


FIELD SERVICES

• Identifying and quantifying pollutants to 
evaluate compliance with permits or regulatory 
levels set under the Clean Water Act, Safe 
Drinking Water Act, or the Clean Air Act.

•• Associating pollutants with potential sources by 
using techniques such as morphology, isotope 
ratios, and trace metals matching in order to 
identify potentially responsible parties as part of 
Superfund cleanups.

•• Testing the characteristics of wastes in order to 
determine if they are regulated under the laws 
governing hazardous wastes such as the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

•• Identifying pesticides and other toxic chemicals 
to assist in enforcement of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act and 
the Toxic Substances Control Act.

The National Enforcement 
Investigations Center 
(NEIC) performs chemical 
analyses to evaluate 
pollutants using a variety 
of instruments and 
analytical techniques. 
NEINEIC’s laboratory work 
focuses on:

Participating in enforcement 
investigations by conducting 
inspections of facilities, 
collecting environmental 
samples, and analyzing 
samples collected by 
both NEIC and outside 
sampling teams.

Providing technical expertise 
on scieon scientiöc and regulatory issues that arise 
during case development, settlement 
negotiations, and litigation to our enforcement 
partners, EPA Headquarters, and the 
Department of Justice.  NEIC also provides 
training to regional, state, and local 
environmental groups in our areas of expertise.

CConducting applied research that relates to 
the scientiöc and technical aspects of 
enforcement case development.

NEIC’s multi-disciplinary 
teams conduct öeld 
investigations as part of 
civil and criminal case 
development.  These 
investigations include:

• Multimedia and targeted civil inspections in which a 
team of NEIC experts working closely with our 
enforcement partners seeks to identify any 
environmental problems at a facility.  Often these 
inspections are process-based.  This type of 
inspection requires that NEIC understand the basic 
process of the facility in order to determine the 
type and amoutype and amount of waste that could be generated.

• Assistance on criminal search warrants in which 
NEIC assists criminal investigators by collecting 
environmental forensic evidence.

• Field measurements that provide real-time 
information concerning chemicals in the 
environment or in sampling locations.

NEIC employs specialized staff to support öeld 
investigations, laboratory analyses, and litigation 
activities.  Specialized services include records and 
document management, technical editing, visual 
information product development, and the 
maintenance of an environmental forensic library 
that provides access to a wealth of information 
resouresources.  Direct project support includes 
statistical and data 
analyses for reports 
and expert opinions. 
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