GAMERCO ASSOCIATES, LTD.
300 West Hill
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

David Atbaght

Groundwater Olhice Manager

VLS, Environmerial Profechion Agoney
Region ¥

3 Hawtherne Streel, Matl Uode W LR
San Franeisco, CA 9413

Dear Me. Albnighr

My e s Charfes Fhgh 1 am the Managmy Oeneral Paniner of Gamearco ing
Cramerco s the owner of approxmmately 26, DU ¢ §werty 31X | housark!  seres of
nrvate land located m the Checkerboard Area of MeKanley County, northwest of
Gallup, Now Mexico, Uur property s focated 4 checkerboard conliguration with
Navapo trust lands, aifotied lands and 3LM jands in the mnmediate area.

CRameren 15 eoncrned that EPA'S determination on Hydro Kesources hection 3
property could have wrunteriad conseguences 1o other land owners in the Checkorboard
Atrea. Ut fee lands have nover been treated by any governmental ontity as anything
put privae land, We obtam all services trom MoKiniey Counly. We do no consider
out Iands (o be indian Country, of part oF any lntian communiiy.

In thase past 1ow vears, the Navalo Nation bas made it very plan that they want
to extend theit sovergigmy beyond the borders of the teservation. 1 the RFA hinds
That privawe and e Chieckherooad ase s ndiun Doustiny, e tug Nuvapo Naion

=

bas cifevtively annoxed ow prvaie fands, sidppiosg us o out 115 owaerstiiy fights,



Y et any non-Navajo, Amencan otizen will have alwsolutely no representation withun
the Navajo Nation, As sovereign, the Navajo Nation can whimsically fevy and collect
taxes without providing services, con impuisively, erratically and pumitively legislate
land and mineral use { much as they do now ), all withou! consideration or representation
ol the non-Navajt, Amerncan aibizon, L he only recourse will be through the Navao tnbal
court, which hustorically 15 no recourse at all.

i is Gamereo's position the EPA should not determine that privately held land could
be dnchan Country. duch a determanaiion would creaie bad precedend and be contrary
o the exiahiished amdg agresd (o land status i the Mekaniey Lounty Uhieckerhoard
Area. Private Iand bas not been set aside tor the Indians, und the mere presence of
senne st of alfoned lands in an area 18 not suthent o create a dependent Indian

community on land o which no onc byt the private owagr has acvess or nghts.

Sancerely vours,

i

" Mw i f} l.

Uharles High



