
From cleanup milestones at Superfund sites and communities benefiting from brownfields 

redevelopment to significant air and water quality improvements, EPA Region 3 and its partners 

marked the Agency’s 50th Anniversary in 2020 with sustained actions to promote cleaner land, 

air and water.

Meeting the challenge of the pandemic, EPA Region 3 re-imagined its work by conducting virtual 

public meetings and executive events,  using systems remotely to award millions of dollars in 

grants to communities throughout the Region, and enforcing environmental laws to protect the 

public from threats to human health and the environment. This interactive report contains 

embedded pop-ups and links to additional information. Embedded links are found when your 

cursor forms     W   and pop-ups are activated when placing your cursor over       . We also 

encourage readers to explore videos, mapping, stories, and personal accounts in our 

compilation of success stories. 
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Priority Agriculture Watershed Maps collaboration with U.S. Geological 
Service (USGS) of high nutrient-loading agriculture watersheds to target 
EPA Chesapeake Bay funding for greatest water quality benefits.

Chesapeake Executive Council signed an historic statement reaffirming the 
partnership’s commitment to embrace diversity, equity, inclusion and justice 
in all areas of the Chesapeake Bay Program.

Developed Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA)-EPA Teams for 
federal funding communication and coordination in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed.

Provided detailed reviews of two-year plans by the six Chesapeake Bay 
watershed states and D.C. to reduce nutrient and sediment pollutants impact-
ing the Bay.

First Region to develop Memoranda of Understanding with State Agriculture 
Departments - Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.
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EPA turned 50 this year! 
Learn more about our 
year-long 50th anniversary 
celebration.

Transportation conformity is 
required by the Clean Air Act section 
176(c) (42 U.S.C. 7506(c)) to ensure 
that federal funding and approval 
are given to highway and transit 
projects that are consistent with 
("conform to") the air quality goals 
established by a state air quality 
implementation plan (SIP).

A major driver behind cleaner air is 
State Implementation Plans, or 
“SIPs.” EPA and each state, territory, 
and local air district use SIPs to 
reduce air pollution that harms 
human health and the environment. 
SIPs can be very complex. Developed 
by each state, each SIP is comprised 
of rules, air quality monitoring plans, 
permitting protocols for different 
pollutants, plans for addressing 
emissions-related emergencies, 
enforcement of regulations, and 
much more.

Region 3 performs Title V 
program evaluations of permitting 
authorities in the Mid-Atlantic 
region.

This data is from Fiscal Year 2020 reporting as part of the 
State Indoor Radon Grant Program reporting requirements. 
State and tribal radon programs are critical to the Agency's 
national goal of minimizing and preventing radon-related 
lung cancer. States and tribes receive grant funds from EPA 
that help finance their radon risk reduction programs; 
recipients must provide a minimum of 40% in matching 
funds. By law, these State Indoor Radon Grant (SIRG) funds 
are not available to individuals or homeowners.

The Chesapeake Bay Program is a 
unique regional partnership that 
has coordinated the restoration of 
the Chesapeake Bay and its 
watershed since 1983.

Check out the G3 Featured 
Community Spotlight on 
Town of Forest Heights, 
Maryland!  

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-3-mid-atlantic
https://www.epa.gov/50
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-mission-support
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=56e5446ee0264adfbd5d1e46d8345d1c
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/water-topics
https://www.epa.gov/wifia
https://www.epa.gov/agriculture
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-07/documents/forestheights.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-chesapeake-bay-program-office
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-chesapeake-bay-program-office
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-chesapeake-bay-program-office
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/air-topics
https://www.energystar.gov/about?s=mega
https://www.epa.gov/radon
https://www.epa.gov/state-and-local-transportation/general-information-transportation-and-conformity
https://www.epa.gov/sips/basic-information-air-quality-sips
https://www.epa.gov/caa-permitting/title-v-evaluations-region-3
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-west-virginia-officials-highlight-partnerships-improve-air-water-quality
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On July 30, 2020, the U.S. District Court in Richmond, VA entered a consent decree 
with Dominion Energy Virginia, requiring the power company to pay a $1.4 million 
civil penalty  for serious, chronic CWA violations, and to conduct environmental 
compliance audits.

Region 3 Settled Clean Water Act case against Ise America, Inc. involving five 
Maryland egg facilities. The Japan-Based Company agreed to Pay $137K penalty and 
comply with Maryland’s General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations.

On September 16, 2020, Region 3 ordered a Wilmington, DE company to stop 
marketing products with anti-COVID claims that were not registered under FIFRA, 
the federal pesticide law. This action promoted environmentally safe and effective 
anti-viral products.

A U.S. District Court approved a modification of the 2008 consent decree with 
ALCOSAN, the Allegheny County sewer authority. The modification gives ALCOSAN 
and its municipal customers the ability to reduce sewer overflows through an 
integrated “green” infrastructure approach. These green measures could reduce 
flow --  cutting down on “gray” infrastructure, such as pipes and tunnels.
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Of the 26 meetings and events in Fiscal Year 2020, the Regional Administrator has attended 
seven events, which include: a meeting with the Mayor or Huntington, West Virginia; touring 
sites for potential revitalization; walking tour of future development in Opportunity Zones in 
North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and, tours of Opportunity Zones ripe for redevelopment in 
Coatesville, Pennsylvania. EPA has had discussions and continues collaboration with commu-
nity leaders about community needs and the types of EPA assistance and expertise available 
to reignite revitalization efforts, such as grants, technical assistance, and working with 
communities to identify and address environmental and public health concerns. 

Region 3 visited Second Chance Farms - an 
indoor vertical hydroponic farm, located in an 
economically distressed neighborhood in 
Wilmington, Delaware - to learn more about 
this farming technique for one of its Smart 
Sectors, Outdoor Recreation, which focuses on 
golf courses and urban farms.
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This represents the Mid-Atlantic 
Region’s cumulative Brownfields 
data since the inception of the 
Brownfields Program. Place your 
cusor over the image to zoom in.

Region 3's Laboratory and Technical 
Services Branch (LTSB), housed in the 
EPA Environmental Science Center (ESC) 
in Fort Meade, Maryland, provides 
laboratory and technical services for 
Region 3's air, water and waste 
programs.

EPA responds to oil spills, chemical, 
biological, radiological releases, and 
large-scale national emergencies. EPA 
also provides additional response 
assistance when state and local first 
responder capabilities have been 
exhausted or when additional support is 
requested.

Under the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act, corrective action is 
required of facilities that treat, store, or 
dispose of hazardous waste. Corrective 
action typically includes investigating and 
cleaning up contaminated soil, ground-
water, and surface water. The U.S. EPA 
Mid-Atlantic Region and its State partners 
oversee 579 cleanups across the Region.

Superfund Redevelopment has helped 
communities reclaim and reuse 
thousands of acres of formerly 
contaminated land. Through an array 
of tools, partnerships, and activities, 
Superfund Redevelopment continues 
to provide local communities with new 
opportunities to grow and prosper.

Financial assurance provisions in 
CERCLA settlements and orders help 
ensure that potentially responsible 
parties (PRPs), and not public funding 
sources, bear the financial burden of 
completing Superfund cleanups.

The Mid-Atlantic Region serves seven 
federally recognized tribes within the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.  These 
tribes include Chickahominy Indian 
Tribe, Chickahominy Indians Eastern 
Division, Monacan Indian Nation, 
Nansemond Indian Nation, Pamunkey 
Indian Tribe, Rappahannock Tribe and 
the Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe.

EPA grants and other financing, technical assistance, 
tools, and publications can help communities ensure 
that new investment brings environmental and public 
health benefits, in addition to economic revitalization. 
Qualified Opportunity Zones are census tracts of 
low-income and distressed communities designated 
by state governors and certified by the Department of 
Treasury. These are areas where new investments, 
under certain conditions, may be eligible for preferen-
tial tax treatment.

EPA’s Smart Sectors is a partnership 
program that provides a platform to 
collaborate with regulated sectors and 
develop sensible approaches that better 
protect the environment and public health.

Enforcing environmental laws is a central part 
of EPA's Strategic Plan to protect human 
health and the environment. EPA works to 
ensure compliance with environmental 
requirements. When warranted, EPA will take 
civil or criminal enforcement action against 
violators of environmental laws.

Healthy Waters for EPA's 
Mid-Atlantic Region - 
protecting waters along the 
central eastern seaboard.

EPA's press office is located 
within the Office of Public Affairs 
(OPA) and includes a national 
press secretary supported by a 
headquarters press office and 
regional press offices.

https://www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/land-waste-and-cleanup-topics
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-and-land-revitalization-region-3
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-region-3s-laboratory-and-field-services-epas-environmental-science-center
https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response
https://www.epa.gov/superfund-redevelopment-initiative/superfund-redevelopment-basics
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/financial-assurance-superfund-settlements-and-orders
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/tribal/region-3-tribal-program#:~:text=These%20tribes%20include%3A%20Chickahominy%20Indian,the%20Upper%20Mattaponi%20Indian%20Tribe
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-historic-agreement-seven-mid-atlantic-federally-recognized-indian-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/opportunity-zones
https://www.epa.gov/smartsectors/epa-mid-atlantic-smart-sectors-program
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement
https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget/strategicplan
https://blog.epa.gov/category/archive/healthy-waters/
https://twitter.com/eparegion3
https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-public-affairs-opa
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=56e5446ee0264adfbd5d1e46d8345d1c
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/search/field_press_office/region-03
https://arcg.is/DPLu0
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