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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In an effort to reach out to watershed managers at all levels of governance, EPA provides many tools, databases, and other decision support resources via its web pages.  These are some key tools that EPA provides for it partners in restoring water quality on a watershed basis.



Key Internet Tools

 Watershed Central 
 Wiki 

 Watershed Plan Builder

 Surf & Adopt Your Watershed

 Nonpoint Source Outreach Toolbox

 Watershed Academy

 Catalog of Federal Funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPA has developed a website to organize watershed management resources based on the task at hand.  This we call Watershed Central.  It contains not only links to myriad resources around the country, but a “wiki” (a Hawaiian word meaning “Quick”) to promote sharing and organizing of local watershed management knowledge and experience.  It also has a tool call Plan Builder which helps users develop and outline for a watershed plan to help them target problem areas, find funding, and carry out restoration and protection activities.  Allison will be describing the other tools for coordination, outreach, training, and fund raising, respectively.



http://www.epa.gov/watershed
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Presentation Notes
This is a gateway page to a variety of watershed management tools.  Watershed Central can be reached via the lower central icon.  Other resources can be opened by clicking the nearby icons or the  “quick finder” links at the top of the page.  You may also google “watershed central” to find another avenue to these resources based on the watershed management step your organization is in. 



Watershed Central

Hi Tracy.  
Any news from PPO on Commonspot or new 
watershed management tools?  We are 
discussing Watershed Central maintenance 
work for upcoming year and want to be sure 
we know what you all have in the hopper.
Stuart
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Presentation Notes
This is the Watershed Central front page.  Notice the quickfinder at the top of the page and key links in tabs and boxes below.  Watershed Central wiki is found in the lower right and if you scroll down further you will find Plan Builder and a Step by Step resource director for groups involved in watershed management.




Links to WS handbook and resources
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Presentation Notes
These are the basic steps in watershed planning and project management.  They are broken out many different ways by various organizations, but you will find ours to be common to most such descriptions.  If you click on any one of the Steps in the box you will be taken to a series of smaller steps with not only a description of recommended actions, but on-line tools, data bases, and mapping resources to help you accomplish those actions.
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Here is the front page of the Watershed Central Wiki.  It uses the same software and navigation methods as Wikipedia, so you may find it easy to get around and add information.  Notice that “you can edit” is highlighted in blue at the top of the page.  You can use this link to register so that you can become a wiki contributor.  The idea is that knowledgeable practitioners such as yourselves can “write the book” on effective watershed management.   Although EPA created the tool, we hope that users will help build upon it and allow it to evolve with useful and timely information from other environmental experts and watershed managers.  The search box at upper left and map with pushpins are the primary way of finding watershed information and tools.



Write your own wiki articles
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Presentation Notes
Here are examples of both a watershed data management tool used in the Great Lakes area and watershed group wiki article.  Notice that they may contain maps, graphs, photos, and web links in addition to text.  Added text is mostly a matter of cutting and pasting.



Hi Tracy.  
Any news from PPO on Commonspot or new 
watershed management tools?  We are 
discussing Watershed Central maintenance 
work for upcoming year and want to be sure 
we know what you all have in the hopper.
Stuart

New Plan Builder Tool  
http://java.epa.gov/wsplanner/
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Presentation Notes
We have a new map interface for our Plan Builder tool.  So even if you have used the tool before you may find it interesting to revisit it.  The tool prompts you for information about your watershed, then provides links in a customized watershed plan outline.  You can then use the outline to create a plan that will not only help you focus your own resources, but find other partners, plans, tools, data, and funding.  The outlines will also provide links to other EPA data bases that Alli will describe next.



Watershed Plan Outline / WS delineator
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Presentation Notes
Here is an example of an automated watershed boundary generator within the Plan Builder mapping tool.  It uses the federal National Hydrography Dataset to show the boundaries of the watershed above any point on the map.  The box at lower right is used to provide watershed information for the watershed outline creator.  



Surf & Adopt Your Watershed
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Surf Your Watershed and Adopt Your Watershed acts as a portal to watershed-related data and resources from the EPA and other federal agencies such as USGS and USDA. 

Surf-Your-Watershed lets you find and locate your watershed and then connects you to an impressive inventory of watershed data. The Adopt Your Watershed Data base is linked to Surf to allow you to find organizations near you that are working to protect your watershed.  You may wish to join with one of these groups or start your own!

You can begin by selecting “Watershed database” at the top of the screen.
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You will begin this process by conducting a search to find your watershed. 

The data in Surf is sorted by geographic unit and is easily searchable by zip code, city, hydrologic unit code (aka watershed), state name, or stream name.  To conduct a search, simply highlight your desired search parameter, and type your geographic information into the box. You also have the option of clicking on the interactive map of the states and territories. 

*Tutorial video available on the right side of the screen
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After clicking on the “Submit” button, your search results will yield a list of the 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Codes or watersheds that match your geographic location. 

Using Surf, you can access water quality monitoring data provided by EPA’s STORET database, real-time stream flow and other information provided by USGS, and demographic information provided by the Census Bureau.

In many cases, more than one watershed exists within a zipcode. If this is the case, click on the watershed nearest to where you live. 

You will be taken to a page that contains links to a wealth of relevant watershed information such as the citizen-based groups in your watershed available through EPA’s Adopt Your Watershed database
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Simply click on a link to an existing group to be redirected their webpage for information on volunteer and stewardship opportunities. 

There are hundreds of active volunteer monitoring groups, 12,000 classrooms, and nearly 3,000 watershed alliances working nationwide in the Adopt Your Watershed database. Register your group and connect with other watershed groups within your community. 

Whether you are developing a watershed plan or looking for volunteer opportunities in your area, Surf & Adopt Your-Watershed can provide you with the information you’re looking for to protect and restore your watershed! 




Nonpoint Source Outreach Toolbox
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Presentation Notes
The Nonpoint Source (NPS) Outreach Toolbox is intended for use by state and local agencies and other organizations interested in educating the public on nonpoint source pollution or stormwater runoff. The Toolbox contains a variety of resources to help develop an effective and targeted outreach campaign. 

* New updated version should be posted in the next few weeks.
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Key Features of the NPS Outreach Toolbox 

  EPA's Getting in Step Outreach Series - A great place to get started and learn how to develop effective outreach. The series includes EPA's flagship publication, Getting in Step: A Guide for Conducting Watershed Outreach Campaigns, which presents the outreach development process as a logical, easy-to-apply sequence of steps. Information is also provided on related resources, including a free video companion guide and training workshop opportunities.

 Featured Products (best examples in six different catagories) 

 Searchable Catalog - Contains more than 700 viewable and/or audible TV, radio, and print ads and other outreach products to increase awareness and/or change behaviors across six common topics (see "Featured Products"). 

 "Where You Live" Catalog Search Option - Allows products to be searched by state 

 Logos, Slogans, & Mascots - Ready-made identifiers to brand outreach campaigns and make them memorable;

 Surveys & Evaluations - Surveys of public attitudes and perceptions regarding NPS problems and solutions, and evaluations of the effectiveness of some local NPS media campaigns; 
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Begin search by selecting NPS Topic Area(s)
	- septic system care	- lawn and garden care
	- pet care		- household and chemical waste
	- motor vehicle care	- general stormwarer and storm drain awareness

and then Media Format

Permissions for using the cataloged products are disclosed (and in most cases, granted) by the product owners, and contact information, campaign Web sites, and other pertinent details are provided 

(Many of the outreach initiatives were funded by EPA’s 319 Grant Program)
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 Featured Products - Exemplary outreach examples culled from the catalog for increasing awareness and changing behaviors across each of the six targeted topics (general stormwater and storm drain awareness, lawn and garden care, pet care, septic system care, motor vehicle care, and household chemicals and waste) and organized by media type (TV, radio, print, web, etc.) 

 Most of the featured products include surveys and evaluations to demonstrate their success and lessons learned for other groups.

The NPS Outreach toolbox is an excellent resource for your outreach and education needs. These community examples can help you to develop your own outreach campaigns or build off of the work already done by groups around the country.




Catalog of Federal Funding
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Presentation Notes
The Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection Web site is a searchable database of financial assistance sources (grants, loans, cost-sharing) available to fund a variety of watershed protection projects. 
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Customize search criteria by selecting type of assistance, type of organization, if a match is required and some keywords to help define your search. You can select more than one option by holding down the “CNTRL” button on your keyboard and then use your mouse to click other options. 

Once all that is selected, you can get the results in either list or table format.  If no key words are selected, the search will include all keywords.
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Here are the search results that populated for Grants, for a community watershed group, that dealt with nonpoint source control, watershed management, stormwater management, and outreach and education
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When you click on a specific grant opportunity you can get information on the proposal deadline, the funding from previous fiscal years, contact information and other important facts relative to your search. 






Watershed Academy
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Presentation Notes
The Watershed Academy is a focal point in EPA's Office of Water for providing training and information on implementing watershed approaches. The Academy's self-paced training modules, webcast seminars, and live training courses provide current information from national experts across a broad range of watershed topics.

We have almost monthly webcasts that you can register for by visiting www.epa.ov/watershedwebcasts

All of the webcasts are archived and available online after the event. Some of them are also available on itunes as podcasts. You can register with itunes to sign up for the feed
 Webcasts feature a range of watershed topics from N & P pollution, shoreline protection for lakes, climate change and water impacts, etc. 

In addition, sometimes we offer live training of some of our watershed tools. Visit this page to check the calendar and see if there is a training near you. (We have recently cut back on doing the live trainings because of cost, but hope to host live webinars that will be recorded to show people about our tools). 
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This is the Watershed Academy's Distance Learning Program—Watershed Academy Web. The Web site offers a variety of self-paced training modules that represent a basic and broad introduction to the watershed management field. The modules are organized by the following themes:

Introductory/Overview of the Watershed Approach
�- Watershed Ecology (ecology, stream corridor structure, instream flows, and wetlands)
�- Watershed Change (Natural and human induced change impacts on watersheds)
�- Analysis and Planning (watershed planning, monitoring, and assessment) 
�- Management Practices (BMPs for urban stormwater runoff, cropland management, forestry, etc.)
�- Community/Social/Water Law (social issues, education, communications, relevant laws and regulations)�
Modules vary in the time they take to complete, from ½ hour to 2 hours. Fifteen of them (marked with asterisks * below) are the core modules for the Watershed Academy Certificate Program
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You can document your learning by meeting the requirements for Watershed Academy Web's Watershed Management Training Certificate. This certificate program recognizes trainees who complete 15 modules and pass their self-tests. 

 No registration, admission, or tuition is necessary; this program is open to everyone worldwide, at any time, and is completely Internet- or CD-based (we have participants from all over the world)

 Trainees must complete a minimum of 15 modules, a minimum of 12 of which must be from the core modules list; 
We recommend completing all 15 modules from the core modules list , but trainees may substitute alternate choices for up to 3 core modules in which their training is already sufficient; 

 All core modules have self-tests which trainees must pass with a grade of 70% or higher (retesting is permitted). Copies of self-tests or test grades do not have to be mailed to the Watershed Academy -- this is an honor-system-based program. 

 After completing all certificate requirements, provide your full name and mailing address to wacademy@epa.gov. We will mail you a signed certificate. 





Questions?

Stuart Lehman
lehman.stuart@epa.gov

202-566-1205

Alli Gold
gold.allison@epa.gov

202-566-1010

www.epa.gov/owow
www.twitter.com/epaowow 
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