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BROWNFIELDS & LAND USE PLANNING

•• Setting the stageSetting the stage——linking forward planning to linking forward planning to 

your brownfield strategyyour brownfield strategy

•• Implementing the vision, building on success & Implementing the vision, building on success & 

leveraging fundsleveraging funds

•• Case study:  The West Sacramento StoryCase study:  The West Sacramento Story



BROWNFIELDS & LAND USE PLANNING

•• Land use plans:Land use plans:

•• AreaArea--specific plans, downtown plans, corridor specific plans, downtown plans, corridor 

strategies, redevelopment plans, etc.strategies, redevelopment plans, etc.

•• What are the brownfieldWhat are the brownfield--related barriers to related barriers to 

implementing the plan?implementing the plan?

•• How can your Brownfield Grants complement How can your Brownfield Grants complement 

the implementation of the plan?the implementation of the plan?



BROWNFIELDS & LAND USE PLANNING

•• Create land use / brownfield inventories:Create land use / brownfield inventories:

•• Land use plans often contain a property inventoryLand use plans often contain a property inventory——

Include a brownfield subsetInclude a brownfield subset

•• Focus Assessment Grant funds on priority development Focus Assessment Grant funds on priority development 

sites identified in your brownfield inventorysites identified in your brownfield inventory

•• Redevelopment is the goalRedevelopment is the goal——Public agencyPublic agency’’s role is to s role is to 

reduce risk for developers to encourage investmentreduce risk for developers to encourage investment



BROWNFIELDS & LAND USE PLANNING

•• Brownfield Grants are building blocks:Brownfield Grants are building blocks:

•• Make your Assessment Grants lead to Cleanup Make your Assessment Grants lead to Cleanup 

GrantsGrants——Once problematic sites are characterized, Once problematic sites are characterized, 

establish cleanup priorities based on redevelopment establish cleanup priorities based on redevelopment 

potential, risks to the community, etc.potential, risks to the community, etc.

•• Leverage funds to set your projects up for other grant Leverage funds to set your projects up for other grant 

opportunities (affordable housing grants, infrastructure opportunities (affordable housing grants, infrastructure 

grants, etc.)grants, etc.)



WEST SACRAMENTO CASE STUDY

•• Legacy of old Highway 40Legacy of old Highway 40——Once a bustling, travelOnce a bustling, travel--

oriented commercial corridororiented commercial corridor

•• MidMid--1960s to19901960s to1990——Haphazard development, Haphazard development, 

economic distress, crime, blight & neglecteconomic distress, crime, blight & neglect

•• City of West Sacramento incorporated in 1987City of West Sacramento incorporated in 1987——

Aggressive & ambitious planning, redevelopment & Aggressive & ambitious planning, redevelopment & 

investment strategyinvestment strategy
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AREA-WIDE PLANNING STRATEGY

•• ReRe--establish West Capitol Avenue as establish West Capitol Avenue as 

CityCity’’s s ““Main StreetMain Street”” & create Civic & create Civic 

CenterCenter

•• Capitalize on riverfront location & Capitalize on riverfront location & 

proximity to Downtown Sacramentoproximity to Downtown Sacramento

•• Focus on infrastructure improvements to Focus on infrastructure improvements to 

encourage private investmentencourage private investment

•• Build quality affordable housingBuild quality affordable housing



WEST SACRAMENTO LAND USE PLANS

BRIDGE DISTRICT SPECIFIC 

PLAN

(1993 / 2009)

BRIDGE DISTRICT SPECIFIC BRIDGE DISTRICT SPECIFIC 

PLANPLAN

(1993 / 2009)(1993 / 2009)

WASHINGTON SPECIFIC PLAN

(1996)

WASHINGTON SPECIFIC PLANWASHINGTON SPECIFIC PLAN

(1996)(1996)

WEST CAPITOL AVENUE MASTER PLAN (2004)WEST CAPITOL AVENUE MASTER PLAN (2004)WEST CAPITOL AVENUE MASTER PLAN (2004)



BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

•• City received EPA Assessment Grants in 2003 & City received EPA Assessment Grants in 2003 & 

20052005——Compiled inventory of over 500 parcels in Compiled inventory of over 500 parcels in 

support of implementing redevelopment planssupport of implementing redevelopment plans

•• Since 2005, City received two EPA Cleanup Grants & Since 2005, City received two EPA Cleanup Grants & 

two State Orphan Site Cleanup Grantstwo State Orphan Site Cleanup Grants——all four sites all four sites 

were originally assessed using EPA Assessment Grant were originally assessed using EPA Assessment Grant 

fundsfunds



BROWNFIELDS IN WEST SACRAMENTO

•• West Capitol AvenueWest Capitol Avenue——Dozens of former gas Dozens of former gas 

stations & auto repair shops dating back to 1940s or stations & auto repair shops dating back to 1940s or 

earlierearlier

•• Riverfront land uses were predominantly industrialRiverfront land uses were predominantly industrial

•• Port of West Sacramento (built in 1950sPort of West Sacramento (built in 1950s——City took City took 

ownership of Port in 2005)ownership of Port in 2005)
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West Sacramento EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants—Target Areas

N

West End of West 

Capitol Avenue  

(2005 EPA Grant)

Pioneer Bluffs  

(City Phase I ESA)
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(2003 EPA Grant)
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City’s Central Business District

223 parcels studied & individual 

property profiles created

Cleanup Grants received for three 

properties & cleanups are underway

Blighted industrial area w/many non-

conforming land uses

Nearly 100 parcels studied & AAI 

Phase I ESAs for 8 sites

Riverfront area—current uses are 

mainly petroleum tank farms

95 Parcels Studied

AAI Phase I ESAs for 6 priority 

properties for mixed-use 

redevelopment

EPA Grant funded SAP, leading to 

cleanup funding from State of 

California Water Board



PROPERTY PROFILES





CURRENT ACTIVITIES

•• $400,000 Assessment Grant received in 2008$400,000 Assessment Grant received in 2008——

Currently being used for Phase Is, Phase IIs, & cleanup Currently being used for Phase Is, Phase IIs, & cleanup 

planning to support new infrastructure, redevelopment planning to support new infrastructure, redevelopment 

projects within Specific Plan areas, affordable housing, projects within Specific Plan areas, affordable housing, 

& & ““greengreen”” projects at the Port of West Sacramentoprojects at the Port of West Sacramento

•• Four brownfield site cleanups underwayFour brownfield site cleanups underway



LEVERAGING FUNDS—SUCCESSES

•• Nearly $40 million in grants for infrastructure projects Nearly $40 million in grants for infrastructure projects 

received by the City since 2005received by the City since 2005——Brownfield Assessment Brownfield Assessment 

Grants were used to complete Phase Is & cleanup Grants were used to complete Phase Is & cleanup 

planning related to these projectsplanning related to these projects

•• Over 500 affordable housing units created since 2005 Over 500 affordable housing units created since 2005 

with 250 more in the pipelinewith 250 more in the pipeline——Assessment Grants used Assessment Grants used 

to support property acquisitions & pursuit of other grantsto support property acquisitions & pursuit of other grants



THE BRIDGE DISTRICT
188188--acre riverfront acre riverfront 

infill redevelopmentinfill redevelopment

Projected 4,000 Projected 4,000 

housing units & 9 housing units & 9 

million square feet of million square feet of 

total developmenttotal development

Raley FieldRaley Field——14,000 14,000 

seat stadium with seat stadium with 

planned openplanned open--air air 

amphitheatreamphitheatre

$50 million of new $50 million of new 

infrastructure under infrastructure under 

construction (includes construction (includes 

$30 million in grants)$30 million in grants)

250 affordable 250 affordable 

housing units in first housing units in first 

development phasedevelopment phase



THE BRIDGE DISTRICT

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER




