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A Common Issue:
Unsustainable Waste Disposal Practices

Throughout California 

and tribal lands, 

illegal dumping of 

solid and hazardous 

waste is an issue.



A Common Objective:
Improve Waste Management Practices and Infrastructure



Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Yurok, Karuk and Hoopa Tribes: 

Moving Away from Open Dumping Towards Sustainable Waste 
Management Programs



Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships

• Yurok Tribe

• Karuk Tribe

• Hoopa Tribe

• State of California – CalRecycles (CIWMB)

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

• U.S. Indian Health Services

• Humboldt Waste Management Authority

• United Indian Health Service

• California Rural Indian Health Board, Inc.

http://www.hwma.net/index.php
http://www.uihs.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/karuk_dnr.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/cooperators.htm&usg=__UZHKr8Rbr0PE56cGFjYh3uiir7U=&h=200&w=137&sz=18&hl=en&start=7&sig2=HAI-AQL4O9DrD-TOVO-Qgg&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PF2p1edRQiIx-M:&tbnh=104&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dkaruk%2Btribe%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=KT8_TfHbHMKB8gaW77niAw
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=232843879097


Over 200 tons of solid and 
hazardous waste were 
removed from creeks, 
including tires, appliances, 
batteries, flammable and 
toxic solids, and electronic 
wastes.

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships, Cleaning Up Open Dumps

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=232843879097


This site is approximately 2,500 ft above Mettah 
Creek which flows into the Klamath River. Mettah 
Creek is designated as critical salmon habitat.

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships, Cleaning Up Open Dumps

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=232843879097


June 2009, over 
400 vehicles were 
removed from 
the Klamath River 
Watershed

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships, Removing Abandoned Vehicles

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/karuk_dnr.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/cooperators.htm&usg=__UZHKr8Rbr0PE56cGFjYh3uiir7U=&h=200&w=137&sz=18&hl=en&start=7&sig2=HAI-AQL4O9DrD-TOVO-Qgg&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PF2p1edRQiIx-M:&tbnh=104&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dkaruk%2Btribe%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=KT8_TfHbHMKB8gaW77niAw
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=232843879097


In the Fall of 2009, the 
three Tribes conducted 
household hazardous 
waste collection.

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships, Removing Household 

Hazardous Waste

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/karuk_dnr.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.krisweb.com/krisklamathtrinity/krisdb/html/krisweb/cooperators.htm&usg=__UZHKr8Rbr0PE56cGFjYh3uiir7U=&h=200&w=137&sz=18&hl=en&start=7&sig2=HAI-AQL4O9DrD-TOVO-Qgg&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PF2p1edRQiIx-M:&tbnh=104&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dkaruk%2Btribe%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=KT8_TfHbHMKB8gaW77niAw
http://www.hwma.net/index.php


Education and Outreach about the dangers of improper 
disposal of wastes

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Collaboration and Partnerships, Community  Outreach

http://www.uihs.org/


Waste Characterization Study

Maintaining Partnerships Modified Trailer

Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Continuous Learning, Improvement and Innovation

http://www.hwma.net/index.php


Successful Waste Management Efforts –
Continuous Education, Leading by Example and Having Fun!!


