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CCCCCalifornia’s Releasesalifornia’s Releasesalifornia’s Releasesalifornia’s Releasesalifornia’s Releases
In 2009, 1,286 facilities reported a total of 38
million pounds of toxic chemical releases.  Califor-
nia’s total reported on-site and off-site releases
decreased 14% (6 million pounds), when compared
to 2008 data.

  Year                Air                   Water         On-Site Land                                   Off-Site

 2007 15,324,699 4,058,515 27,739,951 69,922 9,064,986

 2008 12,670,998 2,227,195 23,830,642 104,807 5,428,953

 2009   9,470,079 1,703,704 21,033,190 384,610 5,649,204

Total Releases for Reporting Years 2007 – 2009

Underground
Injection

WWWWWhat is a Release?hat is a Release?hat is a Release?hat is a Release?hat is a Release?
A TRI “release” is defined as the amount of a toxic
chemical released on-site (to air, water, underground
injection, landfills, and other land disposal), and
the amount transferred off-site for disposal.

RRRRReleases to the Environmenteleases to the Environmenteleases to the Environmenteleases to the Environmenteleases to the Environment
Air: Air: Air: Air: Air: Air releases decreased 25% (3.2 million
pounds) since 2008.

WWWWWatatatatater: er: er: er: er: Water releases decreased 24% (523,491
pounds) since 2008.

On-Site Land: On-Site Land: On-Site Land: On-Site Land: On-Site Land: On-site land releases decreased
12% (2.8 million pounds) since 2008.

Underground Injection:Underground Injection:Underground Injection:Underground Injection:Underground Injection: Underground Injection
releases increased 267% (279,802 pounds) since
2008.

OfOfOfOfOff-Sitf-Sitf-Sitf-Sitf-Site Te Te Te Te Transfransfransfransfransfererererers:s:s:s:s: Total off-site transfers have
increased 4% (220,251 pounds) since 2008.

Total
Releases

FFFFFacilities with Largest Chemical Releasesacilities with Largest Chemical Releasesacilities with Largest Chemical Releasesacilities with Largest Chemical Releasesacilities with Largest Chemical Releases
The top facilities in California for total on-site and
off-site releases of chemicals are:
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TTTTTop 1op 1op 1op 1op 10 R0 R0 R0 R0 Released Chemicalseleased Chemicalseleased Chemicalseleased Chemicalseleased Chemicals
The top released chemicals based on total on-site
and off-site releases in California are:

Chemical Percentage of
Total Releases

Total Releases
(pounds)
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Chemical Percent
Change

Total On-Site and Off-Site
Releases

LEAD & LEAD COMPOUNDS
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Facilities with Largest PBT Releases
The top ten facilities in California for total on-site
and off-site releases of PBT chemicals are:

Facility Name                 City          County Total
Releases
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IIIIIndustry Breakdownndustry Breakdownndustry Breakdownndustry Breakdownndustry Breakdown
Hazardous waste, petroleum refineries and metal
ore mining account for 68% of total releases in 2009.

PBT PBT PBT PBT PBT Chemical ReleasesChemical ReleasesChemical ReleasesChemical ReleasesChemical Releases
Releases of Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic
(PBT) chemicals are in pounds. Dioxin and dioxin-
like compounds data are in grams, not in Toxicity
Equivalence (TEQ).

In California, 7 million pounds of total (on-site and
off-site) releases of PBT chemicals were reported.
This is a decrease of 1.3 million or 16% since 2008.
Lead and lead compounds tops the list in 2009.
In determining release quantities for metal com-
pounds, facilities only consider the primary metal
portion of the compound.  For instance, a facility
reporting for lead compounds only reports the lead
portion of the lead compounds released.  The PBT
chemicals in the table are ranked in descending
order.
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1 The metal ore mining category includes the following metals: iron, gold, silver,
lead, zinc, copper, nickel, uranium, radium and vanadium.

Industry Percentage of
Total ReleasesTotal Releases

Hazardous Waste Treatment
and Disposal
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