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Denr \k Albright 

My name I> Crmr1c> HIgh. I am th~ :vIanagmg (jenera! t'nrtner (11 Gamerco Inc 

pnyate land located In [hi:: Checkerboard: Area or McKm!ey Count;.. nonhwesl or 

GallUp, !'-.cw MexIco., Uur prop<:rt) IS located m a c-heckcrboard conllgumuon wIth 

~(\vaJo trUl:>t 1;;\005, aiioned iands and BLM lantls In 11112 lmmccl131e area. 

(,amercu I!' C",)f)cerned that I-J-'/\'$ cie1errnmalion on Hydro Resources' :'ectlOll /'; 

propen)' could have umntcndeo consequences to other !and o\\-ners In the Checkerbuard 

:'\rea_ !Jur lee lands have never been treated by any go\ernmcmal cnitty as anyihmg 

l)ut pnv.:ne lana, ..... e obtain ai l ~crviccs It-om iykKinlt"y (oumy. We du nO) con:'lder 

our ianas 10 be lndlan Country, or pari of any indian communi!y_ 

!n the$!;! paSt lew Yl..':ars, the NaVajO Nallon has made It ver:v plain that they want 

to C\:tentl th.:ir soverelgmy beyond the t,oHier5 of the Tcscf\ation, if the 1~.r'A 11O<.1s 



Yel an) non~NavaJo, AmtflCan cltll:eH w11l have ahsoluidy no repreSentat10n \vli.hm 

the t\3vajo Nation. A$ ~o\'en;:jgn, the Navajo NatIOn can whimsical1~ levy and collect 

taxes. without pTOVlding servlcc~. can nnpulsivcly. erratically and puniti"c!y legislate 

land and mmeral us\!" \ much a:; they do nOW), all without comaderation or representation 

oj ihe non-Na\'t\}D" :\mem:un cItizen I he only nxoursc \vlll bt: through the Nav3j() mba! 

court, \\hlch hlstoricaHy IS no recourse at aiL 

It is. Gamerco':;. position tht: EPA should nnt dekrmine thal privately held land could 

be Inomn countr) ?')uch a determm~\110n \,"ould crl?ate hact precedent and be contrary 

to the e:;tanllshed. anti agreed to land status m th~~ MCKmley county L'l1eckerhOan1 

Area. j)nvatc lImo has not been :-.(:1 aSIde for the Indians, and the mere prc:>cncc of 

;,ome trust or allotted lands 10 an area IS. not $uttll'lcnt ~o create a dependent IndIan 

l:ornmunity on iuno tQ \\l!lch no one but Ihe private owncr has a<:cess or fights 

;-iincerely your\.'. 

J ;') \ 

Charles lllgh 


