
WAWA participated in 
community ba sed 
colla bora tive  problem 
solving a s pa rt of its  e fforts  
to protect communities  in 
proximity to Proctor Creek.   

Map taken from the English 
Avenue Community 
Redevelopment Plan (Plan) 
adopted into the City of Atlanta’s 
CDP in October 2006 (06-R-1873; 
CDP-06-57)



Our Mission
is to preserve and restore ecological balance of the 
West Atlanta Watershed through the elimination of 
environmental health disparities and advocate for 
environmental justice for all residents. 
We are dedicated to improving our quality of life by 
facilitating public access to clean and healthy green 
space. To that end we promote and highlight the 
importance of protecting community forest, water and 
air quality.



In 1995, the West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
(WAWA) wa s orga nized by community lea ders in 
a n e ffort to ha lt discrimina tory wa ste  wa ter 
trea tment pra ctices in West Atla nta .



Since its inception, WAWA, partnered with 
members of the  community, ha s diligently 
worked to protect green spa ce  a nd wa ter 
qua lity while  educa ting West Atla nta  c itizens 
a bout environmenta l issues tha t a ffect our 
community.



Northwest Atlanta neighborhoods are primarily 
composed of working cla ss Africa n America n 
citizens with little  a ccess to a menities a nd 
services.  

Proctor Creek is  one  of the  most impa ired 
strea ms in Northwest Atla nta

There  were  over 19,000 residents living in the  
community with a  media n income of $14,791.00 
a nd 33% of the  residents living be low the  poverty 
leve l. 

During the1990’s



Residents here are faced with multiple 
environmenta l stressors including a  polluted 
creek:
foul odors a nd respira tory irrita nts; dila pida ted, substa nda rd 
housing; hea vy truck tra ffic ; a ir pollution; wa stewa te r trea tment 
pla nts, incine ra tors, la ndfills  a nd illega l tra sh dumping site s; ca r 
repa ir/ma intena nce  shops; Superfund site s; a nd a  host of othe r 
environmenta l ha za rds a nd irrita nts.



In 2006 WAWA received an EPA Environmental 
J ustice  Sma ll Gra nt for our project, “Mobilizing 
Community Residents to Identify Environmenta l 
a nd Public  Hea lth Ha za rds in Northwest 
Atla nta .”

It wa s a n e ffort to enga ge  the  community in ga thering 
comprehensive  da ta  on the  e ffects  of stressors on our 
community hea lth, environmenta l qua lity, a nd overa ll qua lity 
of life . 

It wa s one  of our first a ttempts a t colla bora tive  problem 
solving.  

We’ve  lea rned a  lot s ince  then.



In 2010 WAWA participated in a Visioning 
Process spea rhea ded by Pa rk Pride

○ Pa rtnered with Pa rk Pride  to discuss the  
community’s needs for green spa ce

○ Assisted with fund ra ising e fforts  for green 
spa ce  progra ms eva lua ting a pplica ble  EPA 
gra nts with members of the  English Avenue  
a nd Vine  City communities

○ Continued pla nning for Pa rk Pride  visioning 
process with sta ff of Conserva tion Fund a nd 
MAWI to deve lop new pa rks in the  a rea . 

○ We crea ted a  work pla n for the  project tha t 
included resea rch, community outrea ch a nd 
fie ld work



2010 demographic data:
The  urba n zip code  30318 in North West Atla nta , Georgia  
ha d a  media n household income of ($28,589), 
s ignifica ntly lower tha n US a vera ge  ($56,604). The  
popula tion is  still prima rily Africa n-America n, younger, 
a nd mostly single . 

And 30314 a nother dense ly popula ted, urba n zip code  in 
Northwest Atla nta : South of Hollowell Blvd, west of 
Northside  Drive  a nd north of Inte rsta te  20 ha s a  media n 
household income of ($19,438) a lso significa ntly lower 
tha n US a vera ge  ($56,604). The  popula tion is  prima rily 
Africa n-America n, younger, a nd mostly single . 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/zip/30318
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/zip/30318
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○ WAWA continued to convene using collaborative 
problem solving process tha t involved building 
residents’ ca pa city to se rve  a s s tewa rds of the ir 
wa te rshed through creek clea n-up events , wa te r 
qua lity monitoring, a nd strea m a ssessments (a dopt-a -
strea m tra ining/certifica tion a nd inspection of zoning 
a nd property viola tions;

○ Built wa te rshed residents’ technica l knowledge  a nd 
competence  on urba n wa te rshed issues impa cting 
Proctor Creek (ca uses a nd impa cts  of the  degra da tion 
of wa te r qua lity a nd sound solutions to Proctor Creek’s 
unique  wa te rshed cha llenges).

Prior to the  Urba n Wa ters Initia tive



addressing our continued effort to engage North 
West Atla nta  communities wa s our rece ipt of the  
2011 of Urba n Wa ters Initia tive  funding.   

A Significa nt Achievement

Urba n Wa ters
Federa l Pa rtnership
Restoring Urban Waters, Revitalizing Communities



Using the Federal Funding
○ Empowered underserved  a nd EJ  

communities
○ Implemented Stormwa ter ma na gement a nd 

green infra structure  
○ Improved wa ter qua lity
○ Pa rtic ipa ted in Wa tershed restora tion, 

Educa tion a nd J ob Tra ining Progra ms
○ Community enga gement a nd outrea ch tha t 

a lso embra ced technology a nd utilized socia l 
media



During the project timeline
○ Supported Pa rk Pride , Conserva tion Fund a nd Trust for 

Public  La nds in fa cilita ting public  green spa ce  a nd pa rk 
design

○ Met with Upper Cha tta hoochee  RiverKeeper a nd 
community lea ders to pla n clea n up projects in the  
wa te rshed

○ Esta blished a  Tra sh Tra p ne twork tha t included 
deve lopment of a  workforce  initia tive  a nd youth educa tion 
tours

○ Conducted community science  initia tives with residents, 
who sha red da ta  with NPU a nd e lected offic ia ls , other 
community lea ders, Sta te  of Georgia   Environmenta l 
Protection Division a nd Fulton County Government sta ff

○ Pa rtic ipa ted in a  volunteer sa mpling progra m monitoring 
Ecoli ba cte ria  from loca tions a long Proctor Creek with 
Upper Cha tta hoochee  Riverkeeper



English Avenue and Vine City are two  neighborhoods 
through which flow the  hea dwa ters of Proctor Creek

Our initia l 
sta keholders 
were  in these  
communitie s



Contact Information

Da rryl Ha ddock
UWFP Proctor Creek Amba ssa dor
Environmenta l Educa tion Director
West Atla nta  Wa tershed Allia nce

1442 Richla nd Roa d
Atla nta , GA 30310 
(404) 752-53850

da rryl@wa wa -online .org
www.wa wa -online .org

mailto:darryl@wawa-online.org
mailto:darryl@wawa-online.org
http://www.wawa-online.org/
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