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What Is DOE’s Clean Cities?

Clean Cities 
advances the energy, 

economic, and 
environmental security of 

the United States by 
supporting local actions 
to cut petroleum use in 

transportation.

Reduced petroleum consumption

Reduced greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions

Reduced dependence 
on imported petroleum
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Local Partnerships: Clean Cities Coalitions

• National 
network of 
nearly 100 
local 
coalitions

• 82% of the 
total U.S. 
population 
lives within 
coalition 
boundaries 

• Nearly 
500,000 
alternative 
fuel vehicles

cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/locations//

https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/contacts/
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Quick Refresher: What’s Wrong with Idling?

• Idling in the U.S. uses more than 6 billion gallons of fuel at a cost 
of more than $20 billion each year.

• Idling vehicles consume from 0.2 to 1+ gallons of fuel per hour.

• Idling vehicles emit and contribute to the formation of criteria 
pollutants. 

• Each gallon of fuel burned produces about 20 pounds of carbon 
dioxide.

• Especially for heavy-duty trucks, idling increases vehicle 
maintenance costs and can shorten engine life.

• Idling may be against the law.
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Also . . . Idling May Be Against the Law
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But . . . Idling Reduction Is More Complicated Than “Turn Off Your Engine”

• With passenger cars, the message may indeed be as simple “Turn 
the key.” 

• With vehicles that need power for nonpropulsion purposes, it’s 
more complicated. 

– Vehicles that need power while stationary range from emergency 
vehicles to work trucks to long-haul, heavy-duty trucks. 

– The good news is that there are devices/technologies available that 
reduce or eliminate idling.

• The ROI on these technologies will be a key factor in adoption and 
acceptance.



7

What Is IdleBox? 

IdleBox is an electronic, 
modular toolkit to help you 
advance the acknowledged low-
hanging fruit of fuel economy—
idling reduction. 

Modular for maximum 
flexibility. 

Originally developed for use by 
Clean Cities coalitions only, 
IdleBox is now organized to 
assist any person or 
organization seeking to to 
advance idling reduction.
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What’s in IdleBox?

• Information cards, tip sheets, and 
pledge forms

• Outreach letters and press releases

• PowerPoint presentations

• Poster and sign

• Idling calculator

• IdleBase (a database of idling laws)

• Technical reference materials

• And more . . . 
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IdleBox Home Page: cleancities.energy.gov/idlebox

• IdleBox is organized by Core 
Resources and Specialty 
Resources.

http://www.cleancities.energy.gov/idlebox
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IdleBox Organization: Core Resources
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Core Resources: Messaging Materials Examples
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Core Resources: Messaging Materials Examples, cont.

• Sign for loading, unloading, and parking 
areas 

• Poster for employee areas 

▲ Sign
▲ Poster
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Core Resources: Letter/Pledge Form Examples 
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Core Resources: Technical Tool Example

Idle Reduction Savings 
Calculator

Share the Idle Reduction 
Savings Calculator to 
help fleet managers and 
others estimate how 
much they can save with 
idling reduction.

www.anl.gov/energy-systems/downloads/vehicle-idle-reduction-savings-worksheet

http://www.anl.gov/energy-systems/downloads/vehicle-idle-reduction-savings-worksheet
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Core Resources: Technical Tools Example, cont.
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Specialty Resources
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Specialty Resources: Personal Vehicles
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Specialty Resources: Light- and Medium-Duty Fleet Vehicles



19

Specialty Resources: Heavy-Duty Vehicles

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/p

ublication/hdv_idling_2015.pdf

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/hdv_idling_2015.pdf
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Specialty Resources: Heavy-Duty Vehicles, cont. 

Interactive map at 

http://energy.gov/eere/vehicles/map-

state-recognition-auxiliary-power-weight-

exemption

http://energy.gov/eere/vehicles/map-state-recognition-auxiliary-power-weight-exemption
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Specialty Resources: Emergency & Other Service Vehicles

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/idling_emergency-service_vehicles.pdf

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/hdv_idling_2015.pdf
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IdleBox Tool: IdleBase

cleancities.energy.gov/idlebase
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IdleBox Tool: IdleBase, cont.
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National Idling Reduction Network News

http://energy.gov/eere/vehicles/vehicle-technologies-office-
national-idling-reduction-network-news

To subscribe, visit the link above or e-mail pweikersheimer@anl.gov

Want to follow potential funding opportunities? Subscribe!

http://energy.gov/eere/vehicles/vehicle-technologies-office-national-idling-reduction-network-news
mailto:pweikersheimer@anl.gov
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IdleBox in Use

IdleBox has a range of uses, from policy development to fleet outreach 
to messaging to the general public.

West Palm Beach, Florida, used 
IdleBox materials for the launch of 
its no-idling policy for public utility 
vehicles (November 2014).
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IdleBox in Use, cont.

Bank of Utah used IdleBox materials to encourage its drive-
through-window users to shut down rather than idle while 
waiting in line (February 2015).

http://www.good4utah.com/news/midday/how-you-can-reduce-air-pollution/205564819

http://www.good4utah.com/news/midday/how-you-can-reduce-air-pollution/205564819
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IdleBox in Use, cont.

"At ComEd, we used the IdleBox toolkit 
to create posters and information cards 
that were used for an internal 
education program. Employees 
provided feedback that the anti-idling 
booth was their favorite of the day, and 
many said that they were going to 
change their behavior to limit or 
reduce idling of their personal vehicles 
after hearing about the impacts.” 

–Marla Westerhold of the 
Environmental Department at ComEd, 
Illinois' largest electric utility.
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Wrapping Up: Organizing an Idling Reduction Campaign

• Target audience

• Strategy

• Messaging
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Success with IdleBox: Tips from Clean Cities Coalitions

• Seek collaborative partnerships with other organizations that 
will benefit.

• Start with closest stakeholders/partners and build from those 
successes.

• Reach out to new audiences knowing that success will take 
multiple “touches.”

• Consider outreach to nontraditional fleets (e.g., Meals on 
Wheels).

• Use IdleBox to assist in ordinance development and outreach to 
local media.
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IdleChat

We welcome your questions, feedback, and comments!

Work sponsored by the Clean Cities Program, U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of 
Vehicle Technologies, to which we give our thanks.

For questions about IdleBox, contact: 
Patricia Weikersheimer
Argonne National Laboratory
pweikersheimer@anl.gov
630-252-3124

For technical questions, contact:
Linda Gaines, PhD
Argonne National Laboratory
lgaines@anl.gov
630-252-4919

mailto:pweikersheimer@anl.gov
mailto:lgaines@anl.gov

