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Lawrence Journal World

EPA leader discusses pollution, stresses importance of regulations
By Christine Metz

March 13, 2012

University Daily Kansan

EPA administrator speaks about Hurricane Katrina, pollution standards
By Vikaas Shanker

Monday, March 12, 2012

EPA leader tells Kansas students they can influence environmental policy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
March 13, 2012 - 10:23 am

[FULL TEXT]

Lawrence Journal World

EPA leader discusses pollution, stresses importance of regulations
By Christine Metz

March 13, 2012

From offshore drilling to the Baker Wetlands, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa
Jackson tackled some of the nation and state’s most controversial environmental issues Monday
afternoon.

“I'm here today because so much of what | do every day is really about your future, and you have the
power to influence the direction we go,” Jackson told the crowd of students and faculty that had gathered
at Kansas University’s Spooner Hall.

Jackson, the first African-American woman to head the federal environmental regulatory agency, told the
audience that she came to her role of protector of the environment not by the Teddy Roosevelt ideal of
preserving pristine open spaces. Instead, she said her concern was in the “brownside” of the environment
and ways to curb pollution.

‘I always tease people | don’t sleep outside, but | do my job to make sure you can,” Jackson said.

Jackson acknowledged the criticism the agency has fallen under in recent years from those who believe
environmental regulation has “hobbled” the economy.

Jackson went on to defend her agency, saying it is consistent with American values to not let industries
pollute water with raw sewage, to keep vehicles from emitting lead toxins, to limit the mercury pollution
coming from power plants and to monitor the chemicals used in producing food.

“We won’t back down from protecting our kids from mercury pollution, or making sure that our food is safe
and our water is clean,” Jackson said.

Jackson did address one controversial local issue, the building of the South Lawrence Trafficway through
the Baker Wetlands south of Lawrence. The area has been marked as a sacred space for Native
Americans. Jackson was asked what role the EPA played in recognizing spiritual places in the siting
process.

Tribes are given special roles in the consultation process, she said.
“I think when you talk about tribes that for many, many decades now, they have felt as though they don’t

have the
opportunity to move or be mobile, so their cultural sites are extremely important,” Jackson said. “For those





reasons, finding out what those issues are is what the law says we should do.”

And, as someone who grew up in New Orleans, Jackson said she recognizes the importance that
wetlands play in flood prevention.

“When we didn’t have them to break the impact of Hurricane Katrina, we missed them tremendously,”
Jackson said.

University Daily Kansan

EPA administrator speaks about Hurricane Katrina, pollution standards
By Vikaas Shanker

Monday, March 12, 2012

Lisa Jackson grew up as a minority in the Ninth Ward of New Orleans, an area struck by four hurricanes
in the last 100 years.

As an engineering student at Tulane University, Jackson got involved with air quality issues and stopping
pollution. She saw the impact of pollution and industrial waste on the Mississippi River firsthand. In 2005,
Jackson’s mother lost her home in Hurricane Katrina.

Now, Jackson is the first African American to serve as Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Jackson fielded questions from students, faculty and guests about the EPA’s role in boosting the
economy and advocating for a cleaner environment at Spooner Hall yesterday during a visit to the
University.

One of the EPA’s goals is to expand conversation on the environment, Jackson said. “Communities care
deeply about environmental issues. They just may or may not see themselves in the same issue as
someone who’s in a different type of community or has a lot more money or something of that nature.”

The EPA sets national environmental and pollution standards, while states set their own policies and
extent of regulation. Jackson said national standards are important because “the air doesn’t stay in one
state, and the water doesn’t stay on the street.” Regulations in one state can affect the level of pollution in
neighboring states; environmental justice is important on the state and national level. “It's an issue of
basic care and economic leveling of the playing field,” Jackson said. “Everybody should play by the same
set of rules.”

Jackson commented on offshore drilling — a hot national topic after the BP Gulf oil spill in 2010 — and
said it had an impact in evaluating the regulatory process.

“Whenever tragedy happens, people go ‘Where were you?” she said, explaining those types of questions
from the community help environmental agencies and companies like BP change and adapt to
environmental concerns. She also talked about the affect of lobbying on EPA’s policies and the cultural
impact of environmental decisions on American Indian territory and hydraulic fracturing, a process of
fracturing the earth to mine natural gas and oil.

After the event, Jackson said college students always had a special relationship with the EPA.

“Young people always get it because they know they’re getting ready to inherit what we leave them,”
Jackson said. “And so we leave them huge challenges like climate change.”





Jackson also said students should look at how they already live on campus by using public transportation,
choosing efficient foods and living in small spaces.

"One of the cool things about most campuses is that when they make up their mind, they go cleaner or
greener,” Jackson said.

EPA leader tells Kansas students they can influence environmental policy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
March 13, 2012 - 10:23 am

LAWRENCE, Kan. — University students can help shape environmental policies and should consider
ways to improve their own impact on the environment, the administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency said during an appearance at the University of Kansas.

"I'm here today because so much of what | do every day is really about your future, and you have the
power to influence the direction we go," Lisa Jackson told students and faculty Monday.

Jackson also said students should look at how they already live on campus by using public transportation,
choosing efficient foods and living in small spaces.

"Young people always get it because they know they're getting ready to inherit what we leave them," she
said. "And so we leave them huge challenges like climate change."

Jackson fielded questions about the EPA's role in boosting the economy and advocating for a cleaner
environment and said one of the EPA's goals is to expand conversation on the environment.

The Lawrence Journal World reports that Jackson acknowledged the criticism the federal agency has
received recently from those who say environmental regulations have "hobbled" the economy.

"Communities care deeply about environmental issues. They just may or may not see themselves in the
same issue as someone who's in a different type of community or has a lot more money or something of
that nature,” she said.

Jackson said national pollution standards are important because "the air doesn't stay in one state, and the
water doesn't stay on the street.”

"It's an issue of basic care and economic leveling of the playing field," Jackson said. "Everybody should
play by the same set of rules."

Jackson also acknowledged the criticism the federal agency has received recently from those who say
environmental regulations have "hobbled" the economy. But she defended the EPA's policies, saying it's
consistent with American values to keep industries from polluting, vehicles from emitting toxins and to
monitor chemicals used in producing food.

"We won't back down from protecting our kids from mercury pollution, or making sure that our food is safe
and our water is clean," Jackson said.
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May 24, 2012

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson

Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

As the Co-Chair of the Joint Center's Commission to Engage African Americans
on Climate Change it is my pleasure to extend an invitation for you to address our retreat
on June 13™ at 8:30 a.m. at the Joint Center's offices at 1090 Vermont Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC. Attached is the list of the members of the Commission.

We would value your advice on how the Joint Center might better support your
excellent leadership at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We share your
passion for achieving the goals of getting our nation on an energy path that reduces
carbon pollution, addresses the disproportionate burden of unhealthy air on communities
of color, and expands the conversation on environmentalism to bring in a greater
diversity of voices.

As you know, last year the Joint Center released a study highlighting the health
and economic benefits of E.P.A regulations, in order to inform the debate about the need
for a cleaner environment. We also conducted a three-city poll that highlighted the
support for EPA's efforts to reduce pollution from vehicles, power plants and industrial
facilities.

This year, the Joint Center expanded its engagement in the environmental arena
with the recent hiring of Danielle Deane as the first Director of the Energy and
Environment Program. As we seek to build on the solid foundation that has been laid by
the Commission to Engage African Americans on Climate Change, fine tune our strategy,
and increase our impact, it would be invaluable to have your thoughts inform our
meeting.

1090 Vermont Avenue, N'W, Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005-4928
202-789-3500 ¢ Fax 202-789-6390 * www.jointcenter.org

A Nonprofit, Tax-exempt Institution
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Thank you very much for considering this request, and we look forward to
hearing from you.

Best regards,

—Everett
President and CEO

Attachment





JOINT
CENTER

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM

Research - Empowerment - Engagement

S COMMISSION TO ENGAGE

ANDPEC e e

DU AFRICAN AMERICANS ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Rawr B, Everert, Esa., Co-CHAIR
President and Chef Executive Officer

Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies
Washington, DC

THe HonorasLe RobNey ELtis, Co-CHAIR
Texas State Senate
Houston, TX

GeorGes C. BensamiN, M.D.
Executive Director

American Public Health Association
Washington, DC
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Activist in Residence
Bennett College for Women
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Frank M. STEwART

President and Chef Executive Officer

Frank M. Stewart & Company

Former President, American Association of Blacks in Energy
Pembroke Pines, FL

WARREN M. WasHINGTON, PH.D.
Senior Scientist and Former Section Head
Climate Change Research Section
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National Center for Atmospheric Research
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Louisiana Trip (Tenative) v6
Objectives of trip: SE Louisiana Freshwater diversions and marsh creation and to meet with:
OCPR (Garret Graves), NGOs, Federal partners, Parish Presidents and Mayor of New Orleans

January 3
Depart DC for New Orleans

DCA to MSY Depart 11:40 am Arrive 1:36 pm

Driving tour of New Orleans (1.5 to 2 hours)

Lower Ninth Ward (including Bayou Bienvenue), Gentilly, Lakeview... The
purpose would be to discuss Katrina, rebuilding efforts, levee status, and resilient
climate-ready development. (JHH, John E, Bill Honker, Clay)

Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, New Orleans Airport)

January 4
Site Visit Lake Bourne Surge Barrier

Corps led tour of the Lake Bourne Surge Barrier. Leave from N.O. in a Corps
van at 9:00 am. The tour takes about three hours in total. (In previous tours, the
Corps started with a brief indoor briefing of the project, which is useful.) The
tour will not be by boat. Instead, we will drive to where the surge barrier
connects with the so-called "Chalmette Loop" levee. This will allow us to
actually walk out on the cantilevered road atop the surge barrier, from which we
will see MRGO and the Chalmette Loop (which itself is a quite impressive 32-
foot wall and levee combo).

Colonel Sinkler, who heads the levee work, will join us.

We will then return to N.O., where we can hook up with Paul, grab a bite to eat,
then head out for the Bayou Dupont tour

Site Visit to Bayou Dupont Marsh Creation project (2-3 hours)
Obijective — marsh creation (John H, Bill Honker, John E, Clay)

Dinner meeting (New Orleans) with CWPPRA Task Force representatives
(1-2 hours) 6:30/7:00 pm: Goal would be to show the strong interagency
partnerships and highlight the CWPPRA model.

Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, New Orleans Airport)

January 5
9:00 am to 11:00 am - Meeting with City of New Orleans, Parish Presidents

(Plaquemines, Jefferson, Orleans, St Bernard, Terrebonne, Lafourche) (1-2
hours) (meeting in New Orleans)

1:00 — 2:00 pm — Coastal Louisiana Science Briefing
Venue: University of New Orleans, Lindy Boggs Conference Center,
2045 Lakeshore Drive.

Presentations:
1. Dr. Robert Twilley - overview of deltaic processes, causes of coastal collapse





2. Dr. Denise Reed — overview of restoration approaches and alternative views
3. Dr. John Day — perspectives on river diversions
4. Dr. Ed Overton — impacts of oil spill as they relate to broader coastal crisis

2:00 pm —4:30 pm - Meeting with Environmental NGOs, Scientists,
and Others Venue: University of New Orleans, Lindy Boggs Conference
enter

Dinner meeting (New Orleans) — King Milling (Governor’s Advisory
Commission, Chair), Anne Milling, Jim Tripp, Paul Harrison, Alan Front

Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, Canal Street)

January 6
Governor’s Advisory Commission Meeting (Public Hearing) on Coastal

Protection, restoration and Conservation (New Orleans)
Meeting with Advisory Commissioners (1/2 —1 hr)

Over-flight of coast (2 hours) Louisiana OCPR organized

Leaving from Baton Rouge area, coverings sights such as Bayou
Bienvenue/Central Wetlands, MRGO, Lake Borgne Surge Barrier, Caernarvon
Diversion, Myrtle Grove, Bayou Dupont, MS Delta, Barataria Barrier Islands,
Grand Isle, Port Fourchon, Bayou Lafourche Ridge, central Barataria Basin,
Davis Pond Diversion, cypress/bottomland hardwood logging issues ... (John H,
Bill Honker, John E, Clay)

Dinner meeting — select small group of NGO’s (6-8) 7:30 pm

Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, Canal Street)

January 7
10 am -12 noon - Meeting(s) with fishing industry, navigation, oil and

gas...groups that make their living on the coastal resources.
Venue: Madewood room on the Nicholls State University campus near the
Student Union

JHH Depart New Orleans for Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
MSY to FLL -- Depart 6:30 pm Arrive 9:15 pm






Wnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-6176

April 25,2012

The Honorable Lisa Jackson
Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Re: 12-07-2010 Emergency Administrative Order by Region VI
Dear Administrator Jackson:

I write to express serious concerns with the actions undertaken by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region VI surrounding the issuance of an Emergency Administrative Order
pursuant to a Parker County, Texas, water well complaint. To my knowledge, such federal
action to preempt the state’s oil and gas regulatory body was unprecedented. Following the
withdrawal of EPA’s administrative order, I am concerned that the Agency’s intervention was of
questionable necessity in light of the evidence available and in the context of the ongoing
investigation and oversight of the state’s regulatory body, the Railroad Commission of Texas
(RRC). Additionally I am concerned with the statements and actions of Region VI
Administrator Al Armendariz leading up to and during the Agency’s order and enforcement.

In its order, the EPA stated it acted after concluding “that appropriate State and local authorities
have not taken sufficient action...and do not intend to take such action at this time.” Yet, the
RRC was actively continuing their investigation to determine the source of the natural gas, and
was making arrangements for additional testing. Further, on December 8, 2010, the Region VI
Administrator noted the EPA had to take action or two “houses could explode.” This statement
seems to contradict EPA’s own knowledge of the usage of the water wells — including that
Domestic Well 1 had been disconnected for 3 months prior to the order — and its own actions
during the months leading up to the order, which did not appear to reflect the same level of
urgency.

I am concerned that EPA’s proactive interest in the federal regulation of hydraulic fracturing
contributed to the agency’s preemptive actions. To more fully understand both EPA’s basis for
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intervention and its determination of well-water contamination from specific drilling and
production activities, I would appreciate a full response to the following questions.

1. When did EPA first come to the conclusion that there was “imminent and substantial
risk of explosion or fire” from drinking water wells utilizing the Trinity Aquifer? How
much time elapsed between the date on which EPA reached this conclusion and
December 7, the date on which EPA’s administrative order was issued?

2. What did the Agency learn between November 16 and 23, at which time EPA had
warned consumers of “Domestic Wells 1 and 2" of “potential explosivity concerns,” and
December 7, when EPA issued an Emergency Administrative Order concluding there was
“an imminent and substantial risk of explosion or fire” from the drinking water wells
utilizing the Trinity Aquifer [emphasis added]?

3. EPA’s press release on December 7, 2010, referred to “hydraulic fracturing” four
times; the Agency was clearly messaging that hydraulic fracturing may have caused or
contributed to the presence of natural gas in Domestic Wells 1 and 2. What information,
if any, did the Agency have that indicated hydraulic fracturing had caused or contributed
to the presence of natural gas in Domestic Wells 1 and 2 — as opposed to any of a number
of other potential causes, natural or man-made?

4. This same December 7 press release stated, “EPA scientists have conducted isotopic
fingerprint analysis and concluded the source of the drinking water well contamination to
closely match that from Range Resources’ natural gas production well.” If shallow gas is
or has been produced in this area, did EPA also take gas samples from these sources to
perform compositional analysis and isotopic fingerprinting as done from the Butler Well
and the Teal Well? If not, why not? If so, did EPA compare this gas to the gas sampled
from Domestic Wells 1 and 2?2 Did the gas from these shallow sources also “closely
match” that sampled from Domestic Wells 1 and 2? Did the gas from these shallow
sources also appear to be thermogenic in origin? Did EPA compare similarities and
differences from these various sources? Did EPA take into account the analysis of the
bradenhead gas from the Butler Well conducted by Range Resources? Did EPA take into
account the pressure testing of the Butler Well conducted by Range Resources?

5. In the “Findings of Fact” contained within the Emergency Administrative Order, EPA
appeared to rely heavily on its finding natural gas of thermogenic origin in Domestic
Well 1 as likely evidence of contamination from the Butler and Teal Wells. Is EPA
aware that over geologic time scales natural gas of thermogenic origin can and does
naturally migrate to shallow geological formations? Did EPA have information to
conclude that this would be a highly improbable occurrence in the geology of this area?
If so, when was that information obtained and what is that information?

6. Is EPA aware of information published in the Powell Barnett Shale Newsletter of
December 13, 2010, or other any other source, that a water well (Texas Well Report
Tracking No. 226387) drilled to a total depth of 180 feet, approximately 775 feet away
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from Domestic Well 1 and 1192 feet away from Domestic Well 2, on October 15, 2005
also encountered significant amounts of natural gas, years before Range Resources drilled
or completed the Butler Well and the Teal well? Is EPA aware that comments on the
Driller’s Report on October 15, 2005, stated, “Well has natural gas coming into well at
intermitting times™? Is EPA also aware of photos taken on October 15, 2005, which
showed a gas flare of 5 to 6 feet in length burning from that water well? If EPA is aware
of these reports, does EPA believe this information to be generally accurate? At what
point did EPA acquire or was made aware of this information?

7. In the “Findings of Fact” contained within its Emergency Administrative Order, EPA
stated:

8. Domestic Well 1 lies approximately 120 feet in horizontal distance to the east-
northeast from the track of the horizontal section of the Butler Well bore.
9. Domestic Well 2 lies approximately 470 feet in horizontal distance to the
southeast from the track of the horizontal section of the Butler Well bore.

Why did EPA choose to cite the inconsequential “horizontal distance” of Domestic Wells
1 and 2 from the “track of the horizontal section” of the Butler Well bore instead of the
actual distance to the Butler Well bore? Was EPA attempting to create the misleading
perception that the distance between the water wells and the gas wells was much closer
than it actually was? In that regard, what is the approximate distance from the bottom
holes of Domestic Wells 1 and 2 to the horizontal section of the Butler Well bore?
Additionally, what is the distance of the wellheads of Domestic Wells 1 and 2 to that of
the wellhead of the Butler Well?

8. Discussing the potential cause of the presence of natural gas in domestic water wells
in this area, the Powell Barnett Shale Newsletter of December 13, 2010, states:

In addition, as this area on the Brazos River, with development ‘canals’ for boats
and docks, becomes more urbanized, more homes drill their private water wells
dropping the water level in the Puluxy Sand. This reduces the hydrostatic
pressure on the low pressure gas in the Strawn Sand underneath and more wells
are negatively affected. Any natural gas reservoirs that have been so penetrated
will undergo this pressure depletion, and, because of particular sandstone
geometric configurations, wells that once delivered only water will begin to
produce natural gas as well as this area has demonstrated since 2005.

Had EPA considered the above scenario as a possible explanation of natural gas in
Domestic Wells 1 and 2? If so, when? Since EPA had “determined” that Range
Resources “caused or contributed” to the presence of natural gas detected in Domestic
Wells 1 and 2, what information had EPA obtained that necessarily rules out the above
explanation, or any other possible explanation, as to the cause of natural gas in these
water wells?
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9. Since EPA “determined” that Range Resources had “caused or contributed” to the
presence of natural gas in Domestic Wells 1 and 2, when and to what extent had EPA
conducted research to determine the likelihood for the existence of unrecorded legacy or
orphaned wells in the area? If such research was conducted, how high was EPA’s
confidence in its determination? If no such research was conducted, please explain why.

10. Prior to the issuance of the order, what information had EPA obtained relating to the
historical and natural occurrence of shallow natural gas in this area? Was EPA aware of
any current or past shallow gas production in the area (i.e. within two miles)? If so, when
was this gas produced and at what depths are/were this gas produced? What is the
approximate distance from this current or past shallow gas production from Domestic
Wells 1 and 2? When and to what extent did EPA examine past or cutrent shallow gas
production in the area?

11. Prior to taking action under Sec. 1431(a), EPA must receive information that
demonstrates state and local authorities have not acted to protect public health. The
Region should have a written basis that documents the contact between EPA and state
and local authorities. Please provide the documentation that demonstrated that the state
and local authorities (in this case the Texas Railroad Commission) had not acted to
protect public health.

12. Given EPA’s withdrawal of the Emergency Order, has EPA’s technical staff reversed
its determination that Range “caused or contributed to the contamination” of drinking
water wells in Parker County? Was this withdrawal a result of new information or a
more thorough review of existing data? If new information had been obtained, why
hadn’t this information been obtained and/or examined prior to the Agency’s
determination that Range Resources “caused or contributed” to the presence of natural
gas in Domestic Wells 1 and 2? If new information had been obtained, what was this
new information?

13. Are you aware that the Region VI Administrator Al Armendariz made the following
statement at a City Council meeting in Dish, TX on May 10, 2010, just seven months
before EPA issued its administrative order against Range Resources?

“But as I said, oil and gas is an enforcement priority, it's one of seven, so we are
going to spend a fair amount of time looking at oil and gas production. And I
gave, I was in a meeting once and I gave an analogy to my staff about my
philosophy of enforcement, and I think it was probably a little crude and maybe
not appropriate for the meeting but I'll go ahead and tell you what I said. It was
kind of like how the Romans used to conquer little villages in the Mediterranean.

They'd go into a little Turkish town somewhere, they’d find the first five guys they
saw and they would crucify them. And then you know that town was really easy to
manage for the next few years. And so you make examples out of people who are
in this case not compliant with the law. Find people who are not compliant with
the law, and you hit them as hard as you can and you make examples out of them,
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and there is a deterrent affect there. And, companies that are smart see that, they
don’t want to play that game, and they decide at that point that it’s time to clean
up. And, that won’t happen unless you have somebody out there making examples
of people. So you go out, you look at an industry, you find people violating the
law, you go aggressively after them. And we do have some pretty effective
enforcement tools. Compliance can get very high, very, very quickly. That’s what
these companies respond to is both their public image but also financial
pressure. So you put some financial pressure on a company, you get other people
in that industry to clean up very quickly. So, that’s our general philosophy.

Subsequent to EPA’s December 7, 2010 administrative order against Range Resources,
on January 18, 2011 EPA filed a complaint in federal district court requesting penalties
against Range Resources of $16,500 per day of each violation of EPA’s emergency order.

In light of EPA’s unprecedented and premature actions leading up to the foreseeable
withdrawal of its administrative order, wouldn’t you agree that this statement, coupled
with the subsequent administrative order and pursuit of fines which “can get very high,
very, very quickly,” at the very least, leaves the impression that Region VI was more
interested in the rush to “make examples of people” in America’s natural gas industry
rather than the even and just application of law? In your view, do the above statement
and resultant actions reflect EPA’s “general philosophy” concerning enforcement?

14. Do you believe it is appropriate for the Regional Administrator to make statements in
which the Agency has “determined” that due to a company’s actions, “houses could
explode” despite evidence known to Agency staff which would reasonably preclude such
an outcome? Do you believe it is appropriate for the Regional Administrator to share
information which publicizes investigatory findings and agency actions by notifying
environmental activists and media outlets prior to relevant state agencies involved in the
investigations?

15. Six weeks prior to the withdrawal of EPA's administrative order, Texas State District
Judge, Trey Loftin, concluded that one of the residents associated with EPA’s
administrative order worked with an environmental activist to create a “deceptive
video.” A February 18" 2012 article in the Star-Telegram reports:

In his order, Loftin expressed concern that Lipsky, "under the advice or direction”
of Rich, attached a hose to the water well's gas vent - not to a water line -- and
then lit the gas from the hose's nozzle.

"This demonstration was not done for scientific study but to provide local and
national news media a deceptive video, calculated to alarm the public into
believing the water was burning," the judge wrote. Loftin also cited evidence that
Rich had sought to mislead the EPA.

To what extent did EPA coordinate with and/or rely upon information provided by Ms.
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Rich or Mr. Lipsky in the issuance of EPA’s administrative order and ensuing further
investigations? To what extent did Judge Loftin’s findings contribute to EPA’s
subsequent withdrawal of its administrative order? To what extent is EPA investigating
any misleading actions of and/or information provided by Ms. Rich and/or Mr. Lipsky?

16. In EPA’s actions in Parker County, TX, Pavillion, WY, and Dimock, PA, the Agency
made public statements implicating the process of hydraulic fracturing as the source for
groundwater contamination without necessary evidence to responsibly justify those
implications. EPA’s recent missteps in each of these cases reveals the Agency’s
preconceived conclusions and an increasingly apparent political activism in an ever-
intensifying pursuit to link hydraulic fracturing with environmental harms while also
utilizing questionable authority to usurp state regulators and their actions. At the same
time EPA has been actively attempting to link hydraulic fracturing to ground water
contamination at these sites, the Agency has been conducting a much broader study on
any potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking and ground water. Would you
agree that these recent incidents have irreparably harmed the Agency’s credibility in
conducting a non-biased, non-political, comprehensive environmental study of hydraulic
fracturing? Will the Agency commit to refrain from publicizing premature conclusions in
future investigations or Agency actions? Will the Agency commit to not publicizing
conclusions from future non peer reviewed draft repots as it did Pavillion, WY?

I would appreciate a full and prompt response by May 11, 2012. Thank you for your attention to
this matter. If you have any additional questions, please contact Dimitri Karakitsos of my
Environment and Public Works Staff, at 202-224-6176.

nking Member
Committee on Environment and
Public Works





