UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

Notice of Denial of @ RCRA Permit Application for

ROMIC ENVIRONMERTAL TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION - SOUTHWEST
6760 West Allison Road
Chomdler, arizona

EPA D, NO. AZID09013589
Fact Sheel
December Jj_ 2007
Finul Action

The United Seates Environmental Protection Ageney ("EPA™) is denying the application (rom
Romie Environmental Technologtes Comporation — Southwest {"Romic"} for o Resource
Comservation and Reeovery Act ("RCRA™) permit o continug to (reat and store hargardous wasie,

LI'A issued public notice of its proposed decision to deny the application (“proposed decision™)
on August 16, 2007, EPA prepared a Fact Sheet (Proposed Action, August 16, 2007} which
discussed m detail the busis for the proposed decision. This document was available for public
revigw. CPA b8 denying the Ruemic permit application because the application has ne land
vwrnier's signature and certification, as required by M) CER, §8 270010 270011

EPA proveded o 43-day public comment period from Awngust 24 through October 9, 2007,
EPA received public comments, sumtmarizad in the atlached Hesponse o Comments. EIFA has
considered all of the comments i making its final decision. EFA’s final decision 12 the same
us the proposed decision. w deny the permit application.

FACILITY LOCATION

Romic is located newr Chandber. Anzoni, in the Gila River Indian Commumity, The Romic
Facility is approsimately three acres in sice and 18 within the Lene Butte Industrial Park at
6760 West Alkison Road.

FACILITY DESCRIPTION AND STATUS

The Faeility hus heen in existence since 1975, when it was operated by Southwest Salvents.
Romic purchased the Facility in 1988 and has been in operution since that time as a huzardous
waste storage and weatment facility that recyeles solvenms. All wastes that are disposed are
shipped off-sie for disposul.



The most conunon hazardous wastes aceepted at Raomic include solvents, comrosives, wasle
paint and pant thinner. metal sludges, and laboratory chemicals, The most commumon non-
hiccardous wasies sccepted include waste oil, antilreeze, non-hazardouws solvents, serap metal,
Muorcscent light tubes, and wastewaeer.

Frderal regulations requiring a peemit Tor Romic's hazandous waste aclivities were promal gated
in 1980, weldl ufter the facility had been in operation, In such cases, Tacilities can aeguire
“interim status” that allows them to contioue operations untii EPA makes o final permit
decision. Under interim status, Romie must comply with extensive regalations designed 1o
protect human health and the environment.

Fomic subinitted a final permit application to EPA in Febroary 2005, requesting i ten vear
pernil to continue ta treat and store hazardous waste.

REQUIREMENT FOR LAND OWNER'S SIGNATURIL:

Conzistent with Congressional intent. EPA holds owners {i.e. land owners) and operators of
hazardous waste treatmert, starage. and disposal facilities (" TS0 facilitias™) jomntly responstble
for complying with RCRA and its implementing regulations, RCRA and its regulations require
that owners and operators of facilities that treat, store, or dispose of hazardous waste obtuin a
ROEA permit. 42 TLS.C. § 6925¢a). The regulations requice that permit applications include both
ihe facility pwner's sipgnature and certiflication and the operatee's sienaiure when o facibity 13
owned by one person. but 15 operiled by another person. 40 C.FR.§ 270, 1),

FALLURE TO CORRECT DEFICIENCY

Romic submitled its tinal revised Part B permoit application oo February 18, 2003, The
application lacked a signature froon the owner. FEPA has had sumerops formal amd informgl
discussions with Romic and representatives lrom GRIC reparding the need for the land owner
signature. On July 15, 2005, EPA wrote to GRIC desenibing the statuz of Romic's permit
application and requesting information from GRIC on its process and timeline for deciding
whether or not 1o sign the pomil application.

On Febmary 12, 2007, EPA wrate to Romic 1o inform Romis that the application appeured to
be complete with the exception of the Jand owner signature. EPA reguested that Romic provide
ElA with a report detmling steps thal RBomic had laken 1o obtnn the landowner signatore and
certification and a schedule of stweps to be taken i1 the signature has aot yet been obtained,



EPA gave a presentation in March 2007 w the Tribal Covernor and several members of the
"Uribal Coungil regarding the staws of the Ramie facibiey and o inguire of GRIC whether or not
it inended 1o sign Romic's pecmi application,

On May 30, 2007, EPA sent a letter to GRIU's Muural Resources Standing Commiles
descriting the status of the permnil apphcation and providing informauon en EPA™S process for
granting and denying permits.

Subsequently, on June 20, 2007 the GRIC Cominonity Council passed a "Resolution
isapproving of Romic Environmental Technologies Corporation’s Part B Peamit Application
Under the Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.” The Rezolution referred to a
motion unaimaously appraved by the Community Council on day 16, 2007 that pluced o
"moratorium on the establishing or permiliiog of any permanent facility accepting hazardous
wastes i the Community .. " The Eesalution expressly stated "Be it Resalved, thart the
Community Council hereby disapproves of Romic Environmental Techneologies Corparation's
application to the United Staes Environmental Prolegtion Ageney Tor o Pare B permit under the
lederal Resuurce Conservation and Recovery Act and indicates that the Community will no
gian or certify the Part [} permit application.”

Because the permit application has no signature of the landowner(s} of the Rowne faciling, EPA s
denying the permit application as incomplete,

AUTHORITY TO DENY PERMIT

RCRA regulations reguire that land owners provide a signature and certification wath the pertint
applicoticn. See 40 CF I §§ 124.3(303), 270,10, 270.1 1. Il an applicant fails ar

refuses to correct deficiencies in a parmit application. EPA muy deny the permit, Sce 40 CFR. §
124.3(dy. Because no landowner signature for Romic's permil applicaion has been provided, EP'A
inttiated proceedings to deny the RCEA permit application.  This notice prevides EPA’s final
permit decision. Sce 40 CFR § 124005

AFFEAL PROCELDURES

Any person who filed comments on the proposed decision or participated in the public hearings
may appeal this final permit decision by filing an uppeal within 30 calendar days of the time a
final decision is made. Sec 40 C FE § 12409, To wllow lor service of this notice hy mail o
interested panties. EPA will allow 35 days Iromn the effective date of this decision,

A appeal should be Liled by January ﬁ_ﬁ 200% with the Envicontnental Appeals Board in EPA
Headguarers, as follows:



All filings delivered to the Board by hand or courier, including Federal Express, UPS, and U.S.
Fostal Express Mail, MUST be delivered ta the following address:

Colorudy Building
1341 &5 Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, {3.0C, 20005

All documents that are sent through the U8, Postal Service (except by Express Mail) MUST
be addressed to the EAB's mailing address. which 1s;

L8, Environmental Protection Agency
Clerk of the Board, Environmental Appeuls Board (MC 110383
Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washingion, 3.0, 20460-0001

EFFECTIVE DATE
Thixs decigsion is effectrve immediately, gince no comments requested a change in the proposed
decision. Sec 40 CFR.O§ 124 15(B1(3).
FOR MORE INFORMATION

The: official Administrative Kecord {or this decision, including key docoments about the facility,
is uvailable for viewing ot {please call 415-947-4357 to set up an appointment to review the file):

LS Environmental Prodection Apency
Repion ©
75 TTawitharne Streal
San Francisco, ©A 94105

Key documenms can also be viewed or downloaded from EPA's web site for his facilivy o
btredfw wew cpa, coviregionWwastefromiciindex . himl

Key documents are also available {or viewing at (please call 520-562-2254 1o set up an
appuiniment o review the file):

Gila River Indian Community Deputinent of Eoviramsental Quabity
35 Pima Street
Sacaton. AZ


http://www

IE you have questions about this decision please contuct:

kelly McAskill
Community Involvement Coordinalor
LS EPA, Regiaon 9
73 Hawthome Sireel, 5F1-3
Sun Framgisca; CA 94103
Toll-Free B00-231-3075
Phone: 415-972-3242
mzaskill kelly & epa.gov

—

Appmm-cdﬁ .

Nuney Lingav, Acting Phrecto
Waste Muhagement Division
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