
3 Attachments 

 
 
April 23, 2012 
 
Region 8 Air Program, 8P-AR 
Tribal Permit Program 
1595 Wnykoop St., 
Denver Co 802002 
R8Airpermiting@epa.gov 
Fax 303-312-6064 
 
Re: Fort Berthold Synthetic Minor Sources of Air Pollution Permits 
Sir or Madam: 
 
I am requesting a public comment period extension on these air permits. Since March 23, 2012, The EPA and 
Tribe failed to publish public notice in the local newspapers, NT News, the MHA Times, and newspapers 
in Parshall, Watford City, Killdeer, to adequately alert the tribal members and other affected residents throughout 
of Fort Berthold of the impact of  of air pollutants allowed through this air permitting. Any future air permits must 
also include an extended comment period for affected residents of Fort Berthold. 
 
The EPA, through their personnel, actively discourages individuals from requesting hard copies of the air permit 
for review and also limits access to this technical information through only on-line access. As a 60-year old tribal 
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member, I am not able to read this volume of technical material online. I had to repeatedly justify requesting a 
paper copy of the air permits before finally receiving a copy. Otherwise, according to the EPA's plan for public 
access, I would have had to travel 80 miles round trip to see the paper copy that is suppose to be available in 
New Town. Due to the remoteness and traveling distances in  
Fort Berthold, other tribal members would have to travel a much further distance. 
 
I informed the EPA personnel that many affected tribal members do not have internet access.It's also not easy to 
find the information about these air permits on the EPA website.The systematic limitation of public access by the 
EPA both reduces public comments and also narrows the likelihood of informed comments by tribal members and 
Fort Berthold residents. This does not comply with EPA Environmental Justice. 
 
Further, a 30-day comment period is not adequate time to allow informed comment from the tribal members and 
other affected individuals on the applications, draft permits, technical support documents, and all supporting 
materials of five (5) separate oil and gas entities on Fort Berthold. I am requesting a public hearing to assure 
adequate and informed public comment by tribal members and other affected residents of Fort Berthold of all air 
permits. 
 
An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is needed to address the cumulative and significant impacts of oil and 
gas development on human health and the environment of Fort Berthold.  Last year, in a programmatic EA, the 
DOI BIA proposed 1600 to 3,000 wells be built within a five (5) year period on Fort Berthold. According to a recent 
tribal meeting with all the oil companies on Fort Berthold, the Aberdeen BIA proposes to issue a FONSI decision 
in July, 2012 that there will be no impact from this BIA PEA plan. Further, the Tribe proposes to build an oil 
refinery which will also impact air quality on and around Fort Berthold.The cumulative impacts to air and water 
quality from all these sources of air and water pollution will not be adequately addressed through either these 
minor source air permits nor the DOI BIA PEA. 
 
The EPA delayed the implementation of mandatory Fort Berthold air permits for over a year - at the request of 
Tribal Chairman Tex Hall and to the disadvantage of the respiratory health of individual residents of Fort Berthold 
- especially children and elderly.Oil and gas development on Fort Berthold started in 2007. The multiple oil well 
flares in the Mandaree area routinely have visible black smoke.   
  
Attached is a photo (013.JPG) taken only three days ago, on April 20, 2012, of a Mandaree area flare with visible 
black smoke. Also attached is a recent published New Town News Letter to the Editor with a photograph of a New 
Town oil well flare with visible black smoke.The third attachment (069 JPG) is a photograph of another Mandaree 
oil well flare spewing visible emissions into the air on March 19, 2012. The previous and already existing 
emissions and pollutants - visible and invisible - are not being factored into the impact health and environment of 
Fort Berthold in the EPA's 'minor' source air permit process. 
 
An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is needed to address the significant and cumulative impacts of oil and 
gas on Fort Berthold, including the air impacts by pollutants. 
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1 Attachment 

 
  
April 23, 2012  
  
Region 8 Air Program 8P-AR 
Tribal Permit Program 
1595 Wynkoop St 
Denver CO  80202 
R8AirPermitting@epa.gov 
  
Re: Proposed Clean Air Act synthetic minor source permits for pollution - Ft Berthold Reservation, North Dakota 
  
Sir or Madam; 
  
This attachment was to accompany my earlier submitted comment letter today on the minor source permits 
issued by EPA.  This attachment is a letter to the editor published March 30,2012 in the New Town (ND) NEWS,  
with a photograph showing the visible emissions or smoke coming out of an oil well in the New Town area of Fort 
Berthold reservation. 
  
The health and environment of individual Fort Berthold residents have already been impacted by emission from 
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the oil wells on Fort Berthold.  The minor source permits is not accounting for these pre-existing impacts.   
  
An EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) is needed to adequately address the full scope of oil and gas 
development on Fort Berthold. 
  
My comments are submitted prior to the today's deadline at 5 PM later this afternoon - not sure if that's MST or 
CST. 
  
  

 
 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments: 
NTN NEWS 3-30-2012 S Ventsch letter0001 
 
Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain 
types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are 
handled. 
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2 Attachments 

 
April 23, 2012 
  
Region 8 EPA Air Program 8P-AR 
Tribal Permit Program 
1595 Wynkoop St 
Denver CO  80202 
R8AirPermitting@epa.gov 
  
Re: Fort Berthold synthetic minor source air permits for pollution. 
  
Sir or Madam: 
  
Final addendum comments: 
  
I am requesting that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be completed before the EPA issues any minor 
source air pollution permits for oil and gas wells on Fort Berthold. I am also requesting that the EPA 
specifically address the climate change impacts, especially the additional sources of methane.   
  
If the EPA issues the 'minor' air pollution permits, I am requesting that every site/facility be required to 
have active 24 hour air monitoring - instead of any air modeling.  Heart disease, congestive heart failure, 
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hypertension, cancer, kidney failure, respiratory conditions, and asthma affects the current low-income residents 
of Fort Berthold. Additional air quality impacts will further degrade these existing health conditions on Fort 
Berthold.  Air modeling is not an adequate measure of the real  impacts to human health and the environment.   
  
Besides the proposed tribal oil refinery and BIA/DOI planned programmatic EA for 1,600 to 3,000 wells on Fort 
Berthold within 5 years - as described in my earlier email to you -  the air quality on Fort Berthold already has had 
pre-existing impacts from multiple existing gasification plants in the immediate southwest corner of Fort Berthold.  
All sources will increase the magnitude of negative impacts of air quality, human health, and the environment of 
Fort Berthold.  Neither minor source air permits nor the BIA's PEA will adequately address the impacts to human 
health and the environment of Fort Berthold.  An EIS is needed now to address the full scope of adverse impacts 
to air, water, human health and the environment.  
  
Attached is a copy of the BIA's list of intentional and careless spills by oil well companies, fires, and other physical 
damages, air and water impacts documented to have occurred on Fort Berthold up until November 2011. These 
incidents are only the known incidents or only the reported adverse impacts by the local Ft Berthold BIA. The 
report shows that spills and other damages are occurring every 2-3 days.  (This report was only provided after I 
filed a FOIA request with the federal Aberdeen BIA office).  
  
In my earlier comments to your office, I have also requested that EPA provide an extension on public comments 
for tribal members and residents of Fort Berthold, due to the technical complexity of air pollution permits and the 
industrialization of Fort Berthold from current and planned massive oil and gas developments. 
  
These comments are submitted within the current comment period - prior to either 5PM CST or MST today, April 
23, 2012.  
  

 
 

 
  
c.c. Bruce Baizel, Senior Staff Attorney 
       Earth Works Oil and Gas Accountability Project. 
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spill
11/10/10 Kodiak/Zenergy MC 13-34-3H Frac Tank 5pill into Earthmovers BIA/BLM/TAT

Moccasin Creek
9/27/10 Mann Trucking Bear Den Roll/burn/Spill BIA/Earthmovers BIA/TAT
9/01/10 EOG 149N 94W s8 Brackish water in None BIA

culvert/Natural
8/30/10 Unknown 152N 94W S26 5mall Spill in Ditch None BIA
8/25/10 Unknown 147N 93W S15 Dead spots on Road None BIA
7/20/10 Kodiak BIA 17 14893 FreshH20 on Road None BIA
7/15/10 Zenergy High Hawk Kick during drilling Zenergy BIA/BLM

6/29/10 QEP 149N 90W 58 Fly ash on Rangeland QEP BIA/TAT

3/25/10 Unknown BIA 14 Spill/Ditch BIA/Hydro evac BIA

3/04/09 Kodiak 16-34-2H Human Waste over Kodiak BIA
the edge of pad.

2/10/09 Water Hauling McKenzie Tanker disposed of Unsure BIA
Company County water at Bear Den

1/27/09 Marathon 151N 93W 527 Spill on Marathon Marathon - Fee
NENE 27 location/Invert Fluids land

A number of other Response Actions are not listed include:

~ Fly Ash incidents.

~ Trash/Garbage on locations.

~ General compliance for brush piles/snow melt piles and others.

I will update periodically.

Jeff Desjarlais




