Building Local Partnerships to Implement
Collaborative Conservation Programs:
The Milford Lake Watershed
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Matt Unruh
Chief of Policy & Communications
Kansas Water Office
Topeka, Kansas
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Milford Lake and Watershed
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The Issue at Milford Lake
Harmful Algal Blooms

Milford Lake - HAB Days per Year Water Quality Impairments
«  Milford Lake"
« Eutrophication
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On KDOHE Public Health Advisory List every year since 2011 tprugram started in
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HAB Days ranged from 29 {2013)to 136 (2016) a5 -

Zero HAB Days in 2010 and 2018, 2019 f
Releases during HAB evenls can impact downstream public water supplies




Water Supply Importance of Milford Lake
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Building a Collaborative
Partnership Team

ldentify a Resource Concern to Unite Behind

|dentify Potential Partners Impacted by Resource Concern
ldentify Potential Partners Interested in Collaborative Positive
Action to Address Resource Concern

ldentify Resources Avallable for Collaborative Action
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Building a Partnership Team

Partners
L=ad Partrier: Kars as 'Waler Office

Colloborating Portners
g Fansas Department of Agricuthure- DOC g Korsas Department of Heath and Emarormend
g Fiansos Departrnent of Wildife, Porks aond Toursm [l Korsos Form Bursau [l City of 'Wiokefeld

g Kanzos CorniGrowers Association g Karsoe ForestService gy 'Water Cistnct Ho. | of |ohrson Courdy

M Clay County, Kansas W Cirgof Topska W City of Clathe W Cityof Lowrence [l Friends of the K58

M The= Hoture Corssrvarcy [l Kareos Biclogical Sursey [l Kansas Alianos for Wetlonds and Streams

B Clay Courty Consaretion District g epublic Courty Consereation Detict gy EcoProctices

W Jewell Courty Conservation District B Qoud Courty Conservation District B Kansas Soybean Commission

W Geary County Corservation Disrict @l 'Washington County Corgeration Detrict [l Acorre Resort at Milzord Lokee
M Riley Counity Corgsrvation Cistrict @l Clay County BEconomic Cevelopment Group @l Hotioral Sorghum Producers
B Cloud County Economic Development Corporafion [l Thunderbird Manrea & BY Resord
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NRCS RCPP Program

Regional Conservation Partnership Program

gram that mobilizes partnerships to
tments and reach common

Reglonal ‘Conservatlon
Partnership Program

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Program

» Implemented through existing NRCS programs:
—  Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
—  Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
— Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
—  Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)

USDA plans to invest up to bi"ion c '[ R P (CR P)
- onservation Reserve Program
USDA Goal: phiihey
Partisors PL 83-566 Watershed Program ';*;f:::;?:.

EQIP targeted for Milford RCPP

match s
investment .2.04 * Cropland and Livestock focus a I I S aS
to equal — billion

more: nrcs.usda.gov/FarmBill WatCI' Oﬂice




Milford Lake Watershed RCPP

Project Goal: Reduce watershed phosphorus loading by 31,000 Ibs/yr contributing to the
formation of HABs in Milford Lake.
» Target based on reductions noted for Milford WRAPS Watershed Plan
EQIP Funding for Eligible Practices
« Cropland and Livestock focus
« Core Practices (90% Program Payment Rate)
— Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
— Nutrient Management Plan
— Nutrient Management
— Fence
— Cover Crop
— Access Control
— Watering Facility
— Heavy Use Area
— Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till or No-Till
» Other Eligible Practices — 75% Program Payment Rate in Year 1
Signup incentive payments possible as well for wildlife habitat creating practices through
KDWPT Habitat First Program
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CPP Targeted Areas

Milford
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CLAY Clay Center (785) 632-3550

CLOUD Concordia (785) 243-4438

DICKINSON Abilene (785) 263-1351

GEARY Manhattan (785) 776-7582

JEWELL Mankato (785) 378-3731

MITCHELL Beloit (785) 738-5172

REPUBLIC Belleville (785) 527-5573 || H Tier1

RILEY Manhattan (785) 776-7582 Targeted Buffer

WASHINGTON Washington (785) 325-2253 ® stream Gage

[ Tier2
Targeted Uplands £\ Rotational Monitoring

[] permanent Monitoring
[ Tier3

MILFORD LAKE" Uplands @ sw Monitoring
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Building Legislative Support for Implementation

« NRCS Funding
¥ Commitment
e $2.88 Million
o $2,159,992 FA
« $720,008 TA
« Partner Contribution
Commitment
e ~$3 Million
« KWO Funding approved
by Kansas Legislature
« $200,000 SFY18
« $200,000 SFY19
e $200,000 SFY20
e Future Funding?
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MILFORD LAKE
WATERSHED Mkl

REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

* Project Duration: 5 Years
 [nitial Producer Signup Period: Fall 2018
e Currently have over half of the NRCS available FA obligated for

current duration of project
‘f*}:{{:‘&’
Kansas
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WWW MILFORDWATERSHED. ORG

&< = D milfordwatershed.org/ I S

MILFORD
WATERSHED

» Signup Incentive Payments for wildlife habitat-related practices
through KDWPT
e Cover Crop
« Contour Buffer Strips

HELP.EIGHT TOXIC
ALGAE IN KANSAS

Range Planting

Wetland Restoration
E ABOUT THE MILFORD WATERSHED RCPP

Wetland Creation
Conservation Crop Rotation




Thank You!

Matt Unruh
Kansas Water Office
matt.unruh@kwo.ks.gov
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