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LAPSE IN METHOD-303 OBSERVER CERTIFICATION

Em ssion Measurenent Center received a question on how to handle a | apse
i n Met hod-303 observer certification. A |apse occurs when re-certification
is not obtained by the closing date of the observer's current
certification.

Qur response is that if an observer's certification |apses then that
observer may not nmake any Met hod-303 observations until the requirenents
for re-certification are conpleted. Any observations made with a | apsed
certification would not be valid.

According to Section 2.2 of the nmethod, an observer is not certified for
nore than one year. |Initial certification is obtained by conpletion of the
classroom training, making a perfect score on the witten test, and
battery training wth Method-303 panel nenbers. Yearly re-certification
is obtained by a review of the training video and nmaking a perfect score
on the witten test. In addition, every observer nust denonstrate
proficiency to a panel at an operating battery every three years.

Certification and re-certification may be requested through North Carolina
State University, Environnmental Prograns, Industrial Extension Service, Box
7513, 903 Met hod Road, Ral eigh, NC 27695-7513, 919-515-5874.

This docunment will be nmade avail abl e through the QAQPS Technol ogy Transfer
Net work EMII C bul l etin board. Please address questions to John Brown at
919-541-0200( QAQPS) or Ed Wj ci echowski (Region V) at 312-886-6785.
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