy.
EFFECTIVE DATE: This policy will be
effective January 30, 1984.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
Robert W. Zeller, Ph.D., U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, EN-
338, 401 M Street, SW., Washington,
D.C., 20460 (202) 475-8304.

Dated: January 23. 1984.
William D. Ruckelshaus,
Administrator.

Statement of Policy
When the Clean Water Act (CWA)

was passed in 1972, Congress gave
municipalities until 1977 to comply with
its requirements. Congress authorized
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to extend the deadline to 1983 and
then again to July 1, 1988, for some
municipalities. In addition, Congress
amended the Act in 1981 to modify the

basic treatment requirements. Therfore,
Congress has authorized EPA to give
some municipalities several additional
years to achieve compliance and has
also provided more reasonable
treatment requirements for certain types
of facilities.

The CWA requires all publicly-owned
treatment works (POTWs) to meet the
statutory compliance deadlines and to
achieve the water quality objectives of
the Act, whether or not they receive
Federal funds. The EPA will focus on
POTWs that previously received Federal
funding assistance and arenot currently
in compliance with their applicable
effluent limits, on all other major
POTWs, and on minor POTWs that are
contributing significantly to an
impairment of water quality. EPA's goal
will be to obtain compliance by POTWs
as soon as possible, and no later than
July 1, 1988. Where there are
extraordinary circumstances that
preclude compliance of such facilities by
July 1, 1988, EPA will work with States
and the affected municipal authorities to
ensure that these POTWs are on
enforceable schedules for achieving
compliance as soon as possible
thereafter, and are doing all they can in
the meantime to abate pollution to the
Nation's waters.

Implementation Strategy
The Agency is committed to pursuing

a clear course of action that fulfills the
intent of Congress and results in the
maximum improvement in water quality.
The Agency is also committed to
protecting the public's financial
investment in wastewater treatment
facilities. To meet these objectives, the
Agency expects EPA Regions and States
to adhere to the National policy stated
above and to use the following
mechanisms to carry out the intent of
this policy.

EPA Regions will cooperate with their
respective States to develop strategies
that describe how they plan to bring
noncomplying facilities into compliance.
These strategies should include a
complete inventory of all noncomplying
facilities, should identify the affected
municipalities consistent with the
National policy, and should describe a
plan to bring these POTWs into
compliance as soon as possible. Regions
and States will then use the annual
State program grant negotiation process
to reach agreement on the specific
activities they will undertake to carry
out the plan.

Based on the information in the final

strategies, the permitting authority
(Region or approved NPDES State) will
require affected municipal authorities to
develop one of the following as
necessary:

Composite Coirection Plan: An
affected municipality that has a
constructed POTW that is not in
compliance with its NPDES permit
effluent limits will be required to
develop a Composite Correction Plan
(CCP). The CCP should describe the
cause(s) of noncompliance, should
outline the corrective actions necessary
to achieve compliance, and should
provide a schedule for completing the
required work and for achieving
compliance.

Municipal Compliance Plan: An
affected municipality that needs to
construct a wastewater treatment
facility in order to achieve compliance
will be required to develop a Municipal
Compliance Plan (MCP). The MCP
should describe the necessary treatment
technology and estimated cost, should
outline the proposed sources and
methods of financing the proposed
facility (both construction and O&M),
and should provide a schedule for
achieving compliance as soon as
possible.

The permitting authority will use the
information In these plans and will work
with the affected municipality to
develop a reasonable schedule for
achieving compliance. In any case
where the affected municipal authority
is unable to achieve compliance
promptly, the permitting authority will,
in addition to setting a schedule for
achieving full compliance, ensure that
the POTW undertakes appropriate
interim steps that lead to full
compliance as soon as possible. Where
there are extraordinary circumstances
that make it impossible for an affected
municipal authority to meet a July 1,
1988 compliance date, the permitting
authority will work with the affected
municipality to establish a fixed date
schedule to achieve compliance in the
shortest, reasonable period of time
thereafter, including interim abatement
measures as appropriate. The general
goal is to establish enforceable
compliance schedules for all affected
municipalities by the end of FY 1985.
Once schedules for affected
municipalities are in place, the
permitting authority will monitor
progress towards compliance and will
take follow-up action as appropriate.
Nothing in this policy is intended to
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impede or delay any ongoing or future
enforcement actions.

Overview

EPA Headquarters will overview the
implementation of this policy to ensure
that actions taken by Regions and States
are consistent with National policy and
that the Agency as a whole is making
progress towards meeting the statutory
deadlines and achieving the water
quality objectives of the Act.

Dated: January 23,1984.
Widliam D. Ruckelshaus,
A'dministrator.
[FR Doc. 84-2433 FMed 1-V3-& &45 am]
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