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FOR PROPERTY OWNERS: AFTER THE WORK IS DONE

When all the work is finished, you will want to know if your home, child care facility, or 
school where children under six attend has been cleaned up properly. 

EPA Requires Cleaning Verification.  
In addition to using allowable work practices and working in a lead-safe manner, 
EPA’s RRP rule requires contractors to follow a specific cleaning protocol. The protocol 
requires the contractor to use disposable cleaning cloths to wipe the floor and other 
surfaces of the work area and compare these cloths to an EPA-provided cleaning 
verification card to determine if the work area was adequately cleaned. EPA research 
has shown that following the use of lead-safe work practices with the cleaning 
verification protocol will effectively reduce lead dust hazards.

Lead-Dust Testing.
EPA believes that if you use a certified and trained renovation contractor who follows 
the LRRP rule by using lead-safe work practices and the cleaning protocol after the 
job is finished, lead-dust hazards will be effectively reduced.   If, however, you are 
interested in having lead-dust testing done at the completion of your job, outlined 
below is some helpful information.

What is a lead-dust test? 
• �Lead-dust tests are wipe samples sent to a laboratory for analysis. You will get a 

report specifying the levels of lead found after your specific job.   

How and when should I ask my contractor about lead-dust testing? 
• �Contractors are not required by EPA to conduct lead-dust testing.  However, if 

you want testing, EPA recommends testing be conducted by a lead professional.  
To locate a lead professional who will perform an evaluation near you, visit EPA’s 
website at www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/locate.htm or contact the National Lead 
Information Center at 1-800-424-LEAD (5323).

• �If you decide that you want lead-dust testing, it is a good idea to specify in your 
contract, before the start of the job, that a lead-dust test is to be done for your job 
and who will do the testing, as well as whether re-cleaning will be required based on 
the results of the test.  

• �You may do the testing 
yourself.  If you choose to 
do the testing, some EPA-
recognized lead laboratories 
will send you a kit that 
allows you to collect samples 
and send them back to 
the laboratory for analysis.  
Contact the National Lead 
Information Center for lists 
of EPA-recognized testing 
laboratories.
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