
Ongoing Efforts Towards 
Creating Environment and 
Social Justice in the 

Communities of the Martín 
Peña Channel



Interactive Music Concerts 
in Schools of Martín Peña 

Channel 



“With Vivaldi and Handel in the  Channel… The four 
seasons and water-music”

These concerts were possible thanks to a
contribution and matching funds made by the
Titín Foundation.



We facilitated workshops/concerts in the elementary schools Jaime
Rosario Benítez, Emilio del Toro Cuevas, Juanita García Peraza, Santiago
Iglesias Pantín, Sofía Rexach, Moisés Meléndez, Manuel Boada and
Haydee Rexach respectively. Almost 300 children enjoined the concerts
of featured water-themed music, mainly passages from Vivaldi’s “The
Four Seasons” and Handel’s “Water Music.”



The musicians engaged the students in short conversations about the
importance of keeping nearby bodies of water clean, how many entities
are working toward cleaning their nearby channel, and how the wood
and materials used to make their instruments came from nature.



The students responded amazingly to the concerts,
especially to the parts where familiar tunes were
played, and when they got to touch and play the
musicians’ instruments at the end of each concert.

,



,



The Visitor Center 
of the San Juan Bay 

Estuary



Visitor Center 

This exhibit, as well as the Visitor Center were 
possible thanks to a contribution and matching 
funds made by the Titín Foundation. 

On December 2015 we launched our new
Visitor Center, home of an exhibition
dedicated to the Martín Peña Channel.



The display valuable information was compiled
by a team of professionals from social,
environmental and human sciences. So far, the
center receives about 500 visitors weekly.



Both the Visitor Center and the exhibition have been made
possible thanks to funds donated by the Foundation Titín .



On Christmas Eve 2015, our Education
Manager led a workshop conceptual
drawing, with children from 3rd to 5th
grade, about how would Christmas be in
their communities if the Martín Peña
Channel was dredged. The pieces were
exhibited in our Visitor Center .





Oral History 
Project of the SJBE



Life Stories

Thanks to the donation and matching funds made by the
Humanities Foundation; and the help of the Environmental
Protection Agency, Universidad Interamericana, and the
Martin Peña Channel ENLACE Project we will publish a book
about our Oral History Project during 2016.



The publication will
feature dozens of life
stories of people who
have resided in
communities around
the Martín Peña
Channel in the past six
decades. Their stories
structure the memory
of working and
struggling communities
that make up our
estuarine areas.



Commitment to the 
Community



In addition, as part of the commitment of SJBE to the Martin Peña
Channel communities and a budget of US $ 9,600.00, we have
hired the young community leader Melba Ayala in our Visitor
Center. She works as a guide to the exhibition and is an excellent
resource as a liaison between the SJBE and other community
leaders.

.



Future Projects



The Iniciative for and with the Martin Peña
Channel Continue:
1. Currently, our educational team are editing and designing an educational
guide on the most important issues in the Channel problems. The objective
is to complement the educational mission of the Visitors Center.

2. Thanks to funds donated by the NY Community Trust we will be able to do
an inventory of adaptation to climate change in the Martín Peña Channel
communities.

3. As an initiative of continuous effort and projection in the short, medium
and long term , we approach the field project to improve green
infrastructure in the Channel.

4. At this moment we are working in the documentary about the urban
sounds in the Martín Peña Channel, that will be produced by our
communications team and released in may 2016. This audiovisual resource
will help us continue the educational process and the integration of art with
our effort to provide social and environmental justice in the estuarine area.
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