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BILLING CODE 6560-50-P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

[EPA-HQ-ORD-2021-0035; FRL-10020-01-ORD] 

Human Health Toxicity Values for Perfluorobutane Sulfonic Acid and Related Compound 

Potassium Perfluorobutane Sulfonate; Notice of Availability 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is announcing the availability of a 

toxicity assessment entitled: “Human Health Toxicity Values for Perfluorobutane Sulfonic Acid 

(CASRN 375-73-5) and Related Compound Potassium Perfluorobutane Sulfonate (CASRN 

29420-49-3) (PFBS).” The PFBS toxicity assessment is one of the key goals of the Agency’s 

PFAS Action Plan and provides qualitative and quantitative toxicity information that can be used 

along with exposure information and other important considerations to assess potential health 

risks to determine if, and when, it is appropriate to take action to address this chemical.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kelly Widener, Center for Public Health and 

Environmental Assessment, Office of Research and Development (Mail Code 8602R), 

Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460; 

telephone: 202-564-6737; or email: widener.kelly@epa.gov or Greg Siedschlag, Office of 

Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention (Mail Code 7401M), Environmental Protection 

Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460; telephone: 703-603-9044; or 

email: siedschlag.gregory@epa.gov.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

I. Does this action apply to me?

This is a prepublication version of a final rule signed by EPA on January 19, 2021 that is pending publication in 
the Federal Register. Although EPA has taken steps to ensure the accuracy of this pre-publication version, it is not the official version.

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/epas-pfas-action-plan
mailto:Widener.Kelly@epa.gov
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 This announcement is directed to the public in general. Since this action may be of 

interest to many, the Agency has not attempted to describe all the specific entities that may be 

interested in this action. 

II. What action is EPA taking? 

 The Agency is announcing the availability of a toxicity assessment entitled: “Human 

Health Toxicity Values for Perfluorobutane Sulfonic Acid (CASRN 375-73-5) and Related 

Compound Potassium Perfluorobutane Sulfonate (CASRN 29420-49-3) (PFBS).” The PFBS 

toxicity assessment is one of the key goals of the Agency’s PFAS Action Plan and provides 

qualitative and quantitative toxicity information that can be used along with exposure 

information and other important considerations to assess potential health risks to determine if, 

and when, it is appropriate to take action to address this chemical.  

 The PFBS toxicity assessment was developed by the Center for Public Health and 

Environmental Assessment (CPHEA) in EPA’s Office of Research and Development (ORD), 

and underwent a rigorous and thorough development and review process within EPA, was 

provided for review to other federal agencies in the early and late stages of the assessment 

process, and underwent peer review and public comment.  

 The assessment provides high quality evaluations and conclusions drawn from publicly 

available information on the toxicity of PFBS. This assessment is not a regulation, rather it 

provides a critical part of the scientific foundation for risk assessment decision-making. Similar 

to assessments developed under EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS), this 

assessment is available for use across multiple EPA program and regional offices, other federal 

agencies, states, tribes, external stakeholders, and other entities as needed. One use of this  
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assessment is to update and replace the existing 2014 Provisional Peer Reviewed Toxicity Value 

(PPRTV) for PFBS assessment used by the EPA’s Superfund Program. 

III. How can I get copies of this document?

The docket for this action, identified by docket identification (ID) number EPA-HQ-

ORD-2021-0035, is available online at http://www.regulations.gov or in-person at the 

Environmental Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/DC), West William Jefferson Clinton 

Bldg., Rm. 3334, 1301 Constitution Ave., NW., Washington, DC. The Public Reading Room is 

open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays. The 

telephone number for the Public Reading Room is (202) 566-1744. Please review the visitor 

instructions and additional information about the docket available at http://www.epa.gov/dockets. 

Due to the public health concerns related to COVID-19, the EPA Docket Center 

(EPA/DC) and Reading Room is closed to visitors with limited exceptions. The staff continues to 

provide remote customer service via email, phone, and webform. For the latest status information 

on EPA/DC services and docket access, visit https://www.epa.gov/dockets. 

Andrew Wheeler, 

Administrator. 
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