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Overview

Introduction to the Joint Sacramento River Source Water
Protection Program

Rice Stewardship Program
= Why did the program get started?

= Program overview
Evolution of working relationship with rice industry
Changes that occurred as a result of relationship
Lessons learned

Q&A/Discussion



Sacramento River Watershed




Source Water Protection Program
Overview

Proactive Program

m Protection of high quality drinking
water

m Good stewardship
m Stakeholder involvement
m High consumer confidence

= Program Activities Include:

m Watershed Sanitary Surveys

m Rice Pesticide Stewardship
Program

m Pesticide Tracking Studies
m Spill Notification Program

m Education and Training to
Operations Staff

m Recreation Qutreach



Rice Stewardship Program

Why did the program get started?

= Sacramento River Watershed Sanitary Survey - Evaluation and

findings

m Need for more information

Why increased detections of molinate and thiobencarb in the Sacramento
River?

Could levels increase to exceed drinking water primary or secondary
standards?

What may be causes of the observed increases?

Are there any Sacramento River water utilities’ source water protection

efforts that can help prevent levels of concern?



Rice Pesticides Stewardship
Program Overview

= What’s the issue?
= Significant amount of rice acreage
= Direct application to flooded fields
= Available pathways
= Historical issues
= Help prevent increased levels in the river

= Water Utilities Program
= Stakeholder participation
= Special Data Collection at Intakes
= Technical evaluations



Evolution of Working Relationship
How it Began

Watershed Sanitary Survey findings
Developing a better understanding of the issues

Information Collection/Initial Meetings
= California Rice Commission
= Department of Pesticides Regulation
= Regional Board staff
= County Agricultural Commissioners

Developing water utility approach
= Data collection/sharing
= Stakeholder input

= Maintain good working relationships whenever possible to support
win/win solutions or best reasonable solutions — on paper and in
field



Gaining Understanding

= Coordination Meetings
® Rice Outreach Letter
= UC Rice Experiment Station Rice Field Day

= Information table

= Attending/Talking with folks

= Gathering technical information

= Connection with UC Farm Advisor



Common Ground

= Stewardship ethic

= Monitoring Programs — information sharing
= Rice Pesticide Program
= Valent’s monitoring
= Water Utilities special intake monitoring

= Operator to Operator Analogy
m Upstream/Downstream Neighbors



Communications Example

m Outreach Letter
= Goal
= Initial best effort - 2001
= New improved version - 2005

m Distribution
m CA Rice Commission

= Agricultural Commissioners
= UC Extension



Original Outreach Letter

A message from your
downstream neighbors...
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New and Improved
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Case Study — Thiobencarb Ultramax

m Technical Issue

= Doing our research

= Working Relationships
= Positive Solution



Changes that Occurred as a Result
of Working Relationship

Reduced thiobencarb detections in the Sacramento River
from 2003-2007

Better mutual understanding of water utilities and rice
industry issues and concerns

Improved information sharing by rice industry with water
utilities
Routes of communications

Opportunity for water utility input directly to rice
industry, so industry group can obtain credit if they agree
with our suggestions or requests

Recognition to rice industry for having positive working
relationship with water utilities
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Questions/Contact Information

= Belinda Arthurs, City of West Sacramento

m belindaa@cityofwestsacramento.org
= (916) 617-4872

m Elissa Callman, City of Sacramento Ultilities

m ecallman@cityofsacramento.org
= (916) 808-1424






