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In the case of this proposed action, the final designation is scheduled for fall 1995.
Thus, a site management plan is required to be developed and approved, pursuant to the WRDA
before the final designation may be issued.

Two key parts of an effective management plan are the flexibility to accommodate
unforeseen needs, and the ability to revise the plan as changes are identified. The primary goa of
site management is to ensure adequate environmental protection and regulatory compliance. To this
end, this SMMP for the ocean dredged material disposal site (ODMDS) off Humboldt Bay
(HOODS) will be reviewed periodically by EPA Region IX and the Corps San Francisco District.
Agency representatives will meet to review site operations, to discuss potential problems with the
condition at the HOODS or monitoring activities, and to address public concerns about disposal at
the HOODS. Any changes must meet the approval of both agencies. Resolution of management
and monitoring issues and public concerns will be worked out cooperatively.

A. Purpose of the SMMP

The SMMP for the HOODS has been developed jointly by EPA Region IX and the Corps
San Francisco District. It is designed to identify any unacceptable adverse environmental impacts
that may occur beyond the site boundary, and to ensure that disposal operations comply with
established permit conditions. This document provides guidance to EPA Region IX and the Corps
San Francisco District staff on available management options and the proper times when
management decisions may be required.

The HOODS islocated in water depths between 49 and 55 meters (160 and 180 feet) and is
positioned within the coordinates 40°48'24"N, 124°16'22"W; 40°49'3"'N, 124°17'22"W,
40°47 38"N, 124°17'13"W; 40°48'17"N, 124°18'13"W (Figure 1)*. The site is one square nautical
mile (nm? 850 acres) in area and is divided into 4 quadrants (1-4), each containing 9 cells (Figure
2). Management decisions must reflect local characteristics of the disposal site such as: (a)
geographic location; (b) oceanographic conditions, (c) physical, chemical, and biological
characteristics and composition of the proposed dredged material; and (d) adjacent amenities and
resources that might be adversely affected by disposal operations.

As an integral part of the SMMP, a site monitoring program has been designed for the
HOODS to provide necessary data for site management. These data will address potential and
actual impacts to the marine environment and biological resources at the HOODS or in areas
adjacent to the site boundaries. The program design facilitates monitoring of both short-term and
long-term impacts, enabling EPA Region IX and the Corps San Francisco District to make
management decisions in atimely manner should potential or actual unacceptable adverse impacts
be detected. Specific portions of the SMMP will also help EPA Region IX and Corps San
Francisco District staff to verify whether disposal operations are carried out in compliance with
permitting requirements and other environmental laws.

* These coordinates are corrected from those published with the Final EIS and the CFR, which contained
typographical errors.
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reference site or sites will be used as the point of comparison for data obtained from the
areas adjacent to the HOODS and stations within the HOODS.

C. Surveillance and Enforcement of Permits

Once dredging and disposal activities have begun, management responsibilities,
including surveillance and inspection of dredging and disposal operations, will be initiated
to ensure compliance with permit conditions. Surveillance of the disposal operations will
be carried out by the U.S. Coast Guard with the assistance of EPA Region IX and the
Corps’ San Francisco District. EPA Region IX has the authority to enforce against illegal
dumping activities, including non-compliance with permit conditions. Section 105 of
MPRSA defines EPA’s enforcement authority over these permits. Management options by
the Corps’ San Francisco District could involve the temporary or permanent withdrawal of
a permit by the Corps’ San Francisco District.

Surveillance and inspection may consist of one or more of the following activities:

1. On-board inspection by EPA Region IX or the Corps’ San Francisco District
staff to ensure that transportation and disposal of the sediment occur within the
designated dump zone, and that the permittee complies with all the permit terms
and special conditions.

2. On-board inspection by a certified inspector hired by the permittee or a
regulatory agency to ensure that transportation and disposal of the sediment
occur within the designated dump zone, and that the permittee complies with all
the permit terms and special conditions.

3. Plots of barge navigation course while inside the confines of the disposal site.
Permittees may be required to provide a record of the barge navigation course,
annotated with the coordinates at the beginning and end of the disposal
operation. For example, dumping contractors will be required to navigate using
an electronic positioning system or other approved navigation system with
sufficient accuracy to dispose of dredged material at specific locations within the
disposal site.

4. The permittee will be required to prepare a detailed postdredging hydrographic
survey of the dredging site to determine the quantity of dredged material
disposed at the HOODS and to confirm that only permitted dredged material
was disposed at the site. This survey will be compared to the predredging
survey. An estimate of the total amount of dredged material disposed at the
HOODS site should be provided based on pay yardage and any non-pay
overdredged sediment.
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